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MR. BEHAR: Here. 
MS. MENENDEZ: JeffFlanagan? 
MR. FLANAGAN: Here. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Julio Grabiel? 
MR. GRABIEL: Here. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Pat Keon? 
Vince Lago? 
MR. LAGO: Here. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Javier Salman? 
MR. SALMAN: Here. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Eibi Aizenstat? 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Here. 
Before we begin, I'd like to introduce--

We have a new Board member by the name of Vince 
Lago. He is Commissioner Quesada's 
appointment. 

Vince, I'd like to welcome you to the 
Board. 

MR. LAGO: Hello. I'd like to --
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CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: If you could tell us a 
little bit about yourself, that would be great. 

MR. LAGO: I've been a resident of the City 
of Coral Gables for eight years. I'm married, 
the proud father of a five-month-old girl. 
I've lived in the City of Coral Gables for the 
past eight years, on Edgewater and currently on 
Alhambra Circle. I'm very excited and eager to 
be involved in the Planning and Zoning Board, 
serving the constituents of the City of Coral 
Gables, and I'd like to thank, again, everyone 
for allowing me the pleasure of being here. 
Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Okay. Thank you. 
The next item that we have is the election 

of the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson. I 
think we have --

MR. RIEL: Mr. Chair, ifl can interrupt 
you, I'd like to also introduce the new 
Director of Development Services, Jane 
Tompkins. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. Thank you 
very much. 

As I was saying, the next item is the 
election of the Chairperson and 

II 

- - - -
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Vice-Chairperson. Up to now, we've had an 1 
interim, because we did not have a full Board. 2 
If anybody would like to make any comments or 3 
motions or something -- 4 

MR. BEHAR: I will make a motion to elect 5 
Eibi Aizenstat as the Chairman. 6 

MR. SALMAN: I'll second that motion. 7 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 8 
MR. BEHAR: Can we do both at the same 9 

time, or we've got to do one at a time? 1 0 
MR. RIEL: However you'd like. 11 
CHAIRMAN AIZENST AT: Let's do two motions. 12 
MR. BEHAR: And I will do a motion to keep 13 

Jeff Flanagan as the Vice-Chairman. 14 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: I second that. Any 15 

discussion? 16 
Call the roll, please. 1 7 
MS. MENENDEZ: Robert Behar? 18 
MR. BEHAR: Yes. 19 
MS. MENENDEZ: Julio Grabiel? 2 0 
MR. GRABIEL: Yes. 21 
MS. MENENDEZ: Vince Lago? 2 2 
MR. LAGO: Yes. 2 3 
MS. MENENDEZ: Javier Salman? 2 4 
MR. SALMAN: Yes. 25 
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MS. MENENDEZ: Eibi Aizenstat? 1 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Yes, thank you, and 2 

thank you very much for putting your faith in 3 
~. 4 

MR. SALMAN: What about Jeff? 5 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: And Jeff. 6 
MR. SALMAN: What about Jeff? He's got to 7 

vote, too. 8 
MR. BEHAR: You don't need to vote. 9 
MR. FLANAGAN: I may vote no. Yes. Thank 1 0 

you. 11 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: The next item is the 12 

appointment of a Planning and Zoning Board 13 
member from outside. We have had Pat Keon, 14 
who's not here, but -- 15 

MR. RIEL: I had spoken to Pat, and 1 6 
unfortunately, she's out of town. She 17 
indicated she would fmd it a pleasure to 18 
continue to serve on the Board, as the Board's 19 
appointment. 2 0 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: She has always been 21 
great, and with her knowledge and experience -- 2 2 

MR. BEHAR: I make a motion to keep her. 2 3 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: I'll second that. 2 4 
MR. BEHAR: Simple. 2 5 

·~-
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CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Any comments, 
questions? 

Call the roll, please. 
MS. MENENDEZ: JeffFlanagan? 
MR. FLANAGAN: Yes. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Julio Grabiel? 
MR. GRABIEL: Yes. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Vince Lago? 
MR. LAGO: Yes. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Javier Salman? 
MR. SALMAN: Yes. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Robert Behar? 
MR. BEHAR: Yes. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Eibi Aizenstat? 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Yes. 
Okay. As far as approval of the minutes, 

we don't have any at this meeting. 
We're here tonight for a public meeting. 

This is really to get input from the community 
and the individuals in regards to trucks, 
abandoned junk cars, motor vehicles, and more 

specifically as follows: II 
Zoning Code Article 4, "Zoning Districts," 

Division 4, "Prohibited Uses," Section 4-411, 
"Parking in residential areas," and Section 
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4-412, "Trucks, trailers, commercial vehicles, 
and recreational vehicles -- Parking upon 
streets and public places." 

Also, for Zoning Code Article 5, 
"Development Standards," Division 19, which is 
"Signs," Section 5-1902.D.8, more specifically, 
"General design standards that are applicable 
to all signs." 

Also, Zoning Code Article 8, "Definitions," 
for "Truck." 

Also, City Code Chapter 34, "Nuisances," 
Article III, "Lost, stolen, junked, abandoned 
property," Division 2, of "Vehicles," Section 
34-78, "Abandoned or junk motor vehicles on 
public or private property prohibited; 
exceptions." 

And City Code Charter-- Chapter 74, 
"Traffic and Vehicles," Article I, "In 
general," Section 74-4, "Definitions," of 
"Commercial vehicle." 

Since we're going to be going ahead and 
getting input from the public, I'd like to 
first ask, actually, Mr. Attorney, do we need 
to swear in anybody that's going to speak, 
since we're not at a quasi-judicial meeting? --

2 (Pages 5 to 8) 
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MR. LEEN: Yes, tonight is not a 1 
quasi-judicial meeting, so it would be within 2 
your discretion, but you do not need to, 3 
because this is not testimony in a -- 4 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Is there a preference 5 
from the City Attorney as to how he'd like to 6 
~~m- 7 

MR. LEEN: Well, does Staffhave a 8 
preference? Do you -- 9 

MR. RIEL: No. 10 
MR. LEEN: It doesn't -- There's no need 11 

to. 12 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Okay, perfect. I 13 

think what we're going to do is, first we'll 14 
start with a presentation from City Staff, and 15 
then we'll go from there. 1 6 

MR. RIEL: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 1 7 
Just for -- if you decide to speak this 18 

evening, there's cards out there, as well as 19 
here, you need to fill out. 2 0 

Also, we'd ask that everybody in 21 
attendance, please sign in, so we have a record 2 2 
of who attended this evening. 2 3 

We also have several handouts, the Staff 2 4 
Report, the comments we received on the truck 2 5 
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ordinance, and some more handouts that I'm 1 
going to refer to. We've gotten a number 2 
comments and we have the comments up until 3 
about a half hour ago, and those are in front 4 
of the Board, as well. 5 

Basically, what I have is just a brief 6 
PowerPoint, and then we're going to tum over 7 
to other Staff members who are going to 8 
supplement my presentation. 9 

Could we have the Power Point, please? 1 0 
Basically, what I'm going to do is give you 11 

an overview, and the second part of the 12 
presentation will be the Code Enforcement 13 
process, which will be done by the Building & 14 
Zoning Department, and then the City Attorney 1 5 
is going to brief you on, basically, the legal 16 
process that has occurred to date regarding 1 7 
this issue. 1 8 

As you indicated, Mr. Chair, there's five 19 
sections in the Code, the City Code, the Zoning 2 0 
Code, that are applicable and -- applicable to 2 1 
the truck provisions. They deal with 2 2 
commercial trucks, recreational vehicles, the 2 3 
definitions, signage, the nuisance section, as 2 4 
well as definitions in the City Code. 2 5 

--- - -

Page 11 il 
What I'd like to do now is just briefly go 

over the summary of the legislation. The 
actual first draft or first adopted ordinance 
started in 1960, with the prohibition of trucks 
in residential areas. 

In 1963, there was an update, miscellaneous 
update to the provisions. 

In 1965, there was a change in the hours of 
enforcement. 

1970, licensed contractors was added, 
provisions. 

1972, permitted trucks within garages. 
Those provisions were added. 

Also, advertising; and also, in '72, 
campers and house trailers were included, as 
well. 

And then vehicle advertising was again 
updated, and that had to do with, basically, 
elections. 

And then in 1985, there was miscellaneous 
updates, and then the latest action was a 
resolution directing the City Attorney at that 
time, in 2008, to bring before the Board, the 
Planning and Zoning Board, hearings. 

Again, this is just a summary of the 
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legislation. We actually have copies of the 
legislation that was provided in the -- kind of 
the green binders you have, that's been 
provided by the City Attorney's Office. 

As a result of the Commission's direction 
in 2000-- basically, in 2003/'04 -- 2004, 
amendments were drafted in 2005, and actually 
presented to the Planning and Zoning Board. 
And if you look in these green binders, there's 
a Version A and a Version B. Tab 3 of the 
binders, that's where that information is 
located, and the actual minutes were also 
included in the green binder, to kind of give 
you an idea of the presentation that was done, 
five or six years ago. II 

The implementation of the amendments were 
delayed due to the current litigation. I• 

Most recently, the Commission, on September 
13th, had a workshop where they asked this 
issue be provided to the Board, to secure your 
input and recommendation, if the provisions 
need to be updated, and if they need to be 
updated, what -- how should they be updated. 

As a result of the request of the 
Commission, what Planning Staff did is, we 

- -
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researched a number of other local governments, 1 
and I know it's a little bit difficult to read 2 
on the screen, but we have hard copies up here. 3 
We found approximately 17 other local 4 
governments that have provisions that in some 5 
way deal with trucks or commercial vehicles, 6 
and some of them deal very comprehensively, 7 
some of them are very simple, but it just kind 8 
of provides you an overview, and I actually 9 
have the copies of those provisions. I have 1 0 
three copies of these, if anybody is interested 11 
to look at those, specifically. 12 

Again, the Board, what we're seeking your 13 
direction for this evening is if changes are 14 
warranted to the current Zoning Code 15 
provisions. If the answer is no, obviously, 16 
that's the answer, and if there are changes 17 
warranted, we're asking for you to provide us 18 
some direction in terms of performance 19 
standards. 2 0 

And if I could have Scot turn the boards 2 1 
around -- We also have a copy of this up here, 2 2 
as well. What Staff did was, we looked through 2 3 
all the codes that we found regarding the 2 4 
prohibition of trucks, and we listed for you 2 5 
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about 13 different options that's available in 
terms of performance standards: 

Disabled or ADA provisions providing for 
specific standards that address those disabled 
persons. 

Commercial vehicles, obviously, the 
definition of how they're defmed. 

Government exemption, exemption for 
government or emergency vehicles. 

A large truck prohibition, monster trucks 
or semi-tractor-trailers. 

Overnight parking, allowing parking at 
night. And again, these are just options that 
are available. 

Some kind of a permit or registration 
program. 

Allowing commercial trucks, in terms of 
signage, with the option of removing signs at 
night. You have magnetic signs. 

Limiting truck location within setback, 
side yard. 

Limitation of number of trucks. 
Truck screening, screening by vegetation or 

garage, or fencing. 
Category Number 11 is kind of a catch-all, 
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a regulation by size, weight, dimensions, 
height of body above ground, truck length, 
number of tires, open bed, number of axles. 

12 is vehicle cover. Factory-made tops, 
rigid covers. 

And then the other option is a visitor pass 
program. 

This is just a guide, to guide the Board in 
terms of what direction you would like to 
recommend to the Commission. 

My assumption is that with the Board's 
recommendation this evening, that will go to 
the Commission, and following the standard 
practice that we've done in the past, direction 
is provided to the Commission; they provide 
further direction; and then obviously, 
depending if amendments are made, an ordinance 
is prepared, and then that ordinance comes back 
to this Board again, because that is your 
responsibility. 

In terms of the public notice provided, we 
posted it in the Building & Zoning, the 
Planning Department, Code Enforcement, did a 
legal ad, as well. The agenda was posted, as 
well as all this information. The City 
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Attorney's --this green binder was posted. 
We also did a press release last week in 

the Miami Herald, and all the hearing -- public 
hearing documents which I'm presenting this 
evening are actually on the web. And this is 
just an example of the press release. 

And I just wanted to mention again that all 
the information that we're talking about this 
evening is on the City's web page, the Planning 
Department web page, under Planning & Zoning 
Meetings. All that information is posted as of 
5:00p.m. this evening. 

And again, as you mentioned, Mr. Chair, the 
intent of this meeting is to secure public 
input, secure a recommendation from the Board, 
if changes are warranted, and if so, what were 
those changes. City Staff is here as a 
resource in the process, and a resource to the 
Board. We have Building & Zoning 
representatives here this evening, Parking 
Department, Police and Planning. 

So, with that, I'm going to tum it over to 
Building & Zoning, that's going to go over the 
Code Enforcement process, and thereafter, the 
City Attorney, too. 

4 (Pages 13 to 16) 
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MR. GUTIERREZ: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, 1 
Members of the Board. For the record, my name 2 
Eli Gutierrez, with the City of Coral Gables 3 
Code Enforcement. I was asked to just briefly 4 
speak about our enforcement. I believe you all 5 
have a copy of the Code, of the current Code. 6 
What I'm just basically going to get into is 7 
how we enforce it. 8 

We have early morning officers that start 9 
at 5:30, that look-- One of their job duties 10 
in the early morning is to look for this type 11 
of violation. The way we enforce the Code is 12 
by either visually seeing it, obviously, or a 13 
complaint made. When a complaint is made, we 14 
send an officer to the property in question. 15 
If a violation is confirmed, we go ahead and 1 6 
leave a courtesy warning. With every 1 7 
violation, we leave a courtesy warning, except 1 8 
with the life safety. In this instance, it's 19 
only a courtesy warning we give to a resident, 2 0 
and we ask for -- we give them reasonable time. 2 1 
What's reasonable time? We try to start with 2 2 
five days. On a case-by-case basis, based on 2 3 
the circumstance, we can extend it, but that's 2 4 
basically the way we inspect at this point. 2 5 
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I'm not going to get into the current Code. 1 
I believe you've all read it. If you have any 2 
questions on the current Code, I can try to 3 
help you, but I'm just here to tell you about 4 
enforcement, and that's the way we're doing it 5 
now. 6 

We understand, right now, the situation in 7 
the City. We will be as helpful as we can, as 8 
far as enforcement, with residents that 9 
currently have a pickup truck. 1 0 

Being that said, I know we have lots of 11 
residents here to talk, so I'm keeping it 12 
brief. If you have any questions, I'm here. 13 
If not, I'll move on to our next 14 
representative. 15 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Would the Board like 16 
to hold their questions until everybody has 1 7 
gone ahead and spoken, and then if we have any 1 8 
questions, we can direct them? Or would you 19 
like to ask questions now? It may be better 2 0 
just to wait and go through and hear all of the 2 1 
public -- you know, the inputs and then we can 2 2 
ask questions. 2 3 

Thank you. 2 4 
MR. GUTIERREZ: Yes, sir. 2 5 

-- ·- -
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CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Mr. Attorney? 
MR. LEEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm 

going to briefly speak about three things. 
First, I wanted to talk a little bit about what 
the motion was that was made by the Commission 
and what the general instructions to the 
Planning and Zoning Board are. 

The motion, which was made by Commissioner 
Anderson and which was passed by the City 
Commission, was to send the matter to the Board 
to determine generally, as a general matter, 
whether there should be changes to the trucking 
ordinances, in particular. 

We've raised several -- as you mentioned, 
we've raised several different ordinances, not 
just 4-411 and 4-412, because Staff made the 
determination that these other ordinances 
relate to these two, and also based on just the 
general discussion of the City Commission and 
what types of issues that they raised. 

But the motion itself was for you to take a 
look at 4-411 and 4-412 and determine whether 
there should be changes to them, and then if 
so -- and that would be within your discretion, 
to make that recommendation. It could be yes 
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or no. And then, once you made a 
recommendation, what specific -- if it was to 
make a change, what specific types of changes 
should be made. 

The second thing I wanted to say was, as 
your legal advisor, none of this is being 
compelled by a Court or any judicial body or 
panel. As you know, as I'm sure you know, 
these ordinances were the subject of a lawsuit, 
and that lawsuit took several years and went 
through several different Courts of Appeal. 
The Third District, which is the State Court of 
Appeal that sits in this area of Florida, and 
which is -- has jurisdiction over the City of 
Coral Gables, made a decision en bane, which 
means the entire Court sat, and they decided 
that 4-411 and 4-412 are constitutional on 
their face and as applied in that specific 
case. That decision was --just so you 
understand, that decision was -- review was 
sought of that decision in the Florida Supreme 
Court. 

What happens is, you file a notice, asking 
the Court to take jurisdiction to review it. 
The Court decided not to take jurisdiction. So 

-
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1 the Court -- the Supreme Court did not review 
2 the Third District decision. It rejected 
3 jurisdiction. So what that means is that the 
4 Third District decision is the law of Florida 
5 on this issue in Coral Gables, and so that's --
6 If you ask me questions today relating to, 
7 "Well, what is the law relating to 4-411 and 
8 4-412," I'm going to be looking principally at 
9 the Third District decision. 

10 So I don't want to guess what those legal 
11 questions will be, I'll leave that to you, but 
12 that's the decision I'll be looking at, and I 
13 provided that decision to you in the folder. 
14 The third thing I wanted to mention as 
15 legal advice is that we do have this Third 
16 District decision, and so one thing that the --
17 one thing the Board should be cognizant of is 
18 that we have gone through this litigation. The 
19 4-411 and 4-412 have been approved, have been 
20 affrrmed by the Third District. 
21 As a general legal matter, if the Board 
22 recommends and the Commission approves 
23 something that would expand the law, that means 
24 would restrict more than is presently 
25 restricted, that might subject-- that's 
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1 certainly within the discretion of the Board 
2 and the Commission, but as a legal matter, that 
3 might subject this 4-411 and 4-412 as amended 
4 to another judicial review. Someone could 
5 challenge that, because they could say, "Well, 
6 now the law has been expanded and so it's 
7 become more restrictive." 
8 So, in that way, they could challenge it 
9 and say, "Well, this prior decision doesn't 

10 govern anymore, because the law has changed." 
11 Now, as a general matter-- and if you have 
12 specific questions, please ask me as this goes 
13 forward. As a general matter, though, if you 
14 permit more -- I don't even want to guess, 
15 because it's completely within your discretion, 
16 but if you allow something that wasn't 
17 previously allowed, that, as a general matter, 
18 will not subject this law to more judicial 
19 review. It doesn't mean someone can't sue and 
20 attempt to challenge it, but the Third District 
21 decision will still govern, at least that's 
22 what we would argue. 
23 So I invite you -- because I know we do --
24 It's rare that you're going to be reviewing 
25 changing a law right after there was a decision 
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issued by a Court that was the en bane Third 
District and then went to the Florida Supreme 
Court. So, please, feel free to ask me any 
questions you have about this law. It's been 
interpreted by my office, as well, in very 
specific cases, so please ask me any questions 
you have. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 
Eric, is there any other Staff 

presentation? 
MR. RIEL: No, that concludes the Staff 

presentation. Mr. Chair, we have approximately 
21 individuals that have signed up to speak. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: That's what I was 
going to ask you. We have about 21 
individuals? 

MR. RIEL: And if you would like to use the 
timer, we can certainly do that, however you 
would like to do it. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Well, I'd like-- What 
I'd like to do is, I'd like to ask everybody to 
limit their comments to no more than three 
minutes at this time. Also, what I'd like to 
do is, I'd like to ask everybody not to be 
repetitive of what somebody else has said. We 
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always invite you to come up and give some 
fresh ideas or some new thoughts. If you agree 
with-- if you have the same comments as 
somebody else, you know, you're welcome to go 
ahead and mention that, "I agree with 
Mr. So-and-So," or so forth, but I think at 
this time, let's proceed with the public 
comment. 

MR. RIEL: You would like to use the timer? 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Well, at 21 people-

We're supposed to adjourn at nine o'clock, 
plus go ahead -- Why don't we start with the 
timer, see how it goes, and then we'll take it 
from there? 

MR. RIEL: Whatever you like. 
MR. BEHAR: Do the timer. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Yes, let's. Call the 

first individual, please. 
MS. MENENDEZ: William Hartnett. 
MR. HARTNETT: Mr. Chairman, I'm William J. 

Hartnett. I live at 4950 Campo Sano Court. 
In making any changes to zoning, you should 

be conscious of the fact that -- you should 
give protection to the residential areas, 
because they're occupied 24 hours a day, seven 
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days a week, and their investment -- and 1 
protection of their investment is important, 2 
rather than protection or discussion of 3 
projected investments. 4 

So I am -- support the existing ordinance. 5 
I don't think any changes to it need be made. 6 
We don't have to dress down the City of Coral 7 
Gables, because there was, when I grew up, a 8 
saying that Coral Gables tradition was never 9 
written down, but people always knew what it 1 0 
meant, and I think, probably quoting Charles 11 
"Chuck" Parham's recent statement in the papers 12 
that said, "Growing up and living in Coral 13 
Gables is next door to heaven," but I would 14 
urge you to not make any changes. 15 

Thank you. 1 6 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 17 
MS. MENENDEZ: Larry Horton? 18 
MR. HORTON: Mr. Chairman, my name is Larry 19 

Horton. I live at 6604 Leonardo. I've been a 2 0 
resident of Coral Gables, a homeowner, for 33 21 
years. I've been involved in this ordinance 2 2 
since 1978. 2 3 

I'd like to express my support for the 2 4 
initiative to modify the ordinance. I hope we 2 5 
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can fmd a way to allow modem, 1 
well-maintained, totally noncommercial pickups 2 
to park overnight in driveways, as we do 3 
currently with sport utility vehicles. I have 4 
about five reasons, and I'll be brief, as to 5 
why I think I'm dissatisfied with the 6 
ordinance. 7 

It's my understanding the prior 8 
administration spent over $200,000 in 9 
litigation over this ordinance, over the course 1 0 
of the history of this ordinance. The attorney 11 
who challenged the ordinance recently is 12 
currently -- and you can go to kuvin.com. He's 13 
currently recruiting to bring another case. So 14 
my feeling, and I'm not an attorney, but my 15 
feeling is, there's a likelihood to be more 16 
litigation. 1 7 

On a personal basis, if you go to the North 18 
Gables and look at the streets in the North 19 
Gables, they're sadly in need of paving. I 2 0 
think that $200,000 could have been money well 21 
spent paving the streets of North Gables, and 2 2 
if we would have addressed this in the Zoning 2 3 
Code rewrite that occurred several years ago. 2 4 

The second point is, the City maintains the 2 5 - - --
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ordinances necessary for aesthetics in the 
City. The ordinance prohibits the parking of 
pickup trucks from 7:00p.m. till 7:00a.m. 
It's dark at 7:00p.m. You can't see the 
trucks at 7:00p.m. This is ridiculous. If 
it's for aesthetics, you'd have to regulate it 
during the day. 

Now, my personal feeling is that really, 
this is not about pickup trucks. This is an 
attempt to keep working class people who own 
pickup trucks from purchasing and living in the 
City of Coral Gables, after dealing with this 
ordinance for the number of years that I've 
been involved with it. 

Another point I think you should consider 
is that a drive around the City to look at the 
pickup trucks that are owned by the residents 
of the City of Coral Gables, you're going to 
see that most of those, and probably 90 
percent, are luxury vehicles with leather 
interiors, and they're very expensive vehicles, 
30, $40,000 vehicles. 

The City itself, if you go to the City 
motor pool, or -- and you don't even have to go 
to the City motor pool. If you go right 
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outside this building, right now, you're going 
to see a City of Coral Gables pickup truck. 
The City of Coral Gables pickup trucks are -- I 
guess aesthetics is in the eye of the beholder, 
but as pickup trucks go, I would say if you 
compare them to the residents' pickup trucks, 
you're going to see that those pickup trucks 
are far in worse condition than the residents' 
pickup trucks. So I think it's hypocrisy for 
the City to prohibit the parking of luxury 
pickup trucks and then maintain their own 
pickup trucks and vehicles which are nowhere 
near the condition of the residents' pickup 
trucks. 

Another -- another point I have is that, 
ironically, I think it -- it prohibits -- it 
brings down property values. I'm a landlord. 
I'm prohibited from renting to anyone with a 
pickup truck, and anyone who wants to buy my 
home who owns a pickup truck can't do it. 

The last point I will make is that it does 
not apply fairly to all vehicles. If 
aesthetics is the issue, it should also apply 
to automobiles, because automobiles can be very 
unaesthetic, okay? 
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CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you very much 1 
for your time. 2 

MR. HORTON: Thank you very much for giving 3 
me the time to speak. 4 

MS. MENENDEZ: Wayne Sessions. 5 
MR. SESSIONS: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to 6 

yield to Bill Rivenbark, if he can speak first. 7 
We're kind of speaking in a group together. Is 8 
that okay with you? 9 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: That's fme. Thank 10 
you. 11 

If everybody can please either silence or 12 
turn off their cell phones, I'd appreciate it. 13 
Thank you. 14 

MR. RIVENBARK: Good evening. My name is 15 
William Rivenbark, 3616 Harlano Street. I 16 
think we're all in agreement that Coral Gables 1 7 
is, fortunately, considered to be very much an 18 
above-average city, based on its appearance, 19 
city services, property values, and this brings 2 0 
up the question ofhow other above-average 21 
cities handle this question. 2 2 

Well, doing research on this, I could not 2 3 
find any cities that have the exact same ban 2 4 
that we presently have. Neither Pinecrest, Key 2 5 
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Biscayne, Bal Harbour, Boynton Beach, nor 1 
Jupiter ban privately-owned noncommercial 2 
pickup trucks from parking in private driveways 3 
overnight. 4 

Take it up a notch. Neither Palm Beach, 5 
New Canaan, Connecticut, nor Beverly Hills have 6 
a ban of this sort, either. Some of these 7 
cities, such as Key Biscayne, Boynton Beach, 8 

Marco Island and Jupiter, do have restrictions 9 

of-- the description of a privately-owned 1 o 
truck that can be parked, which is reasonable. 11 
We're a reasonable bunch. Reasonable 12 
restrictions are certainly acceptable in any 13 
case. 14 

The ability of a city to compromise with 15 
their residents is pretty basic, and we are 16 
hoping for a type of compromise to allow such 1 7 
things. Many of the comments have just said, 18 
"Park them in the garage." This is a unique 19 

situation, because part of the beauty of the 2 0 

Gables, our homes are older; they're also 21 
smaller. Our home was built in 1939. It tends 2 2 
to be smaller than modem homes. It's only 2 3 
1600 square feet. I still own a 1979 condo in 2 4 
Kendall with 950 square feet that has more 2 5 
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closet space than a 1939 home. I point this 
out -- We didn't come here to talk about 

11 

closets. I point this out because things 
change. 

I recently also did a very unscientific 
survey on my street, Harlano Street. Out of 13 
homes that have single-car garages, I'm not 
aware of a single owner that uses that garage 
to put their car in at night. The majority of 
them are probably glorified laundry rooms and 
storage areas. The majority of modem-day 
sedans, such as Porsche Cayennes and BMW 750s, 
would have difficulty fitting in a one-car 
garage, as would an SUV. 

We do not wish any harm to the City of 
Coral Gables. We love Coral Gables as much as 
anyone who is opposed to this. We merely ask 
that the City see reason, that the City stay up 
with the times. Things change, people change, 
houses change. Zoning laws should be able to 
change. Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you for your 
input. 

(Applause) 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: If we can, if we can 
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just hold our applause, that would be greatly 
appreciated, as opposed to choosing sides, just 
to give everybody a chance to speak fairly. 
Thank you. 

MS. MENENDEZ: Wayne Sessions? 
MR. SESSIONS: Mr. Chairman, I believe we 

have a Power Point presentation to upload, to 
show you, if that's possible. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Will you be able to do 
that within your time allowed? 

MR. SESSIONS: I don't think so. I was 
wondering if we can yield-- We've got some 
people that will yield time to me that would 
eliminate two other people speaking. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: The two people that 
want to yield time are who? If you can raise 
your hands -- You have three people? 

VOICE FROM AUDIENCE: You can have my time, 
also, if you want. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Well, it's just that 
at some point, we can't get carried away with 
it. So why don't we go ahead and say we'll 
give the gentleman about six minutes and take 
away two -- himself and another name, and that 
will be fine. 
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MR. RIEL: If we could just provide the 
names--

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Of the individuals? 
MR. RIEL: -- so we don't call them again. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Who else is going to 

yield the podium? 
VOICE FROM AUDIENCE: Bernie Capote 

(phonetic). I'll donate it. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Is that okay with you, 

six minutes? 
MR. SESSIONS: That's fine, yeah. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Okay. 
MR. SESSIONS: And if I'm running long, 

I'll shut up after that. 
My name is Wayne Sessions. I reside at 

1310 Genoa Street, and I'd like to see the 
pickup truck ordinance modified. I want to be 
perfectly clear. Nobody wants -- the majority 
of us do not want commercial vehicles parked in 
our residential areas, but there's a lot of 
confusion right now, a lot of misunderstanding 
about our pickup truck ordinance. I think it 
has a lot to do with a comprehensive vehicle 
plan. If we have that in place, I think that 
will help a lot in understanding what people 
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are going through with the confusion of 1 
understanding what's happening. 2 

Is the PowerPoint up right now? 3 
MR. RIEL: Yeah, if we could have -- 4 
There you go. 5 
MR. SESSIONS: There we go. 6 
You know, there's a lot of talk right now, 7 

or a lot of argument about aesthetics. 8 
You're not catching up with me. Number 2, 9 

please. 10 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: We'll give you some 11 

time to catch up. 12 
MR. SESSIONS: Which direction are we 13 

going? 14 
MR. RIEL: You just need to hold it in your 15 

hand, that's all. 16 
MR. SESSIONS: Okay. 17 
Okay, aesthetics. There's been a lot of 18 

talk about aesthetics. Well, you know, a lot 19 
of people are opposed to trucks because I think 2 0 
they simply don't know, they're luxury 2 1 
vehicles, and the argument has been, trucks are 2 2 
unsightly and if we allow them in Coral Gables, 2 3 
we'll lose our reputation as the City 2 4 
Beautiful. Well, this is conflicting logic and 2 5 

-
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the weakest point, as well. 
Aesthetics. Aesthetics. Okay. Ifyou 

look at the monitors, you'll see two vehicles 
right there. One is a legal vehicle you can 
park in the City of Coral Gables; the other 
isn't. One looks like a commercial vehicle; 
one doesn't. If you look at the vehicle on the 
right, this is a legally parked vehicle in 
Coral Gables. This individual, I have no beef 
with him, but he's a hoarder, and he packs 
dirt, leaves, sheets, shirts, tools, 
everything, to the top of the van, and this can 
be legally parked in Coral Gables. But we look 
at the vehicle to the left; this is a luxury 
sport SUV, and you cannot park this vehicle 
after 7:00p.m. at night. That's not right. 
That's just not right. 

Aesthetics. On the Coral Gables 
ordinance -- There's a Coral Gables ordinance 
right now that says you can have a derelict and 
junk vehicle in your yard. You can have in it 
your driveway, right now, two of them. You can 
have two junk vehicles, as long as you alter 
the identity of that vehicle by covering. But 
I've been told by City officials that, "Hey, if 
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you have a pickup truck, let's put a cover over 
it, and you can't identify it." No, you can't 
do that; it's a pickup truck. So we make 
allowances for certain vehicles, but if it's a 
pickup truck, we can't cover it. That doesn't 
make a lot of sense. Aesthetics. 

Home values. You know, "If we allow pickup 
trucks in Coral Gables, our home values are 
going to go down." If you look at the Zillow 
Home Value Index -- excuse me, the Zillow Home 
Value Index, you can fmd this on the computer, 
from November 2010 to July 2011, our home 
values in Coral Gables have gone up six 
percent, and guess what? We were able to park 
pickup trucks for two years. Have we really 
ruined our property values by allowing trucks 
in Coral Gables? I don't think so. 

Intent. I was told by a City official, "If 
your vehicle has a bed attached to it, you have 
the ability to commit commerce." That didn't 
make a whole lot of sense to me, you know? 
Wait a minute. I can't have a pickup truck 
because I might be able to conduct commerce? 
Well, I submit to you, there's probably more 
commerce going on in a backpack at our local 

- .... 

II 

I I 

9 (Pages 33 to 36) 
21 b0f91 c-ded3-41 df·9729·2d59c1 cae34f 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

1 
2 
3 
4 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

Page 37 

high school than there is my SUV, okay? I'm 1 
not using it for commerce. I'm using this to 2 
drive and use it recreationally. 3 

Intent. Well, ifthat's the intent, let's 4 
look at the All American Jeep. The All 5 
American Jeep, the ultimate utility vehicle, 6 
used to carry guns, weapons, ammunition, 7 
supplies, medical supplies, you name it, but we 8 
can legally park this in our driveways at 7:00 9 
p.m. at night. 1 0 

Let's look at the pink Hummer in the 11 
picture. That is a utility vehicle and that 12 
can be parked in Coral Gables in my front yard, 13 
legally, by what Coral Gables tells us. It 14 
doesn't make sense. 1 5 

Timing. It's already been mentioned. You 16 
can't see the trucks after 7:00p.m. You 17 
cannot see my vehicle. If you look at this, I 18 
took this picture as if I'm walking my dog. 19 
You have to get up about 10 feet to my house 2 0 
and use Meese optic and scope optic vision to 2 1 
see it, and then put a flashlight on, to see my 2 2 
vehicle. You cannot see the vehicles after 2 3 
7:00p.m. It doesn't make sense. Why do we 2 4 
have that ordinance? 2 5 
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Size. "North Gables cannot handle pickup 1 
trucks; they're too big." This is false. If 2 
you look at the size of a Cadillac Escalade, 3 
it's 18 feet, and six feet high. My Sport Trac 4 
SUV is 17 feet, six foot high, one foot 5 
difference. You'll see a one to three-foot 6 
difference between all these vehicles, all 7 
these vehicles, because they're all on truck 8 
frames. They're all on truck frames. 9 

Exceptions. This one could -- I have a 1 0 
little exception with. If you reside or work 11 
on the University of Miami campus, the pickup 12 
truck ban does not apply to you. If you're a 13 
government entity, this doesn't apply to you, 14 
as well. So what are we saying? It's okay if 15 
you're a University of Miami student, professor 16 
or whatever. You're a different class of 1 7 
people. You can have pickup trucks. But the 18 
rest of Coral Gables, you can't. 19 

Well, I think -- 2 0 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Continue. 2 1 
MR. SESSIONS: I'll be fast. 2 2 
CHAIRMAN AIZENST AT: No, no, I want you to 2 3 

continue. Finish your presentation. 
MR. SESSIONS: Okay. I'll be brief. 

24 
25 
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So I think somebody at the University of 

Miami got very smart. They realized that 
they're probably going to lose business if 
they're unable to let their Midwest customers 
come and reside in Coral Gables, because they 
most likely will drive pickup trucks. That 
one, we really have to look at, and this one, 
as well -- I'm sorry. 

Lampoon. We've been fodder for every 
major-- every major comedian and local 
comedian there is about our ordinance. Stephen 
Colbert-- I mean, it's funny. My kids still 
laugh about that one, if you've seen it. David 
Letterman. Our own local Jimmy Cefalo, the 
conservative talk show host, has said -- and 
he's a businessman, by the way, he's in the 
food and wine business -- has said that he is 
not driving through the City of Coral Gables 
because of this ordinance. He has said it on 
the airwaves. That's the kind of publicity we 
don't want. We need this fixed, and these are 
modem SUV s and we want to park them in our 
houses. 

Conclusion. We'd like to park our vehicles II 
in residential areas. Also, we'd like to adopt 

Page 40 

the modified Plan A to be able to do that, and 11 

that's it. Thank you very much for your time. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you for your 

time. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Clarke Morris? 
MR. MORRIS: Hi. Thank you. I'm Clarke 

Morris, at 6905 Leonardo Street. I've been a 
resident for approximately 22 years, give or 
take. 

I support a modification in our current 
truck ordinance. As spoken before, you don't 
have to make a modification. It's not 
something that you have to do. But I would 
like to talk about, well, there's been a lot of 
evolution over time with all of our zoning 
laws. Back in 1985, I believe that John 
Martin's built a bar, but you couldn't order a 
drink there. Y au actually had to go sit down 
at a table and have a cocktail waitress go and 
deliver your drink. You couldn't belly up and 
have a beer. Would that make sense today? 

Vans, before 1985, were all commercial 
vehicles. So when custom vans, minivans, 
started to come into play, people liked to use 
that, and it made a lot of sense, so that got -- -
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blessed down. 1 
SUVs, the Ford Explorer, were blessed in 2 

somewhere around 1990. There was a time where 3 
you couldn't even have a satellite dish. Now, 4 
satellite dishes at one time were like 5 
oversized paella dishes, but things evolve, 6 
things change. 7 

In short, we're an active community. We're 8 
not a retirement community whatsoever. People 9 
fish, they dive, they boat. We couldn't have 10 
boats until when, in the eighties, in the side 11 
yard? But we kiteboard. We stand-up 12 
paddleboard. You know? At this point in time, 13 
if I want to support my local Boy Scout Chapter 14 
or help out with the church, and want to bring 15 
something in the back of my truck and help them 16 
out, it's a nice thing to do. 17 

It's a lifestyle. It's a choice. I don't 18 
have to drive a truck. I could drive an SUV. 19 
But it's my choice. I think we've provided a 2 0 
revision ofPlan A. We'd love you to take a 21 
look at it. Thank you. 2 2 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you for your 2 3 
time. 24 

MS. MENENDEZ: Ani Victoriano? 2 5 
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MS. VICTORIANO: I brought some props, if 
it's okay. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Of course. 
MS. VICTORIANO: Okay. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENST AT: And your prop holder. 
MS. VICTORIANO: Well, actually-- Yeah. 
UNIDENTIFIED WOMAN: I'm Vanna White. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: If you could state 

your name and address, please. 
MS. VICTORIANO: Ani Victoriano, 510 

Catalonia Avenue. No ladders, no signs, no 
cargo. No ladders, no signs, no cargo, and 
that's what I've been saying for the last 
three, four months. I've been walking around 
Coral Gables. That's my map. I have accosted 
people at Publix, while they're squeezing the 
melons, and I have gone over to people at the 
Youth Center, when they're watching their kids 
score a point and I'm interrupting them and 
asking them how they feel about the truck 
ordinance. I have knocked on doors. I've been 
bitten by mosquitos, and sweat and everything, 
and that's what I've done. I feel like I have 
the pulse of the City of Coral Gables, and 
every time that I knocked on a door and someone 
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opened, I typically got six questions, or six 
remarks. The first one is always, "Are you for 
or against?" And that's a really difficult one 
to answer, am I for or against? I'm for the 
real and the spirit of the law. And the spirit 
of the law, the way that I interpret it, is no 
commercial vehicles. No ladders, no signs, no 
cargo, and I think -- and I can see the names 
here. Back in '05, you all got together and 
you did something called the Zoning Code 
Rewrite. And you were on it, and Eibi, I 
believe you were on it, and Robert, you were on 
it. 

So, I've been really obsessing over this 
thing and I've read stuff that I never thought 
I would read, but basically, as I walked around 
here, Coral Gables, the blues are truck owners. 
The other colors, green, yellow, white, are 
non-truck owners. And then the red ones were 
people that said, "Leave my law alone, I like 
it." And as you see, there's a lot of 
non-truck owners, and as I knock on those doors 
and I ask them, "How do you feel about the 
truck ban, do you want to keep the true spirit ~ 
ofthe law, which is no commercial vehicles," 

that's what I saw and that's what most people 
projected, and that's why they signed my 
petition. 

The other question that I got is, "I 
thought that law was modified." Well, not 
really. "Wasn't the City sued over that?" I 
got a lot of those. And some people said, 
"This is just crazy. Don't they have better 
things to do? Let me have that, let me sign 
it." And then there were some people, they're 
the red ones, that said, "I don't want the pool 
guy's truck there, I don't want the plumber 
guy's truck there, I'm not signing that," and 
then there's, "I don't like pickup trucks." 
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I'm not finished. Can I continue? 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: If it's very short, 

yes, please. 
MS. VICTORIANO: Okay. 
VOICE FROM AUDIENCE: She can have my time. 
MS. VICTORIANO: All right. If we can go 

back to that zoning rewrite, and then the 
Chairman was Mr. Korge. Who's the Chairman 
now? I guess you are. 

MR. SALMAN: Eibi. 
MS. VICTORIANO: You're in the middle, 

II 
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okay. Well, Mr. Korge asked a really great 
question. He said, "Well -- " And I'm reading 
this, and it's Page 14, if you want to see it. 
"Well, I'm kind of curious. I don't know who 
to ask, but what's the reason for the current 
ban on pickup trucks in the City?" 

What a great question. The attorney -- it 
wasn't you, it was Hernandez -- she kind of 
babbled, and I don't think she really knew the 
answer, but it says, "Well, from what I can 
tell," babble, babble, babble, and you go down, 
"it was really to limit individuals having 
junk, you know, cargo in their pickup trucks." 
I swear, I'm reading this verbatim. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: We actually have the 
minutes with us. 

MS. VICTORIANO: Okay, and so the 
Commission adopted it, and it went back to 
Mrs. Pass, and she went back, and it goes down 
to my premise: No ladders, no signs, no cargo, 
and that's really what we're asking. That is 
Option A, and I'm hoping that you guys --

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 
MS. VICTORIANO: -- take a look at that. 

Thank you. 
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CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you for your 1 
time. There was a gentleman that actually 2 

said, "She could have my time." Who was that? 3 
MS. MENENDEZ: Yes. 4 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: If you could just give 5 
yourname. 6 

VOICE FROM AUDIENCE: She has it. 7 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Okay, perfect. 8 
I'd like to acknowledge Commissioner Ralph 9 

Cabrera, that just walked into our room. 1 0 
Welcome. 11 
COMMISSIONER CABRERA: Thank you, sir. 12 
MS. MENENDEZ: Victoria Brieant. 13 
MS. BRIEANT: Victoria Brieant. I live at 14 

1118 Ferdinand Street. I own my home. I've 15 
been here about eight and a half years. Some 16 
of you may know me from my work with the Boy 17 
Scouts here, with Troop 7. Yesterday I mailed 18 
a letter, which I have some extra copies of, 19 
that I could hand out, and I'm going to show 2 0 
you some pictures, if I may, which I'll also 21 
hand out, but I don't have quite enough, so 2 2 
you'll have to share, please. 2 3 

And I'm advocating a modified Version A, 2 4 
which is attached to my letter, and the 2 5 

- -· 
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modifications are in red. 
MR. SALMAN: We'll share. 
MS. BRIEANT: I'm a truck owner. I store 

my truck typically in Homestead, in a secure 
facility. It's not a tremendous hardship to me 
not to have it in my driveway. I typically use 
it these days for the Boy Scouts, typically 
once or twice a month, to haul the trailer. 
I'm here speaking because I'd like to see an 
update to the ordinance, so -- I don't know, I 
have one more I can give you. So, if you could 
bear with me, I'm doing this as a lead-in. 

This is -- If you were driving by my house, 
Photo 1, at three miles an hour, Photo 1 is the 
first thing you'd see. Then you'd see Photo 2. 
And then you'd see Photo 3, which you can see 
my truck backed into my driveway, where it fits 
and I can actually get in and out of the doors. 
And then you move on, and then you see it 
passing -- you're passing it, and then you see 
the hedge that shields it on the other side, 
and you see my neighbor's car with the cover on 
it, which I have no complaint with my neighbor. 
It's legal to have the cover and it's not meant 
as a criticism; it's meant just to show you 
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what it looks like. 
And the reason I tell you this is that, the 

way my truck is backed in there, it would be 
legal under Modified Version A. It's protected 
on one side by a wall, the back by a gate, and 
the other side by a hedge. But the other 
reason I tell you this is, if you look at 
Number 3, this is a Chevrolet Silverado CK3500. 
It's equivalent to the Ford F-350. But if you 
look at it from the street, as you're driving 
by -- oh, shoot. Can I have a --

MR. SESSIONS: We've got someone to give 
the time. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Just go ahead, please. 
MS. BRIEANT: Thank you. 
To look at this in terms of Modified 3 and 

some background here, this is the Number 2, 
Number 3 best-selling truck in America. It has 
been for about 15 years. Its curb weight is 
4387 pounds. Version A talks in terms of 8500 
pounds, which is the Hummer. But I want to let 
you know that by comparison, this is 700 pounds 
less than a Bentley, 1100 pounds less than the 
Mercedes G500. So I want to suggest to you 
that curb weight may not be really the answer 

I 
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1 here. 1 Ifl could say just two last things, very, 
2 The other thing I want to say is that from 2 very quickly. Before World War II, station 
3 the street, you can't tell how many tires it 3 wagons were considered commercial vehicles. 
4 has, whether there's anything in the bed, and 4 They were built on truck bodies. After World 
5 the reason that's important to me is, I don't 5 War II, they became a suburban standard. In 
6 want you to pass an ordinance that will run 6 the 1980s, they were replaced by minivans, in 
7 afoul of the Fourth Amendment. I don't want 7 the 1990s by SUVs. Today it's trucks. 
8 City inspectors coming onto my private property 8 And my last thought is, as we're 
9 or other property, saying, "How many tires?" 9 modernizing Miracle Mile, I'd like us to also 

10 You know, "What's in your bed?" If this is 10 modernize our truck ordinance, and if we do not 
11 about aesthetics, it should be from the street. 11 move forward, we will fall behind. Thank you. 
12 You shouldn't have inspectors saying, without a 12 CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 
13 warrant, without probable cause, "I'm going to 13 Jill--
14 come and count the tires. Is this a Dually? 14 MS. MENENDEZ: Eva Gordon. 
15 Is there cargo?" It's what can you see from 15 CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Jill, there were two 
16 the street. And I'd like you to take that into 16 gentlemen that raised their hand to take her --
17 account. 17 MS. MENENDEZ: I believe it was a lady --
18 Very briefly, ifl may, a group of us 18 MR. SESSIONS: It's this lady right back 
19 worked on Version A, to modifY it a little bit. 19 here. 
20 We wanted to get away from the concept of truck 20 CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Okay. Thank you. 
21 and focus on vehicles, personal vehicles and 21 MS. MENENDEZ: She has a card. 
22 commercial vehicles. We define vehicle as-- a 22 CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Okay, thank you. 
23 personal vehicle as a vehicle in good repair 23 MS. GORDON: Good evening. My name is Eva 
24 that is not used for trade, services or 24 Gordon. I live at 1020 Andora A venue. I've 
25 commerce in general, and we defme that as not 25 lived in Coral Gables for 40 years. I've 
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1 being a commercial vehicle. Then we have the 1 worked in Coral Gables for over 20 years. I've 
2 provision that deals with inoperable, 2 already submitted my comments to you, through 
3 dismantled, wrecked, harboring diseases, place 3 Mr. Riel, via e-mail today, so I'm not going to 
4 for mosquitos to grow. We have a provision 4 repeat those. I hope you're going to have a 
5 where you -- we expand the defmitions to say 5 chance to read them. 
6 so-called monster trucks, or consisting of a 6 I do wish to emphasize that the only reason 
7 vehicle modified or purposely built with 7 we moved into Coral Gables is because this was 
8 extremely large wheels and a suspension, and we 8 one of the few communities that had no trucks, 
9 also have added the language about ladders and 9 and we do not wish to look at trucks, whether 

10 scaffolding on the exterior. 10 they are red, green, blue, whatever they are. 
11 Ifl can make two final, very quick points, 11 We could have bought a home for half the price, 
12 and I appreciate your patience here. To the 12 on a much bigger lot, with much bigger property 
13 populace who say, "Do nothing," there's 13 around, south of Sunset, which we did not do, 
14 guidance in the August 2010 Court decisions. 14 explicitly because of the truck ordinance. I 
15 For example, in the concurring opinion, Judge 15 do not think that about 30 percent of the Coral 
16 Shepard wrote, "If I were a member of the Coral 16 Gables population should dictate to the 70 
17 Gables City Commission, I might argue it is 17 percent, what we should look at when we look 
18 improvident to maintain the ordinances before 18 through our windows. 
19 us on the City's books." He also wrote two 19 A neighbor of ours who is renting a home 
20 more sentences. "Under our system of 20 has a boyfriend, the latest boyfriend, I might 
21 government, it is our expectation as citizens 21 add, who does have a truck, and he parks it on 
22 that improvident decisions of local government, 22 the swale, and we do not open our front shades 
23 as distinguished from unlawful decisions, will 23 anymore, because we don't want to look at it, 
24 eventually be rectified by the democratic 24 and I don't want to call the police every I! 
25 process," and, "This is as it should be." 25 weekend. And there is no way to enforce, if II 
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you allow the trucks, as to how big they are, 1 
how ugly they are, how much noise they make, 2 
which, by the way, I fmd it very unusual that 3 
nobody has voiced their opinions or comments 4 
about the noise that trucks go with. I think 5 
that's an important issue, but no one has said 6 
a word about that. 7 

I think that the zoning group has a lot 8 
more to do than come and run around when we 9 
pick up the phone and say, "Oh, I don't think 1 0 
this truck is right for this neighborhood, this 11 
is not clean, this is messy, this has this and 12 
that." I don't think that's what they should 13 
spend their time on. They have no manpower to 14 
enforce that, and I think it's unreasonable to 15 
expect. 16 

I think for those who want change, I'd like 1 7 
to say, why trucks? Why not boats? Why not 18 
roof tiles? Why not paint color? Why stop 19 
there? Why just trucks? Why not just change 2 0 
everything? So I say no to trucks. Let's just 21 
keep it the way it is, and those of us who have 2 2 
lived here for a long time, let us enjoy for a 2 3 
little more, and when we're gone, you can bring 2 4 
your trucks. Thank you. 2 5 
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CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 1 
MS. MENENDEZ: Jamie Riclunan. 2 
MS. RICHMAN: Good evening. My name is 3 

Jamie Riclunan, and I am here this evening on 4 
behalf of my 19-year-old son. 5 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Would you please state 6 
your address? 7 

MS. RICHMAN: Well, I'm on behalf-- I am 8 
here on behalf of my 19-year-old, Brent Feder. 9 
13679 Deering Bay Drive. Brent Feder is a 1 0 
sophomore at Florida State University, so he is 11 
not able to be here, so I will be reading a 12 
letter to you that he had sent to the Mayor and 13 
the Commissioners. 14 

"Dear Mayor Cason: It has come to my 15 
attention that there is a serious dispute 1 6 
regarding the allowance of noncommercial pickup 1 7 
trucks being owned in the Coral Gables area. I 18 
am a 19-year-old college student who represents 19 
a 19-year resident of the Gables, and even 2 0 
though my opinion may seem insignificant, I am 2 1 
authorized to share it with you, nonetheless. 2 2 
I personally do not own a pickup truck, but my 2 3 
best friend and neighbor does, and its uses are 2 4 
not commercialized in any way. On a day-to-day 2 5 - -- -
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basis, our outdoor pursuits require such a 
vehicle. The hauling of sandy kayaks, massive 
coolers, nets, our catch, and other 
miscellaneous fishing and diving equipment that 
otherwise would ruin a normal vehicle is 
accepted by this vehicle with ease. Our 
ventures even occasionally take us across the 
state in search of new waters, and it's funny 
that we are only met with hostility when we 
arrive home. It would seem reasonable that 
maybe a large SUV could be used in place of our 
beloved pickup, but have you ever seen what 
saltwater and sand does to the inside of even 
the toughest of trucks and back seats? The 
damage is irreversible and ends up being 
overtly (sic) expensive, the reason why I am 
currently carless. The utility of our vehicle 
also isn't limited to our personal escapes. 
Both my neighbor and I are immersed in 
different communal activities, namely, many 
different Special Olympic events, that 
typically require the transporting of heavy, 
bulky items, industrial size tents, coolers and 
sporting equipment that have all found their 
way into the bed of our vehicle en masse. In 
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the place of three separate SUV s, we manage to 
make a single trip, saving time, space and 
resources. 

"I am aware, Mayor Cason, that laws are set 
to manage the masses and retain the order, but 
when this law was instated (sic), weren't such 
vehicles used specifically for commercial 
purposes? Looking around today's streets, the 
vast majority of trucks seem to lack any 
commercial connection. That is, there are no 
stickers, equipment or advertisements on such 
vehicles. Could it be possible that we are in 
a different time, where people drive such 
vehicles as a new fad? Of course, this is 
simply an observation. The trucks of today are 
more luxurious than those of the previous 
decade, are more useful, and are increasing in 
popularity. I like to think that my neighbor 
and I are not the only individuals in Coral 
Gables that enjoy the outdoor pursuits South 
Florida has to offer, but maybe I'm wrong. The 
usefulness of the pickup outweighs that of any 
other vehicle we have tried, and saying it 
works for us would be a grave understatement. 
I can't imagine I'm the only resident that 
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feels this way, but who knows? Maybe I'm 1 
wrong. Thank you for your time, Mayor Cason. 2 
Brent Feder, 13679 Deering Bay Drive." 3 

Thankyou. 4 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 5 
MS. MENENDEZ: Wahneta Sessions? 6 
MS. SESSIONS: Ever try to put a banana 7 

tree in a car? 8 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Would you state your 9 

name and address, please? 1 0 
MS. SESSIONS: I'm Wahneta Sessions. I 11 

live at 711 University Drive. 12 
CHAIRMAN AIZENST AT: Thank you. 13 
MS. SESSIONS: And I love to garden and I 14 

love to landscape my property. That's one of 15 
the beauties of the Gables. If I had a pickup 1 6 
truck, I could go out to the Redlands and get 1 7 
all sorts of great things. As it is, I've got 18 
to beg and borrow a pickup truck from someone 19 
who doesn't live in the Gables. Let us ladies 2 0 
have a pickup truck. Thank you. 2 1 

(Applause) 2 2 
MS. MENENDEZ: William Sessions. 2 3 
MR. WILLIAM SESSIONS: Yes, my name is 2 4 

William Sessions. I live at 711 University 2 5 
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Drive. I just want to say, I think the 1 
Proposal A should be modified to modem times. 2 
I'm just going to keep it short and simple. 3 
That's all I've got to say. 4 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 5 
MR. WILLIAM SESSIONS: Have a good day. 6 
MS. MENENDEZ: Carlos Garcia. 7 
MR. GARCIA: Thank you for taking the time. 8 
Carlos Garcia, 1441 Robbia. I think the 9 

time has come to modernize it, as well. I'm 1 0 
all for an amendment to the existing law. 11 

A 1960s ordinance, it's-- you know, we 12 
came from Cuba in 1960. I don't want to get 13 
into the political, but to park a vehicle, it's 14 
to me as American as apple pie. It's Coral 15 
Gables, apple pie, and Chevrolet, you know, and 16 
Ford. It goes together. Let the lady park her 17 
car, let -- you know, be able to take your kids 1 8 
fishing, be able to take your kids to soccer, 19 
do your gardening. It's, I think, the right 2 0 
thing to do in this day and age. 2 1 

The footprint of the vehicle I have is well 2 2 
within the many vehicles that have been already 2 3 
discussed. I think I aid the City in having a 2 4 
truck. On two hurricane occasions, my vehicle, 2 5 

- -
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1 

which is noncommercial, was used to clear the 
City streets of debris prior to the City being 
able to get out there, and I realize they can't 
get everywhere. The residents around my 
neighborhood were extremely happy with my truck 
on those days. 

This last Saturday, there was a downed 
power line on Alhambra. I called it in, and I 
stayed with my truck. I felt very safe. I 
waited for the City of Coral Gables Fire 
Department to arrive. The lines were down. I 
handed it off to them, they told me to leave, 
and that was it. But these vehicles have 
gotten their day in the sun, and I think the 
time is right I think Coral Gables has bigger 
fish to fry, more important things on their 
plate. 

It needs to be an inclusive city, and I 
think it sets a bad precedent on just values 
and the direction -- The next thing could be, 
maybe you don't like the types of boats parked 
in the different waterways. You don't know 
where this is. If you're paying your taxes, if 
you're keeping your City, your homes clean, 
you're actually using the trucks to maintain 
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your lawns and your gardens and so forth, I 
think it's the right thing to do. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Rob Ruwitch. 
MR. RUWITCH: Hello. My name is Rob 

Ruwitch. I live at 395 Marquesa Drive, and I 
have a comment for myself, and I have a letter 
that was written by my neighbor, Christopher 
Toomey, that I'd like to read to you. He 
couldn't be here. He had a previous 
engagement. 

"Dear Coral Gables Planning and Zoning 
Board: My name is Christopher Toomey. I live 
at 500 Marquesa Drive, Coral Gables. This is 
an Old Cutler Bay neighborhood. I'm writing to 
you today to express my lack of support for the 
ordinance banning pickup trucks in Coral Gables 
prior to 7:30. I understand the origin of this 
ordinance, and at one time, when pickup trucks 
were used almost exclusively for construction 
work, I can understand where such ordinance 
would have its benefits. However, times and 
vehicle have changed over the years. Pickup 
trucks and SUV s are now commonly used as 
primary modes of transportation. I own a 
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1 pickup truck and park it on the side of my 1 fully support others here, friends and 
2 house, well behind the front of my house, and 2 neighbors, that are supporting a modification 
3 at least 70 feet from the City right-of-way. 3 of the rule. 
4 Living on the water and being a boat owner, I 4 You know, in the Court opinion in the Third 
5 find it very practical to own a pickup truck. 5 D.C.A., there was a whole lot of dissent and 
6 I also have the captain, mate and friends with 6 differences of opinion, and my sense is that a 
7 pickup trucks who often arrive at my house 7 little different fact pattern, I think, perhaps 
8 prior to 7:30 for a day of fishing. I have a 8 the City might not be so lucky, and I think the 
9 large driveway that can accommodate numerous 9 City Attorney might be a little more active in 

10 vehicles, and my guests are always parked on my 10 defending some of these cases. 
11 property and do not infringe on the City's 11 I think, as a resident, I generally 
12 right-of-way. I cannot see a good reason for 12 understand the notion of preserving the 
13 prohibiting the parking of pickup trucks in 13 residential character of the community, but, I 
14 this manner. An additional concern of mine is 14 you know, just a ban on pickup trucks, or 
15 selective enforcement. Many homeowners with 15 Mercedes Benz, for that reason, banning parking 
16 pickup trucks have also walls, gates behind 16 these individuals in the evening, without also 
17 which are their driveways and their vehicles. 17 identifying why you folks find them 
18 Will Code Enforcement be scaling these walls to 18 specifically offensive, to me, doesn't make a 
19 ticket these vehicles, as well? I believe the 19 lot of sense, and it clearly-- you know, that 
20 ordinance banning pickup trucks has become 20 line of thought was prevalent in some of the 
21 obsolete and should be repealed. At a minimum, 21 judicial opinions from the Third D.C.A. and 
22 it should be amended to include just those 22 others. 
23 pickup trucks, or any vehicle, for that matter, 23 I also think there's a form of elitism or 
24 that are labeled with signage indicating 24 maybe political correctness (sic) in some of 
25 commercial use. Thank you." 25 this stuff, that's beneath the surface, that I 
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1 I would like to address one other issue 1 fmd highly offensive. I think it opens the 
2 with regard to that, and it adopts the mode and 2 door for a lot of other things that you folks 
3 means of transportation that many people have 3 or the City Commission could do, which places 
4 adopted with the use of pickup trucks. By not 4 unreasonable restrictions on our use of private 
5 amending this ordinance, by enforcing it from 5 vehicles, and I'd really rather not go down 
6 six o'clock or seven o'clock in the evening, it 6 that road. I 

7 precludes residents of Coral Gables who may or 7 I would also point out, fmally, that the 
8 may not have friends who have a pickup truck as 8 defmition of a truck, at least as I understand 
9 the major means of transportation from inviting 9 it in the Zoning Codes and the City Codes, 

10 them over for dinner. You're going to get 10 includes virtually every single SUV or truck 
11 cited for having your friends come over? You 11 that you can think of, and I thought that the 
12 don't know if it's their only vehicle or not. 12 rulemaking that you folks are involved in, and 
13 They don't know. The ordinance, I feel, needs 13 the City Commission involved in, really should 
14 to be adjusted, needs to be modified, needs to 14 take into account the number and the variety 
15 be brought up to modem times. Thank you. 15 and the modem day usage of some of these 
16 CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 16 vehicles, and really how people buy them and 
17 MS. MENENDEZ: Robert Black. 17 use them, and I think you'll fmd that they're 
18 MR. BLACK: Good evening. I appreciate 18 more than acceptable. 
19 having the opportunity to talk to you all. My 19 So I appreciate your time. Thank you very 
20 name is Robert Black. I live at 620 Destacada, 20 much. 
21 in Coral Gables. I own a number of cars. One 21 CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 
22 of them is a pickup truck. I love it a lot. 22 MS. MENENDEZ: John Liappas. 
23 Unfortunately, I practice law for a living, so 23 Lowell Kuvin. 
24 perhaps my -- you know, my comments may well 24 MR. KUVIN: Hi. Good evening. My name is 
25 have a little legalistic line to them, but I 25 Lowell Kuvin. I live at 11 Island A venue, 
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Miami Beach, Florida. I used to be a Coral 1 
Gables resident. However, I got married and 2 
moved away. 3 

Everything has really kind of been covered. 4 
Ijusthavetoreallykindofsay, "Wow." I 5 
never knew that this whole thing was going to 6 
blow up and become this. So many people have 7 
come out tonight to say so many positive 8 
things, on both sides, really. I think it's 9 
very important to know that there are a lot of 1 0 
people that live in Miami Beach and people that 11 
live in other parts of Miami that don't come to 12 
Coral Gables at night because they do drive 13 
pickup trucks. I don't primarily drive my 14 
pickup truck anymore, but I can't drive it to 15 
the City at night, and if I wanted to come to 1 6 
visit a friend of mine and maybe pick up a 1 7 
piece of furniture, I couldn't do it at night. 1 8 
I could do it during the day, but I work during 19 
the day. So it's kind of a little bit of a 2 0 
stain on the City of Coral Gables, and I 2 1 
believe that the ordinance should definitely be 2 2 
changed. I'm sure you know that I believe that 2 3 
already. 24 

People have been talking about property 2 5 
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investments. During the litigation, we had 1 
asked for a simple survey, or perhaps maybe 2 
some type of document that shows that there's 3 
an empirical correlation between property 4 
values and pickup trucks. The City never 5 
produced that. I've searched high and low. 6 
It's never been found. I have not seen one, 7 
and a lot of people said that they feel that 8 
property values get lowered. I believe that 9 
Mr. Sessions or it was someone else showed a 1 0 
graph that property values actually have 11 
increased, even though we've allowed -- or the 12 
City has allowed parking of pickup trucks 13 
during the appeals process. 14 

People also talk about the snowball effect. 15 
"Well, what if we let trucks today? Well, 1 6 
then, tomorrow it will be something else, and 1 7 
the next day it will be boats," and to quote 1 8 
the ex-Mayor, then it will be swamp buggies. 19 
It's not true. The Board has the ability to 2 0 
write an ordinance that makes sense, that's 21 
reasonable, that will keep boats and swamp 2 2 
buggies out of the City. The snowball effect 2 3 
is nothing more than the person running around 2 4 
saying -- or group of people running around 2 5 -- -
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saying, "Hey, listen, if we allow this, this is 
going to happen." There's no proofthat that's 
going to happen. 

I'd just like to say, thank you very much 
for listening to me, and a bright line test; 
ask the City Attorney, he'll tell you what that 
means, and that's the way to go. That's my 
suggestion. Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Robert Backoosky. 
Maricela (sic) Villamil. 
Mark Losada. 
MS. VILLAMIL: Good evening. My name is 

Mariaelena Villamil, and I live at 1256 Sorolla 
A venue, and thank you for listening to me 
tonight, gentlemen and neighbors. 

I am here to ask you to keep the ordinance 
as is, okay, for many reasons. First of all, 
like the attorney said, if we make any changes 
to it, we're opening ourselves to more 
scrutiny, to more litigation, because if you 
don't change it the way A, B or C wants it, 
then C, D and E want some other changes. 
Again, we're opening a Pandora's box. 

The second reason, we already spent eight 
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years and $200,000, supposedly, maybe more, in 
litigation, and the issue has been settled. 
Why continue wasting time? I want to tell you 
that whoever prepared this in the Planning 
Department, I think it's wonderful that you 
compared 20 different cities, but who wants to 
live in Washington, in Kansas, in wherever, in 
Illinois? These are the cities that are being 
compared to Coral Gables. When all of us 
bought in Coral Gables, and the first time I 
bought in Coral Gables was back in 1980, and I 
work and live here since 1992, the last time, 

I 

we all knew that Coral Gables has very strict 1 

rules, and we bought, knowing that. Otherwise, 
we wouldn't have bought here. And if your 
realtor didn't tell you, you should fire them, 
okay, because when you buy a condo, you know 
there are rules and regulations that you have 
to follow. I'm not against change, okay, but 
only changes for the better, okay? The pickup 
trucks are not the time to be changed now, 
okay? 

I fmd it offensive for the gentleman that 
says that, you know, we are considered elitist 
if we want to change the ordinance -- or we 
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want to keep the ordinance. No, I'm not an 1 
elitist. I live in Coral Gables by choice, and 2 
I want Coral Gables to stay the way it is. 3 

The issue is not owning a pickup truck, for 4 
some people that mentioned that. The issue is 5 
where you're going to park the pickup truck, 6 
okay? So don't let them water the mud-- muddle 7 
the waters, okay? 8 

The other thing is -- let me see, I had 9 
something else. Look, those -- the gentleman 1 0 
that said that people don't come from Miami 11 
Beach because of their pickup truck at night, 12 
you know, I beg to differ. That's totally 13 
ridiculous, because you get fmed if they see 14 
your truck every day, and you don't get fmed 15 
for the first visit. So, excuse me, I'm sure 1 6 
people from Miami Beach with pickup trucks do 1 7 
come to Coral Gables at night. 18 

And lastly, if Jimmy Cefalo doesn't want to 19 
come to Coral Gables, because he's going to get 2 0 
ticketed, good. We have less traffic in Coral 21 
Gables. So thank you very much. 2 2 

MS. MENENDEZ: Mark Losada. 2 3 
MR. LOSADA: Good evening. Most everything 2 4 

that I was going to say has already been said. 2 5 
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CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Will you state your 1 
name and address, please? 2 

MR. LOSADA: Oh, I'm sorry. My name is 3 
Mark Losada. I live at 9380 Gallardo Street, 4 
in Old Cutler Bay, and I'm throwing a lot of my 5 
Old Cutler Bay residents under the bus, or the 6 
pickup truck. We have a minimum of20 in the 7 
neighborhood, that are residing. They are all 8 
nice vehicles, very, very well kept, beautiful 9 
vehicles, not the intention of the law when it 1 0 
was written. I understand that. Like I said, 11 
most everything that I was going to say has 12 
already been brought up. Only one issue was 13 
brought up that I hadn't thought of, and that 14 
was the noise issue. Everything else has been 15 
addressed. Size, weight, looks, all addressed. 16 
As far as a pickup truck being noisier than any 1 7 
other vehicle, I would challenge that any day 18 
of the week. The exhaust systems that come 19 
with the pickup trucks, modem day exhaust 2 0 
systems, are identical -- I'm a mechanic -- to 2 1 
any vehicle on the road. They are just as 2 2 
quiet, unless modified, and I will guarantee 2 3 
you, there are more Mustangs modified to be 2 4 
louder than pickup trucks, than there are any 2 5 

-- -
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pickup trucks on the road. Thank you for your 
time. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Rod Dickinson? 
MR. DICKINSON: Hello. My name is Rod 

Dickinson. I'm a resident of King's Bay, in 1 

the southern end of Coral Gables, and I'm here 
to support a modification. One of the past 
guests -- I didn't even think of this, about 
guests. That kind of disturbed me, because I 
do have guests who own pickup trucks, and I can 
imagine, at one of my parties, there might be 
three or four pickup trucks out front, and I'm 
wondering how you would all address that. 

Another thing I want to point out is the 
appearance of the truck. This is a document I 
just put together. It has the original 
truck -- that was a Dodge -- in about 1964, 
about that time that this ordinance was put in 
place, and you can see the transition between 
the vehicles. This is a $70,000 Escalade. 
This is the pickup truck that would be illegal, 
and I just -- The back end of the truck is 
basically the only thing that's different, and 
I just don't understand how you put those 
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things apart. I don't understand that. And 
being a resident of King's Bay, we have a lot 
of families and boaters, and this is a defmite 
necessity. We have to have a truck. We bring 
big boats in the ramp. We have a lot of gear, 
saltwater, and other items that that would 
probably not be so great in the interior of 
another car. 

So those are my concerns of my 
neighborhood, and I want to thank you again. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Carlos Solis. 
MR. SOLIS: Yes, my name is Carlos Solis. 

I live at 9365 Gallardo Street. That's in Old 
Cutler Bay. 

1960, is that when this ordinance was 
enacted? That was 51 years ago, and nothing 
has changed? It sounds a little bit outdated 
to me. In my street, there are three pickup 
trucks, including my son's. They're all very 
nice trucks. Nobody seems to have a problem 
except the City of Coral Gables. My son backs 
his truck by the side of the house. We have a 
one-car garage. We can't fit it. You cannot 
tell from looking at the truck if it's an SlN II 
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or a truck, and at night, like everybody 
mentioned, it's even harder to tell. 

So you guys have got to get up with the 
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times and make a differentiation between a 
commercial vehicle and a very nice truck or SUV 
or pickup truck. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Alexandra Goldstein. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Jan Bartlesen? 9 
MS. GOLDSTEIN: Good evening. My name is 10 

Alexandra Goldstein, and I've lived in Coral 
Gables all of my life, all 23 years. I 
actually drive a pickup truck. It's a 2005 
Ford Explorer Sport Trac, which you can tell-
or maybe not -- from this picture here. I 
don't know if you can tell that it's a pickup. 

Anyway, I support-- I do not support this 
truck ordinance, despite my support of other 
things, other ordinances that are put in place 
to make sure that Coral Gables lives up its 
City Beautiful name, including the enforcement 
of using certain building materials in 
construction, certain paint colors, because 
nobody wants to live next to a neon house, and 
quality standards that are relatively 
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permanent. Cars are not, though. 
Since this truck ban was put into place in 

the 1960s, the overall perception of a pickup 
truck as a service vehicle has dramatically 
changed. As you can tell, people who used to 
drive -- you know, the standard farmer pickup 
truck is completely different from any of these 
luxury cars that are targeted -- that are 
designs targeted by Ford, Cadillac, anything 
like that. They focus on designing trucks that 
are aesthetically pleasing and utilitarian, as 
well. They allow families to do a multitude of 
activities that require lugging room, fishing 
trips, camping trips, sporting events, et 
cetera, and they also allow the ability for 
people -- families to gain transportation after 
hurricanes, any of those storms. I know that 
we've had Katrina, Wilma. We've been able to 
help all of our neighbors clear the street, 
actually drive on all this debris, to be able 
to get food and whatnot, which is kind of 
important, in light of being out of power for 
two weeks and stuff like that. 

Also, our streets are so dark at night that 
you usually wouldn't see -- you wouldn't make 
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the distinguish -- I mean, you wouldn't 
distinguish between a pickup truck like mine 
versus the Ford Explorer, the standard version, 
and for years now, since I've had it, I back it 
into the driveway. Nobody can tell the 
difference, really, if you're driving down the 
street. 

Additionally, I also have very many friends 
that drive pickup trucks, you know, that will 
come to my house for dinner, for other 
get-togethers, or since I live in a pretty 
central location to all of them, we typically 
park our cars there and somebody else will 
drive, and all of these events typically end 
before-- I mean, after-- well after 7:00p.m. 

So I would just like to thank you for 
listening to me, and I hope that I have your 
support in modifying this truck ban to allow 
people that have pickup trucks for personal use 
to park them in front of their driveways. 

That's all. Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Nati Soto. 
Enrique Lopez. 
MR. LOPEZ: Good evening, Mr. Chair, 
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Members of the Board, fellow residents, my 
fellow residents. I'm Enrique Lopez. I live 
at 1312 Sorolla A venue, and I have the 
privilege of living, not next to Mariaelena, 
but this is Mariaelena's neighbor. This is not 
the very nice nifty truck, and you're right, 
there are some very beautiful pickup trucks, 
but I think we need to stick to what has made 
our City great, and I hear the word outdated. 
I'm very proud of living in a very outdated 
City, founded in 1926. It's a quality of life 
component. 

When I moved here, 25 years ago, I knew the 
rules. I knew there were rules for painting. 
I would not have the concrete truck that used 
to be in West Dade being washed every evening 
from my home, and I knew the rules. It is so 
well known and so well respected and highly 
sought that Florida Trend, in the October 
2011 --and I will quote them. "Coral Gables 
City government is known for its tough stance 
on zoning, architecture and general 
beautification issues. One ordinance bans the 
parking of pickup trucks in driveways 
overnight." The key component, "on driveways 
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overnight." This is not a ban on pickup 1 
trucks. We're being told this is being-- It's 2 
kind of a -- it's growing as it's being talked 3 
about. It's just a ban on parking the dam 4 
things overnight in the driveway. You have 5 
carports, you have a garage. Maybe we should 6 
have those garages that have been converted 7 
into bedrooms or into actual rental property to 8 
become garages again. Maybe we could park some 9 
of the pickup trucks there. 1 0 

"The upscale enclave style, quality of life 11 
and proximity to Miami International Airport 12 
have made it a favorite of executives." 13 

The median single-family home price is more 14 
than $631,000, far above the state average of 15 
138. 16 

Ladies and gentlemen, let's not fool 1 7 
ourselves. Let's not call ourselves outdated. 18 
The bottom line, in the midst of this crisis, 19 
fmancial crisis we have suffered in the real 2 0 
estate market, our property values are still 2 1 
there. We're the most emulated city. 2 2 

The above write-up that they had says it 2 3 
all. Why the issue? We're willing to destroy 2 4 
something that's unique and special, that we 2 5 
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knew, coming into? Sure, we can change the 1 
laws, we can change many things, but not 2 
quality of life. I am confident, yes, there's 3 
some beautiful pickup trucks, but now we have a 4 
Code Enforcement. What's next, chain link 5 
fences? What's next, religious statues? I 6 
think it really behooves us to step back and 7 
not let a minority -- yes, they are a minority. 8 
I counted 56 vehicles out there before I came 9 
in. There were only three pickup trucks. 1 0 
Plenty of Mercedes Benzes, S Class, plenty of 11 
Beamers, 700 series. Go count them out there. 12 
So, if I count, I would say the majority of the 13 
people here who are driving are not driving 14 
pickup trucks. Again, that's not the issue. 15 
Let's let the majority prevail, and if there's 1 6 
an issue on who's the majority, majority, let's 1 7 
take it to a vote. I am confident, as I sit 1 8 
here, that the minority will not prevail. 19 

Thank you very much. 2 0 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 21 
MS. BARTLESEN: Good evening. My name is 2 2 

Janice Bartlesen. I live at 533 Majorca 2 3 
Avenue. I am a long-time resident of Coral 2 4 
Gables. I've lived here since 1987. I am very 2 5 
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happy and proud to live here. I urge you to 
repeal the ban on trucks. I think it's 
archaic, old-fashioned, and not with the times. 

One of the things I love about living in 
Coral Gables is that we're near the water. We 
use our truck for our tandem kayak, our tandem 
bike. We haul saiboats. We live a very active 
lifestyle, and I urge you to repeal it. 

Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Nati Soto. 
MS. SOTO: Good afternoon. My name is Nati 

Soto. I live at 1555 Alcala Avenue, in Coral 
Gables. I've lived in Coral Gables for more 
than 40 years, most of my life. I'm an 
architect. I've served on the Architectural 
Board many times, so aesthetics are defmitely 
a focus in my life. I live in Coral Gables, 
not because of a truck ban, but because of 
beautiful trees, great houses, good property 
values, and basically, I live in a very 
desirable community. 

Many things that were objectionable in 1964 
are no longer so, as you all know, and we need 
to keep our regulations up-to-date to reflect 
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that change in our lives and in our 
communities, and the way that people use trucks 
these days, use personal trucks, they're 
beautiful, they're very utilitarian, they're 
not objectionable, they're not ugly, and we're 
not legislating ugly. We're legislating 
against commercial vehicles with ladders, 
equipment, tools, et cetera. That's what we 
need to regulate against, because that is 
what's objectionable, when a truck is covered 
in mud and concrete and it parks next door. So 
focus on that. The regulations need to be 
updated. We don't need regulations that 
prevent people from parking their personal 
vehicles. 

Furthermore, I see that there is -- that 
City work vehicles are exempt from this. There 
are some lovely City vehicles, work vehicles, 
and some not very lovely ones, and I certainly 
don't think there should be an exception for 
the City of Coral Gables vehicles with --
that's a work vehicle, to be allowed in the 
City to park overnight, not any of those 
vehicles. And again, I don't -- There's a lot 
of needs in this community, there's a lot of -
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needs for Code Enforcement, and there's 1 
certainly not a need to spend the little money 2 

that we have for Code Enforcement on our Code 3 

Enforcement officers driving through our 4 
neighborhoods at night, ticketing our citizens 5 
for parking their pickup trucks on the 6 
driveways. 7 

So please consider this viewpoint. I thank 8 
you for looking at this in a serious way and 9 
adjusting it to 2011, instead of 1964. Thank 10 
you. 11 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 12 
MS. MENENDEZ: Rafael Contreras. 13 
Todd Preston. 14 
Mark Touze. 15 
MR. TOUZE: Good evening. My name is Mark 16 

Touze. I reside at 95 South Prospect Drive. I 17 
purchased approximately three and a half years 18 
ago. I've grown up in the Gables, lived here 19 
for about 29 years. I was aware of the truck 2 0 

ordinance since I was a child. 21 

One of the reasons why I purchased at 95 2 2 

South Prospect was because I was under the 2 3 

impression that the ordinance was in the 2 4 

process of being changed or might have already 2 5 
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been changed. I currently own a truck and I'm 1 
for modifying the ordinance. 2 

I'd like to point out a cuuple other 3 
points. People have mentioned that trucks for 4 
commercial use, or government, governmental 5 
use, are allowed in the Gables. There are also 6 
trucks used by frrefighters that aren't used to 7 
fight frres, just they have trucks because they 8 
like trucks; they're for personal use. I'd 9 
like to know what would be done about the dozen 1 0 
or so trucks that are clearly visible along 11 
U.S. 1 and Riviera Drive at night, or not so 12 
clearly at night. 13 

Another question or point I might bring up, 14 
which wasn't very clear in the ordinance, was 15 
not being allowed to park a truck at night in a 16 
business location, meaning that if I wanted to 1 7 
join a gym in the Gables or go eat in a 18 
restaurant in the Gables, I would not be able 19 
to drive there and wouldn't really be 2 0 
contributing or bringing my money to the Gables 2 1 
and would maybe choose Coconut Grove or South 2 2 
Miami. Thank you. 2 3 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 24 
MS. MENENDEZ: We have no more speakers. 2 5 
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CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: How many? 
MS. MENENDEZ: No more. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: No more? 
Okay. Why don't we go ahead and take about 

a five-minute break, or maybe a ten-minute 
break, and at that time we'll see if there's 
any questions, and open it up to the Board. 

Thank you. 
(Thereupon, a brief recess was taken.) 
CHAIRMAN AIZENST AT: If everybody will 

please take their seats, we'll go ahead and 
resume. If everybody will please take their 
seats. Thank you. 

There was one gentleman that did not hear 
his name called. I'd like to invite him, 
please, to come up and we'll close it after 
that. 

Please state your name and address. 
MR. PRESTON: Thank you very much. My name 

is Todd Preston. I live at 1429 Messina 
Avenue. I just found out I'm as old as the 
ordinance. I was born in Coral Gables 
Hospital, 51 years ago. I don't know if that 
gives me any more credibility, but I want to 
tell you that I support keeping the ban in 
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place. I think everybody that wants to repeal 
it, it's a classic case of, it's better to ask 
for forgiveness than ask for permission. 

I drove a Ford Ranger pickup truck for many 
years, although I no longer do since I moved 
back to the Gables. When I need a pickup 
truck, U-Haul rents them for $19.95. 

I'm afraid that if we repeal the ban, it 
will open the door to other things, and before 
you know it, Coral Gables will no longer be the 
City Beautiful. It will be just like any other 
municipality in Dade County. I'm familiar with 
Rudy Giuliani's broken windows theory, that 
worked in New Y ark City, and if we repeal this 
ban, it will open up the floodgates for 
everything else in the future. Keep the ban in 
place. Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Okay, thank you. 
Jill? 
MS. MENENDEZ: Yes. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: I think that goes 

aheadand--
MS. MENENDEZ: Closes it up. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: --closes it up. We 

have everybody that wanted to speak go ahead 
-- -
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1 and speak. 1 either they buy meter bags for the event or 
2 Okay, at this time, I'd like to open it up 2 keep the meters paid. 
3 for our Board members to ask any questions or 3 CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Any other questions 
4 comments from Staff or anybody. Is there 4 for the Parking Director, since he's here? 
5 anybody -- Jeff? 5 Anybody? 
6 MR. FLANAGAN: Sure. Could I just ask-- I 6 Okay. The residential? 
7 heard a lot of comment about the inability to 7 MR. RIEL: Eli? 
8 have guests park at the house in the evening or 8 MR. GUTIERREZ: For residential parkers, 
9 come to the Gables and patronize the 9 you're talking about when it's a party? Is 

10 restaurants or other establishments at night, 10 that what you said, Mr. Flanagan? Parties 
11 because it would be after seven o'clock and you 11 usually happen at night. My officers are not 
12 couldn't do that with a pickup truck. 1 2 working after 6:00. However, if we were to 
13 Can we just get clarification on that? 13 interpret the Code -- We have to use common 
14 MR. RIEL: You're -- regarding in 14 sense. If there's a party going on and we go 
15 commercial areas or in the Downtown? 15 out there, the intention of the Code is storing 
16 MR. FLANAGAN: Well, both in the Downtown 16 the vehicle. If there's a party going on, 
17 and ifl had -- ifl had friends that wanted to 17 we're not going to be citing every truck that's 
18 come over that had pickup trucks and watch the 18 out there. We understand. The officers have 
19 football game at night, could they potentially 19 been through this before, and what we use is a 
20 get in trouble for doing that? 20 lot of common sense into the Code. 
21 MR. RIEL: Kevin Kinney is probably the 21 Let's stick to one of the facts of the 
22 best person that should address the issue in 22 Code, is that it's the storage of the vehicle. 
23 the commercial areas. I don't know -- There he 23 If you're at a party, you're not storing your 
24 is. And maybe Eli, in terms of the 24 vehicle for multiple hours, the whole day, the 
25 residential. 25 whole night. You're there for a couple of 
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1 MR. KINNEY: In commercial areas-- 1 hours and you go home. We're not going to be 

II 2 CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Could you state-- 2 out there just for parties. That's basically 
3 MR. KINNEY: Oh, my name is -- 3 what I'm trying to say. 
4 CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: --just your name and 4 CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Ifi may, you say that 
5 position? 5 you work till 6:00? 
6 MR. KINNEY: Yeah. My name is Kevin 6 MR. GUTIERREZ: Yes, sir. I• 

7 Kinney. I'm the Parking Director for the City 7 CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: The common question 
8 of Coral Gables. 8 would be, does then the police officer enforce 
9 In commercial areas, the only requirement 9 after six o'clock? I understand you have 

10 in the evenings is that if you're parked at a 1 0 people that come in early. You said at 5:00 or 
11 meter, you pay the meter. We do not look at 11 5:30 in the morning. 
1 2 what type of vehicle. In fact, if you're at 12 MR. GUTIERREZ: Yes, sir, we start at 5:30. 
1 3 dinner at one of the restaurants Downtown and 1 3 CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Let's say somebody 
14 you drove into town in a motor home, as long as 1 4 goes ahead and leaves for work at 5:00 in the 
15 you park and pay both meters that your vehicle 15 morning, but they park their pickup truck at 
16 is parked at, it's legally parked. 16 7:00 at night til15:00 in the morning. How 
17 CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Any type of vehicle? 17 would you enforce it? 
18 If I have a semi truck, and I want to take up 18 MR. GUTIERREZ: I'm going to hand it over 
19 the whole line of meters, may I do that? 1 9 to Police. 
2 0 MR. KINNEY: We actually have had that 20 CHAIRMAN AIZENST AT: So I guess that -- It 
2 1 specific situation with the two hotels, the 21 would be up to a resident to complain at that 
22 Hyatt and the Colonnade, where there has been 22 point, right, Scott? 
2 3 some event where they needed a semi for the 23 MAJOR MASINGTON: I'm Major Scott 
2 4 event at the hotel, and there has been a semi 24 Masington, with the Police Department. The 
25 parked on the street, and the requirement was, 25 Police Department doesn't really enforce all of 

.I 
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the Code violations in the City of Coral 
Gables. What we would do is respond to a 
citizen complaint, and we would write an 
information report that indicates what our 
observations were at the time we arrived, and 
then we'd forward those observation reports or 
information reports to Code Enforcement for a 
follow-up on the subsequent day. So we are the 
eyes, if you may, during the evening hours, but 
not necessarily writing the Code violations. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Okay. Thank you. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

MR. SALMAN: So the Code enforcement would 12 
come in the next day -

MR. GUTIERREZ: Yes. 
13 
14 

MR. SALMAN: -- with that report and 15 
issue the citation -- 1 6 

MR. GUTIERREZ: Yes. 17 
MR. SALMAN: -- or the warning, usually, to 18 

begin with. 19 
MR. GUTIERREZ: The Police Department and 2 0 

Code Enforcement work -- not only for trucks, 2 1 
but anything that we're not working, and it's a 2 2 
Code violation that an officer sees, he 2 3 
forwards us a report, and we go out there the 2 4 
next day and cite. 2 5 

MR. LAGO: A quick question? 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Yes. 
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1 
2 

MR. LAGO: Are you privy to how many 3 
citations were issued this past year? 4 

MR. GUTIERREZ: Well, we haven't-- What we 5 
have enforced and haven't stopped has been 6 
commercial vehicles with commercial signage, 7 
but the pickup truck ordinance has been on 8 
hold, so we haven't cited for it, for just a 9 
generic pickup truck with no signage on it. 1 0 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Because of the lawsuit 11 
or the case? 12 

MR. GUTIERREZ: Yes, sir. The only thing 13 
we did do, as the Code Enforcement Division, 14 
for education in the public is just let them 15 
know what the Code says, let them know that -- 16 
what happened with the Supreme Court, but no 1 7 
enforcement as far as just a regular pickup 18 
truck with no signage. 19 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Any other questions 2 0 
for Code Enforcement? 2 1 

Robert, any comments? 2 2 
MR. BEHAR: You know, this is an issue that 2 3 

we've been dealing-- three of us here, for the 2 4 
last five, six years, or maybe more, and the 2 5 
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same thought processes went back in 2005, when 
we -- some of us thought it was maybe time to 
look at it and restructure it. I think that 
we're here again and I think that we need to 
look at this, and I'm opposed to allowing a 
commercial vehicle parked in the residential 
area, but I think that some of the trucks --
some of the pickup trucks today, you know, with 
some guidance -- and I remember Javier Salman 
making a comment back in 2005 about an 
oversized truck, 8500 pounds or so. I think we 
need to look at it. I think it's time that we 
really take one look at this and be able to 
make some modifications. 

Personally, I don't have a truck. I'm not 
buying a truck. On the contrary, I went 
smaller. 

MR. SALMAN: Smaller. 
MR. BEHAR: Smaller, but I think that it's 

time. It's time that we look at it, once and 
for all. 

MR. SALMAN: Ifl may, when I moved here -
I actually grew up here as a kid, and then 
we -- I went to college and moved away, got 
married, came back, and the first place I 
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wanted to buy was Coral Gables, and just after 
I moved in, my roof started leaking 
horrendously, which is a great excuse, if 
you're an architect, to knock the whole thing 
down and do it again, right? We couldn't have 
pickup trucks. I went out and bought an old 
station wagon, and it served me as my pickup 
truck, but it was legal. It was the rules. 
The rules are the rules. We all sort of come 
into play, because we live here because of the 
rules, and the rules say that you really can't 
have a pickup truck after a certain amount of 
time. 

When we dealt with this at the rewrite, 
there was the beginnings of a movement to make 
modifications, but we decided, as a group, at 
that point, to err on the side of tradition and 
go -- pretty much preserve what had already 
been here. 

I echo Robert's position that now is not a 
bad time to go ahead and reconsider it, given 
the situation. What we have here is a change 
in fashion, and how do we -- how do we modify 
our Code to accept those changes, those social, 
economic, commercial changes that have occurred 
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in the last 50 plus years? 60 years ago, or 50 1 

Page 9511 
have to apply in such a way that we understand 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

years ago, the world was a very different 2 
place. We lived in a segregated world; that is 3 
not what we have today. The options open to us 4 
from a commercial point of view, as to what is 5 
available on the market and what the market is 6 
selling, have changed completely in the last 30 7 
years. Vehicles that-- and I know, because I 8 
drive old dinosaurs. I can tell you that they 9 
have changed enormously, and the fashion is 1 0 
that people -- and we as a group like our big 11 
cars. They don't make them anymore. What they 12 
do is make trucks, and people like to be able 13 
to schlep things back and forth, and they just 14 
don't make the kind of vehicles that used to 15 
exist. 16 

Now, at the same time, we have to preserve 17 
what the initial intent was. When this City 18 
was founded in 1925, it was pretty much a 19 
bedroom community, a commuter community, and 2 0 
that people would come here in the winter, 2 1 
before there was air conditioning. The Code 2 2 
was very clear. You had to have a house with a 2 3 
garage, and the pmpose of the garage was to 2 4 
store your vehicle during the summer months 2 5 
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what the intent was, and look at them through 
today's eyes in such a way that we protect each 
other from the abuse of the rules. 

My particular point has to do with how we 
defme those vehicles, and I'm not going to 
even say pickup trucks, I'm going to just say 
vehicles, to define them as commercial or not 
commercial. There's no reason why you can't 
have a commercial vehicle if you can store it 
and hide it at night. I remember when you 
couldn't have a boat unless you could put it in 
your garage. We modified that to allow side 
yard enclosures to store a boat, and we have 
changed the Code and modified the specifics of 
the Code, without ever changing the initial 
intent, and that's one of protecting ourselves 
from ourselves, and to that end, I would go 
with what Robert is saying, that this is a good 
time to look at it again. 

MR. BEHAR: You know, the danger we look at 
is, how do you -- where do you draw the line? 
And this gentleman showed a picture of two 
trucks, one smaller and one larger, and that, I 
think, is going to be the key, is, how do 
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1 until you got back in the winter, for two 1 you -- are able to defme what is the 
2 reasons. One, it wouldn't be -- The neighbors 2 appropriateness --
3 wouldn't be polluted with derelict or abandoned 3 MR. SALMAN: The problem with defmition. 
4 cars for six months out ofthe year, and that 4 MR. BEHAR: Yeah. 
5 was the logic. In fact, the garages that were 5 MR. SALMAN: The problem with defmition. 
6 designed-- and the dimensions of the garages 6 MR. BEHAR: And that's my biggest concern 
7 at that time were so tight that they were very 7 and problem. How do you define it? And I'm --
8 difficult to use. The change in track of the 8 The other gentleman showed us a picture of the 
9 vehicles since then to now have only made that 9 evolution of a pickup truck to a more -- to the 

1 0 even more difficult to use. Especially if you 1 0 Escalade to the SUV. The SUV is the same 
11 have an older house, you know what I'm talking 11 length as a truck, as a pickup truck. That's 
12 about. 12 my concern, and that's what I am having a 
13 In that time frame, from when the City was 13 problem, struggling how to be able to defme 
14 founded to now, and we're -- as Bill Hartnett 14 that, to be able to allow to have vehicles of 
15 very clearly said, it was a tradition. The 15 that nature. 
16 tradition was one of polite behavior to your 16 MR. SALMAN: Right now, the Code is very 
1 7 neighbors. Do not do anything to your 1 7 clear and it's very defmed as to what it is. 
18 neighbors you would not want them to do to you. 18 Unfortunately, in my opinion, that defmition 
19 So-- My brother-in-law lives in Dade County, 19 is outside the reality of what is happening as 
2 0 and he's got a great Parker home, it's a 2 0 a way oflife, as what's available on the 
2 1 classic piece of architecture, and next to him 2 1 market. 
2 2 is a house that has the S.S. Minnow slowly 2 2 MR. BEHAR: But, here, today you're allowed 

II 

2 3 dissolving into the ground, and there's not a 2 3 to have trucks in Coral Gables. They just have 
2 4 dang thing he can do. That's not something I 2 4 to be -- :I 
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MR. BEHAR: Inside a garage. 1 
MR. SALMAN: Agreed. 2 
MR. BEHAR: You know, I mean, it's not 3 

like-- 4 
MR. SALMAN: This isn't a ban on trucks. 5 

That's not the issue. 6 
MR. BEHAR: It's a matter of being seen 7 

from the streets, and I think that there has to 8 
be some restrictions of what is visible. 9 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Julio? 10 
MR. GRABIEL: I think we need to look at 11 

the spirit of the law. When this issue came in 12 
1960, pickup trucks were purely used for 13 
commercial reasons. Cultural changes and 14 
societal changes have changed, and automobile 15 
design has changed. 1 6 

I came last week to City Hall to pick up 1 7 
some drawings, and parked in front of City 18 
Hall, there were a Suburban, a Hummer, and 19 
between them, in between, parked in front of 2 0 
it, was a little Toyota pickup truck, and the 21 
Suburban is allowed to park anywhere in the 2 2 
City, the Hummer is allowed to park, 8500 2 3 
pounds, I understand, the weight, is allowed to 2 4 
park. Most pickup trucks are between 3500 to 2 5 
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4,000 pounds. It makes no sense. I think what 1 
we need to do is, we need to look at the spirit 2 
of the law, which was, in my opinion, intended 3 
to keep commercial vehicles outside of the 4 
residential areas. How do we defme it? I 5 
look at my learned Director to help us with 6 
that, but I think, in my opinion, if we could 7 
fmd a way to keep the commercial vehicles and 8 
still allow for the pickup trucks which are 9 
perfectly, in my opinion, sized to be parked. 1 0 
If a Suburban is allowed to be parked anywhere 11 
in the residential of the Coral Gables, if a 12 
Hummer is allowed to be, I have a lot of 13 
difficulty defending the ban on pickup trucks. 14 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Well, you know, I 15 
think, from what I'm listening to the Board, 16 
from the comments I'm hearing, are, if we do 1 7 
some kind of modification, or the people that 18 
are in favor of a modification, I think it's 19 
important to also give our Code Enforcement a 2 0 
true guideline as to how to enforce whatever 2 1 
comes about. I think certain standards should 2 2 
be there, some performance standards or 2 3 
regulations for trucks, such as, for example, 2 4 
commercial vehicles, should they be allowed or 2 5 

--- -

Page 99 

not? You know, what do we do with government 
vehicles that have exemptions? What about 
using vehicle covers? I mean, when we start 
doing that-- I remember from the 2005 meeting 
we had, there was a discussion about vehicle 
covers that were done by the factory for the 
cars, as opposed to after-market vehicles. You 
know, do we look at limitation of trucks within 
a driveway or not? Is that fair or is that not 
fair? Do we look at the size of a truck? If 
we look at the size of a truck, do we go by the 
weight? Do we go by the tire size? Do we go 
by the type of truck, by the category, by the 
class? Then, if we allow trucks, should we 
look at screening a truck? There was a picture 
of a lady that's sitting back there that went 
ahead and showed us her truck that was parked 
in her driveway, that was actually screened on 
three sides, and you saw, in her case, the 
front of the truck. 

I think it's important, if we look at it as 
a Board, for modifications, that we also give 
some clear guidelines to which Code Enforcement 
and the Police Department and other departments 
within the City can have substance and not make 
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their own -- in other words, not act upon their 
own interpretation or their own discretion, but 
have clear guidelines as to what should be 
enforceable and what should be enforced. 

Any comments? Jeff? 
MR. FLANAGAN: They definitely need clear 

guidelines to be enforced. I mean, I 
personally don't have a problem with the 
prohibition. When I moved into Coral Gables, I 
knew it was in effect, and that was just one of 
those things that went along with living in 
Coral Gables, along with the anecdote that says 
you need a permit in order to paint the front 
door of your house. I think that's a slight 
exaggeration. But it was just part of the 
whole package. 

But with that said, times have changed. 
People operate differently. All the vehicle 
sizes have changed. I think the Federal 
regulations dictate that a truck is any of 
those other vehicles. It's the Suburban, it's 
the Tahoe, it's the Rovers, it's-- any of the 
SUVs is, I think, by Federal regs, defmed as a 
truck. So then I think we get into the issue 
of the open bed, and I remember as a kid, there 
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was a vehicle that was called the El Camino, 1 
which was basically a -- I don't know what you 2 
call it, but it was a car that had an open bed. 3 
I mean, what do you call that? 4 

VOICE FROM AUDIENCE: A hybrid. 5 
MR. FLANAGAN: Yeah, an early hybrid. 6 
So it was a car that had an open bed in the 7 

back, and for some reason, in the back of my 8 
mind, I think I remember reading an article 9 
that talked about bringing the El Camino or 1 O 
some version of it back again. So, if I could 11 
go park an El Camino in my driveway, at that 12 
point, now, what's the difference between an El 13 
Camino and a pickup truck and an SUV? I don't 14 
know that there is a difference. And so I 15 
think I agree it needs to be addressed. 16 

MR. SALMAN: I think that -- 1 7 
MR. FLANAGAN: I think the time is a good 18 

opportunity to review it, maybe to make some 19 
modifications to it. I think we're all going 2 0 
to struggle with how to modifY it. 21 

MR. SALMAN: I think we start from what is, 2 2 
I think, a consensus here, is that I think 2 3 
nobody here wants commercial vehicles. 2 4 

MR. FLANAGAN: Correct. 25 
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MR. SALMAN: The intent of the original 1 
provision was to prohibit commercial vehicles. 2 

MR. FLANAGAN: And if I read the -- 3 

MR. SALMAN: We can start with that, let's 4 
say. 5 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: How do you define 6 
commercial vehicles? 7 

MR. FLANAGAN: Well, yeah, let me just go 8 
back, because everybody's talking about the 9 

original intent of the ordinance, and from 1 0 
memory, I think the 1960 ordinance says 11 
something to the effect of, no commercial 12 
vehicles and no trucks or vans with 13 
advertising -- 14 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Correct. 15 
MR. FLANAGAN: -- which to me, my 16 

interpretation of that is, that's not a 1 7 
prohibition on trucks and vans. It's a 18 
prohibition on vehicles with advertising, 19 
correct? Which is, to me, similar to 2 0 

commercial use, but maybe there was some 21 
distinction. So, if we go back to the intent, 2 2 
I don't know that the original intent was to 2 3 

ban trucks, but that obviously has changed over 2 4 

time. Ordinances modifYing it have clearly 2 5 
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prohibited trucks outside of a garage. 
MR. SALMAN: I think -- and I can't go back 

that far, because I'm not that old, but I think 
the intent was commercial vehicles, meaning, 
you know, service vans, milk trucks, obvious 
work vehicles, as well as vehicles that had 
advertising on the side. They tended to be the 
same, but the nuance was a commercial-type 
vehicle. So, like, for example, a tow truck, 
cars that are obviously -- or vehicles that are 
obviously designed for commercial use, a 
nine-passenger van, you know, airport van, a 
stretch limo, you know, something bizarre like 
that, that it was meant to limit that. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Well, Scott, ifi can 
ask you a question. I had heard or read 
somewhere that commercial vehicles -- some time 
ago, commercial vehicles were able to have a 
magnetic signage that they could take off. Is 
it true that today you can't use a magnetic 
signage for a commercial vehicle, let's say a 
plumber's truck or so forth --

MAJOR MASINGTON: No --
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: --that you have to 

have the letters with your license number and 
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so forth on it with a decal? 
MAJOR MASINGTON: No, it's become part of 

the registration. It can be removable, but 
your license number has to be visible while 
you're conducting business only. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: But it can be 
removable at night? 

MAJOR MASINGTON: It can be removable, yes. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Okay, I just wanted to 

know that. Thank you. 
Eric, would there be any type of direction 

or -- I mean, how do you -- Hearing what has 
been brought up by the Board members, how does 
the City or the City Staff go ahead and do some 
kind of recommendations based upon what you've 
heard, as to how to come up with some kind of 
components, per se, for those modifications? 

MR. BEHAR: But, Mr. Chairman, I think that 
we need to give Staff more defmed highlights 
to follow, because, you know, ifi was them, 
you know, I would tell you, "There's no way I 
could do this." 

I think that the weight and the length of 
the vehicle has to be taken into consideration 
when they do their analysis, meaning that going 
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back to the 8500-pound vehicle, you know, it 1 
may not be applicable or may not be considered 2 
in their analysis. So I think that they need a 3 
more defined, explicit recommendation from -- 4 
from us, in order for them to -- 5 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: But do we know the 6 
facts of what the vehicles -- you know, what 7 
makers and vehicles -- How do you come up with 8 
that? That's what I was asking Eric, is, what 9 
are certain standards? 10 

MR. SALMAN: And that's where, precisely, 11 
we ran into when we were doing the rewrite, is, 12 
how do we make that definition? 13 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: How do we make that 14 
definition? In other words, we can come up, 15 
well, you know, we'd like to not have signage, 16 
we'd like this, to have screening and so forth, 1 7 
but how do we defme it so that Code 18 
Enforcement can actually do something? 19 

MR. SALMAN: And know what they're doing. 2 0 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Right, because that-- 21 

I remember, in '05, that's the stumbling block 2 2 
we got to. So how do we get past that hurdle? 2 3 
I mean, do we know, you know, that this truck, 2 4 
because it's 6500 pounds, is a beautiful 2 5 

Page 106 

looking SUV, as opposed to an SUV -- not SUV, 1 
sorry, truck -- as opposed to a truck that's 2 
3500 pounds that -- 3 

MR. SALMAN: A Ford Excursion weighs 6500 4 
pounds. 5 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Right. So how do we 6 
limit it, based on the weight? 7 

MR. BEHAR: Well, that's an Excursion. 8 
MR. SALMAN: Yeah. 9 
MR. BEHAR: That's not a -- That's an SUV. 1 0 
MR. SALMAN: But the front of it is the 11 

same as a Ford F-350. 12 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: I mean, do we limit it 13 

because it has four wheels? Do we limit it by 14 
axle? Do we limit it by tire size? I mean, 15 
where does it stop? That's the struggle that I 1 6 
have, is, how do you set up a guideline to 1 7 
where it can be enforceable? That would be my 18 
first question. If you want to go ahead and 19 
modify this, then you've got to set up some 2 0 
kind of components and guidelines that you can 2 1 
enforce. How do you do that? Do you go ahead 2 2 
and say if it has an open bed in the back, it's 2 3 
a truck, as opposed to if it has a cover on it, 2 4 
it's not, or -- 2 5 
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MR. BEHAR: That's something that I 
remember bringing up -

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Right. 
MR. BEHAR: -- about covering the bed. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Yes. 
MR. BEHAR: I think that is 

fundamentally -- That would be one of the 
requirements that I would look for, so you do 
not have -- whether it's a factory or 
after-market doesn't matter-- or something, 
and I remember the example that back then it 
was the Escalade that had a cover. 

MR. SALMAN: Uh-huh. 
MR. BEHAR: You know? I mean, some of 

those cars are more expensive than my car, you ~ 
know, some of those trucks. .I 

So, you know, yes, I would think that 
fundamentally we have to look at certain things 
that are musts. To me, having the bed perhaps 
not exposed, but a cover, maybe that's one of 
the ways that a pickup could be part of it. 
Could that cover be removable, that the owner 
could use that pickup whenever he needs to, but 
at the end of a night, it's covered? I mean --
and you see some of those retractable bed 
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covers. Something that -- what I would hate to 
see is -- and sometimes I do look at it, and 
fortunately, my neighbor is not here tonight -
where in back of his truck, there's stuff 
hanging out, you know? 

MR. SALMAN: "Stuff." 
MR. BEHAR: Right. 
MR. SALMAN: Listen, when I've gone to the 

Board of Architects, it's one of those things 
where we know it when we see it. You know, is 
it right or is it wrong? The market is so wide 
with regards to variety that it allows for too 
much variety, and we need to draw that line 
somewhere. 

One of the notes that I had made, besides 
weight, you know, was a standard factory color, 
not a modified profile, not be a base model or 
a former commercial vehicle, and perhaps maybe 
not even white. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Perhaps what? 
MR. SALMAN: Not even white. 

I 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Not even white? 
MR. SALMAN: Commercial vehicles are white. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Well, I --
MR. LAGO: Modifications or -- II 

- -
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MR. SALMAN: Exactly, but, you know, where 1 
do you start? 2 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: That's-- I mean, I 3 
would have a hard time telling people -- 4 

MR. SALMAN: I'm just putting it out 5 
there-- 6 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: --they have to buy a 7 
certain color and they can't -- 8 

MR. SALMAN: Well, you can't paint your 9 
house a certain color. 10 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Right, but it's-- 11 
That's why I'm saying, how do you do it? You 12 
know, another way might be, as it is now, we 13 
allow cars that I would consider a junk car, to 14 
be parked in somebody's yard, as long as it's 15 
covered. So then -- 16 

MR. SALMAN: Which shouldn't be allowed. 1 7 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Do we start-- That's 18 

a whole different issue, but right now it's 19 
allowed, so maybe do we start by allowing 2 0 
trucks within the guidelines that we want, but 2 1 
must be covered at night? I don't -- I mean, I 2 2 
don't know. I'm just throwing this out. 2 3 

MR. GRABIEL: Cover the bed. 2 4 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: A full cover, the way 2 5 
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a car is covered or -- 1 
MR. SALMAN: A tarp, a cover. 2 
MR. BEHAR: Yeah, but that's not going to 3 

be realistic. 4 
MR. SALMAN: That's not going to work. 5 
CHAIRMAN AlZENSTAT: That's not realistic. 6 
MR. BEHAR: I don't think that those owners 7 

are going to, you know, take the time to put a 8 
cover. 9 

MR. GRABIEL: Eric, is there a way of 1 0 
defining commercial vehicles? How do we define 11 
commercial vehicles right now? 12 

MR. RIEL: The definition of commercial 13 
vehicle -- and the Board indicated that, you 14 
know, a commercial vehicle in the past was a 15 
work truck, and I don't want to use the word -- 16 
you know, a plumber's truck. I mean, I'm not 17 
trying to get the -- 18 

MR. SALMAN: A repairman truck. 19 
MR. RIEL: That has changed. Florida 2 0 

Statutes has very specific guidelines that deal 2 1 
with how they define a commercial vehicle, and 2 2 
it's related, basically, to weight, as well as 2 3 
the load on that vehicle. 2 4 

CHAIRMAN AlZENSTAT: So an SUV could be a 2 5 
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commercial vehicle? 
MR. RIEL: They are classified. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: But we allow SUVs. 
MR. BEHAR: Escalades are considered SUVs. 
MR. RIEL: Yes, so -- So, you know, that 

can be a challenge. 
MR. SALMAN: That's precisely the 

challenge. 
MR. RIEL: Board Members, may I suggest, 

we've started -- and there's a draft in here, a 
Version A and a Version B --

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Yes. 
MR. RIEL: In 2'05, that was started. I'm 

hearing from the Board that you feel -- and 
I'll just characterize it as modernizing the 
Code, and we heard a lot of residents say that 
this evening. Maybe that's someplace we could 
start, with that Version A and B, because that 
does deal with a lot of the issues that you 
brought up this evening, and maybe -- you know, 
we use the word hybrid. Maybe, you know, we 
take Version A and Version B and continue to 
modernize it. I know this is a challenging 
issue, but that's -- you know, that was drafted 
in 2'05, and maybe that's a good starting 
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point. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: That's why I was 

saying that maybe City Staff should get 
together and come up with something for us to 
look at as a Board. 

MR. RIEL: And just on behalf of City 
Staff, I mean, it's going to involve, you know, 
the Police Department, Code Enforcement, the 
City Attorney's Office, Building & Zoning, 
Parking, because, you know, that's --

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: But I think the main 
thing is, you have to be able to enforce it. 
You have to have clear guidelines for the 
people that we depend upon in this City to 
enforce these rules. You know, they don't have 
an easy job, and for me, if I'm going to do 
some kind of a modification or ifi'm even 
going to look at some kind of modification, I 
want to make sure it's enforceable, and I'd 
like it not to be subjective to that 
individual. 

Any other comments from the Board? 
MR. SALMAN: That's it. 
MR. RIEL: From Staffs viewpoint -- and I 

believe that we would like, pursuant to the -- -
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Commission's direction, to get a recommendation 1 

from the Board. Obviously, you know, I've 2 

taken good notes and we have a verbatim -- 3 

MR. LEEN: Mr. Chairman? 4 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Yes. 5 
MR. LEEN: May I say something? There are 6 

two different provisions, one relating to the 7 

general areas of the City, the commercial, 8 

residential. It talks about the public 9 

streets. The other one is for residential 1 o 
are~. 11 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Right. 12 

MR. LEEN: So one thing that I would 13 
suggest that the Commission might be interested 14 
in is, what are your thoughts on each of those? 15 
When you're talking about residential areas, in 16 
drafting a -- ifthere was going to be any 17 

change to the ordinance, I think one thing you 18 

would look at, I would suggest, is whether 19 
you're generally going to prohibit trucks with 2 o 
exceptions or whether you're generally going to 21 

permit them with limitations. 2 2 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: With exceptions. 2 3 

MR. LEEN: Yeah, with limitations or 2 4 
exceptions. If you're generally going to 2 5 
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prohibit them, there are certain exceptions 1 
that you may want to consider, related to -- 2 
and I think there's a list of them in some of 3 
these suggested ordinances, Version A and 4 
Version B, from when this was discussed 5 
previously before the Planning and Zoning 6 
Board. 7 

Some of those would be, like, for physical 8 
impairments, or the ADA exception, where 9 
someone has a doctor's note to require a truck. 1 0 
Another one might be where there's a cover. 11 
That would be a larger exception, but where 12 
there's some sort of cover over the bed. 13 

The alternative is, you generally permit 14 
them, and I think that's more like Version A, 15 
in what's been given to you, and that's where 16 
you would say that -- you might defme a light 1 7 
truck in a certain way and generally allow 18 
them. Maybe you would generally allow them in 19 
a carport, as opposed to just in a garage, 2 0 
because right now it has to be in a garage, not 2 1 
in a carport. Or maybe you would permit them 2 2 
if they were covered on three sides, or you 2 3 
would allow them generally if they're under a 2 4 
certain size. 2 5 
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I think that -- and I have -- of course, 
I'm neutral as to this, but that might be 
something that would be helpful to the 
Commission in determining how much they want 
to amend -- how much or how little they would 

want to amend these ordinances. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Any comments from the 

Board on that? 

MR. SALMAN: Well, I would err on 
prohibition with exceptions. 

MR. BEHAR: What's that, again? Say that 
again. 

MR. SALMAN: I would err on prohibition 
with exceptions. 

MR. GRABIEL: I think it would be very 
difficult to define the exceptions. I think 
it's easier to permit them and then -

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Have limitations? 
MR. GRABIEL: -- have limitations to it. 

It's going to be a nightmare to try to prohibit 
them and then see what's acceptable. Is it 
weight? Is it height? Is it the size of the 
tires, the number of tires? It's going to be 
another Code nightmare. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Robert? 
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MR. SALMAN: My point in prohibition is 
that if you prohibit them as a class and you 
make exceptions, you can narrowly defme the 
exceptions, and that would probably be easier. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: You're saying it's 
easier to defme the exceptions than the 
modifications? 

MR. SALMAN: Uh-huh, in my opinion, because 
otherwise it's a big class. 

MR. FLANAGAN: I think it has to be -- I II 
think it has to be a big class, and maybe the 
City Attorney can opine. I think if you're 
going to allow --

Which one is more defensible, allowing with 
limitations or prohibiting with exceptions? 
And to me, they're not much different, but --

MR. LEEN: Well, what I would say is, 
what's most defensible now is whatever is 
closest in structure to the current ordinance. 
So the current ordinance --

MR. SALMAN: Is prohibition. 
MR. LEEN: -- generally prohibits with 

exceptions. 
MR. SALMAN: That's where I'm going. 
MR. LEEN: And you could make broader 

·- - - -
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exceptions. As I said before, anything that's 1 
an exception is unlikely to lead to legal 2 
challenge, because that means there's less 3 
people who would challenge it, because they 4 

would -- that that truck would be permitted, 5 
and you're not increasing the people who are 6 
being prohibited from having a truck. 7 

So already the Third District has held that 8 
the prohibitions that exist now are 9 

permissible, so -- 1 0 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: That makes sense. 1 1 
MR. LEEN: -- as long as you're not 

increasing them, you should be fine. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: So you modify the 

exceptions, is what you're saying? 
MR. LEEN: You could -- You could modify 

the exceptions. That would be one -- That 
would probably be less subject to challenge. 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: I would be in favor of 19 
that, myself. I mean, that makes sense to me. 
From what I've heard, I would support still the 
prohibition on trucks, but let's take a look at 
the exceptions and see if we have to modify or 
need to be modified any of the exceptions in 
there. 
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20 
21 
22 
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25 

I don't know how the rest of the Board -- 1 
Are there any comments? 2 

MR. BEHAR: And who's going to come up with 3 
the proposed modification to the exceptions? 4 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Well, I think that's 5 
where-- 6 

MR. SALMAN: We direct our beloved Staff. 7 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: -- City Staff, from 8 
Code Enforcement, the Police Department, 9 
probably the Parking Director -- I think the 1 0 
City needs to come back and do, you know, a 11 
study or see what's out there, or see what's 12 
enforceable and what's needed, and then at that 13 
point, it will come back to us, to take a look 14 
at those, and we see which exceptions we want 15 
to modify or don't want to modify or we feel we 16 
should. 17 

MR. BEHAR: Then do we have to make a 18 
motion to -- 19 

MR. SALMAN: Direct Staff? 2 0 
MR. BEHAR: -- direct the Planning 2 1 

Department to come up with some -- 2 2 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Well, I-- I would-- 2 3 

I would propose a recommendation to continue 2 4 
the prohibition with exceptions, but have the 2 5 

-
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Director and City Staff look at the exceptions 
that we have currently and come back to us with 
either recommendations or some kind of scaling 
or what we need to do or how to modify the 
exceptions. 

MR. BEHAR: But don't we have -- There's a 
time frame that's coming up very soon where 
there was a temporary --

MR. SALMAN: Ban on enforcement. 
MR. BEHAR: Yeah, on enforcing it, and 

that's something that we'll have to deal with, 
correct? 

MR. LEEN: Well, at this moment, there is 
a -- It's similar to what would be called a 
stay. The City has decided not to enforce, in 
its discretion, the ordinances until November 
8th. At the last meeting --

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: How long has it been 
into effect, that stay? 

MR. LEEN: Well, several years, a number of 
years. At this point, the City Manager, who 
I've spoken with, does have the discretion to 
extend that, and we had talked about -- That is 
under consideration at this time, and so if 
this process is going to take longer than 
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November 8th, I would-- I will speak with the 
City Manager about that and give him advice, 
and then the City can come to a decision. 

MR. BEHAR: I would recommend that that 
time frame be extended for another 90 days, 
because this process is not going to be done in 
30 days. This is going to take time. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Right. 
MR. BEHAR: And then come back. I think 

that -- I think we -- I propose that that stay 
is extended for 90 days, or at least give the 
recommendation, and I don't know how the Board 
Members feel, but extend it for 90 days until 
we can find a resolution here that will be 
acceptable. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: See, the problem is 
that for me, I don't have enough facts to look 
at the exceptions, you know. I don't have all 
the facts. I don't know enough about trucks to 
tell you what's right and what's wrong, and 
that's where I'd like for the City to come back 
to me with its Staff-- you know, it's got a 
great Staff. That's what they do. Let them 
come back to us with some recommendations or 
some facts, and let's take a look at it with 
-- - -
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everything in front of us. 
MR. BEHAR: How long do you think that that 

process should take and how long do we support 
the stay? 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Well, you know, the 90 
days for now is fme with me. I was actually 
going to say even longer, maybe six months, but 
I'm okay with the 90 days. I don't know how 
long City Staff needs. I mean, we've got some 
items coming up, as it is, right? 

MR. RIEL: I don't -- Are you looking for a 
direction of the Board in terms of the 
extension or-- We're looking more towards--

MR. LEEN: As a general matter, if the 
Board wanted to make a recommendation, that 
would be perfectly acceptable. Because it's an 
ordinance, generally it would have to be 
amended if you were not going to enforce it. 
So it's more a question of enforcement and 
discretion, and the City in its discretion, 
City Staff in its discretion, has decided not 
to enforce it. 

If you have a recommendation, I will pass 
that on to City Staff, and if you're telling us 
how long you think it will take, that would be 
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very relevant to how much that time period is 1 
extended. 2 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Well, I would have to 3 

defer that to City Staff. Within 90 days? Can 4 

we have -- That's my question. 5 
MR. BEHAR: Eric, if you need more time -- 6 
MR. RIEL: I mean, I can't answer that 7 

question, because it involves a lot of 8 
different departments, but if we start at 90 9 
days and it takes longer, we will certainly 1 0 
report-- 11 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Let's look 12 
realistically. We're in October. 13 

MR. SALMAN: You've got the holidays 14 
coming. 15 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: You've got November, 16 
you've got December, so you've got the holidays 1 7 
coming up. You've got other items, other 18 
agenda items, that are coming before this 19 
Board. 20 

MR. RIEL: I mean, just as an example, if 
we had an ordinance drafted today, it would 
take between 30 to 45 days just to go through 
the public hearing process. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Okay. 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
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MR. RIEL: So you can kind of knock 45 days 
right off of that, just because of the legal 
requirements. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: All right, six months. 
MR. BEHAR: Six months, you know. 
MR. FLANAGAN: Yeah, so --
MR. BEHAR: Fine, six months is wonderful. 
MR. RIEL: I mean, I'm kind of apprehensive 

of saying it's going to take us six months, 
but--

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: But it gives you a 
time period. 

MR. RIEL: Right. 
MR. FLANAGAN: That's fine. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: I mean, I would like 

to make a motion first to have the 
recommendation to extend the stay -- you know, 
to ask the City Attorney to have the stay for 
six months longer. 

MR. SALMAN: I'll second it. 
MR. GRABIEL: That's an item -
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Now, part-
MR. FLANAGAN: You can't make a motion. 

You're the Chair. 
MR. BEHAR: Yeah, you're the Chairman. 
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CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Sorry. Oh, that's 
right. I forgot. I'll make a --

MR. SALMAN: I will make Eibi's recommended 
motion. 

MR. FLANAGAN: Second. 
MR. RIEL: I'm sorry, could you-- I didn't 

hear what--
MR. SALMAN: The -- It's a motion of the 

Board to recommend to City Staff that they 
extend the stay of enforcement for a period of 
six months while Staff determines possible --

MR. FLANAGAN: Exceptions. 
MR. SALMAN: --further exceptions to the 

current prohibition in place. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Now, should we add to 

that anything about the -- to prohibit with 
exceptions, as a recommendation to the 
Commission, until we bring that back? 

MR. RIEL: So, just to clarify, the 
prohibition with exceptions, that's the 
direction of your motion? 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Is that correct, 
Javier? 

MR. SALMAN: Yes. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Okay. Is there a 

-- -
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second? 1 
MR. FLANAGAN: Yes. 2 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Any discussion? 3 
Call the roll, please. 4 
MS. MENENDEZ: Julio Grabiel? 5 
MR. GRABIEL: Yes. 6 
MS. MENENDEZ: Vince Lago? 7 
MR. LAGO: Yes. 8 
MS. MENENDEZ: Javier Salman? 9 
MR. SALMAN: Yes. 10 
MS. MENENDEZ: Robert Behar? 11 
MR. BEHAR: Yes. 12 
MS. MENENDEZ: JeffFlanagan? 13 
MR. FLANAGAN: Yes. 14 
MS. MENENDEZ: Eibi Aizenstat? 15 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Yes. 16 
Now, Craig, the next part was on the 1 7 

commercial end. 18 
MR. LEEN: Yes, and if I may something, 19 

just to the public. This recommendation, I 2 0 
will be taking to City Staff, and then we will 21 
discuss it and be getting out some information 2 2 
soon. It doesn't -- This recommendation alone 2 3 
does not change the date that the City will 2 4 
begin enforcement, which is November 8th. Is 2 5 
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that -- But my understanding is, the City is 1 
considering extending it, we now have a 2 
recommendation, and we will be letting the 3 
public know soon. 4 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Now, about-- 5 
MR. LEEN: I'm sorry. 6 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: No, that's okay. 7 
Now, about commercial. 8 
MR. LEEN: Yes, commercial. The second 9 

provision relates to the -- It doesn't 1 0 
actually -- It's all the public areas of the 11 
City, public streets, public places, and that's 12 
the one that's the 7:00p.m. to 7:00a.m. one, 13 
and as our -- 14 

MR. SALMAN: And will that be considered 15 
the swales? 16 

MR. LEEN: Let me take a look. 1 7 
MR. SALMAN: Because I don't want them 18 

parking on the swales. 19 
MR. LEEN: I think most of the swales are 2 0 

in residential areas, for the most part, so 2 1 
usually the residential provision will apply, 2 2 
as well, which is -- it's a broader 2 3 
prohibition. 2 4 

Do you have any thoughts, Eli? 2 5 
·- -
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MR. GUTIERREZ: No, that's correct. 
MR. LEEN: The one issue that's come up 

related to this is places with parking meters, 
and as the Parking Director has stated, if the 
person pays the meter and it's during the time 
when the meter is open, our interpretation has 
been that that's permissible, so -- But what 
this basically says is, you can't park a truck 
overnight in a commercial area, and it 
protects -- and when read together with the 
residential one, it's understandable, because 
it protects against people being able to -
because there's a general prohibition on 
parking trucks in residential areas outside, 
you can't just move them over to a commercial 
area and leave them there overnight. So when 
read together, it's understandable why you have 
both, but it doesn't mean that they have to be 
read together, and the Planning and Zoning 
Board -- There are different issues that relate 
to commercial areas than residential ones. 

So, if there -- Is your recommendation that 
you just made related to both of them, or would 
you have a different recommendation related to 
the commercial areas? 
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MR. SALMAN: My recommendation is purely 
for the residential area. 

I 

MR. LEEN: Okay. II 
MR. SALMAN: That was the intent of the 

recommendation, and basically the discussion we 
had had--

MR. LEEN: Understood. 
MR. SALMAN: -- at that point. However, 

you brought up an interesting wrinkle, which is 
swales, or I did, anyway. 

MR. LEEN: Yes, you did. 
MR. SALMAN: The parking is not prohibited 

in the swales right now, in the residential 
areas. You can park in a swale. That's legal. 
You can't park on the grass of your yard. 
That's illegal. Right? I would really hate to 
see pickups parked in the swale. Cars are bad 
enough, believe me. I live in a neighborhood 
on the edge of the City, where there's a lot of 
rental houses, and certainly a lot of them have 
more than three unrelated people living there, 
and it's an enforcement nightmare. We've got 
to get some handle on that issue, as well, and 
this may be the beginning of that. So I would 
suggest that we look at limiting all trucks on -- -
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the swales. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: I would agree with 

that. I would agree with your comments about 
the swale. 

MR. SALMAN: But that may be a fight for 
another day. 

MR. BEHAR: I think so. 
MR. SALMAN: I think so. It's a whole 

other issue. 
MR. BEHAR: Let's not go there. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: What type of 

recommendation do you need for the Commission, 
as far as commercial? 

MR. LEEN: May I say two things? First, as 
to what was just said, I just want to make it 
clear that when it's in a residential area, in 
a swale, the general prohibition on residential 
area still applies, so you couldn't park it in 
the swale overnight in a residential area. 
However, if you make an exception for a truck 
that would allow it, at this point they could 
park in the swales. I've not been asked to 
make any formal interpretation as to swale 
areas and public streets, so at this point, 
you--
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MR. SALMAN: This might make a difference. 1 
MR. LEEN: I think that would -- So that 2 

would be an issue that I think would be 3 
important to inform the Commission, whether you 4 

want to allow -- eventually, when you make your 5 
fmal recommendation, whether, if you're going 6 
to amend -- I guess this relates more to the 7 

residential areas, but how you treat swale 8 
areas would be important. 9 

But as to commercial, do you want to 1 o 
maintain the 7:00p.m. to 7:00 a.m. restriction 11 
on parking on public streets and public areas, 12 
which applies throughout the City? There's the 13 
exception related to parking at a parking 14 
meter, but I think that the Commission would 15 
want to know whether you want to maintain that 16 
or not, and also, please note, that prohibition 1 7 
relates to more than just trucks. It also 18 
relates to a number of other types of 19 
commercial vehicles, trailers, things like 2 o 
that. 21 

MR. SALMAN: It doesn't limit the City to 2 2 
give out permits for that, too. 2 3 

MR. LEEN: Say that again. 2 4 

MR. SALMAN: It doesn't limit the City to 2 5 
- -
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provide special permits for that use. 
MR. BEHAR: For the swale area? 
MR. FLANAGAN: No, the commercial areas. 
MR. SALMAN: I'm talking about commercial 

areas. 
MR. LEEN: There are other provisions 

related to special events and permitting, but 
this provision itself doesn't discuss that. 

MR. SALMAN: Okay. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Is there-- I think we 

need a recommendation on that, also, correct? 
MR. LEEN: Yes. 
MR. RIEL: Correct. 
MR. LEEN: Yes, please. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: For example, if you 

want to leave it alone, we need a 
recommendation that says --

MR. GRABIEL: To maintain the --
MR. SALMAN: To maintain the current 

program. 
MR. GRABIEL: -- commercial vehicles -
MR. BEHAR: I make a --
MR. GRABIEL: -- only parking between 

7:00 --
MR. LAGO: Second. 
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MR. BEHAR: I make a recommendation that we 
leave it on the commercial side as is today. 

MR. SALMAN: And Vince seconds it. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: We have a first and a 

second. Any discussion? 
Call the roll, please. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Vince Lago? 
MR. LAGO: Yes. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Javier Salman? 
MR. SALMAN: Yes. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Robert Behar? 
MR. BEHAR: Yes. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Jeff Flanagan? 
MR. FLANAGAN: Yes. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Julio Grabiel? 
MR. GRABIEL: Yes. 
MS. MENENDEZ: Eibi Aizenstat? 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Yes. 
Any other comments? 
MR. LEEN: Well, I would ask, what do you 

want Staff and what do you want me to do, going 
forward? Do you want us to put together these 
exceptions for the next meeting? 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Exactly, and come up 

II 

II 

with some facts as far as trucks, something I! 
-
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that we can look at, as far as how do you 
define a truck, not defme a truck, size, as 
much as you can give us. 
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MR. LEEN: Okay. So Staff will prepare a 
list of exceptions and the facts behind them. 
I will be ready to talk on the legality of each 
one--

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Correct. 

1 
2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 
8 

MR. LEEN: -- what would be the legal 9 
strengths and -- I guess, really, the legal 1 0 
risks or the legal effect of each one, and 11 
then be prepared to talk about them. 12 

CHAIRMAN AIZENST AT: That is correct, but 1 3 
for me, I would also like to see how whatever 14 
you bring to us in recommendations and so 15 
forth, how they're enforceable, which is -- on 16 
both ends, actually, and Code Enforcement, at 1 7 
the least. 18 

MR. LEEN: Understood. Thank you. 1 9 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 2 0 
MR. LEEN: Thank you. 21 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Any other comments on 2 2 

this? 2 3 

MR. RIEL: I have nothing else. 
MR. BEHAR: Motion to adjourn. 

MR. GRABIEL: Second. 
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MR. J. HARTNETI: Mr. Chairman-
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Yes, sir. 
MR. J. HARTNETI: May I address and make a 

request of the Board? 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: If it's brief, please. 

Usually--
MR. J. HARTNETI: Very briefly. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Go ahead. 
MR. J. HARTNETI: My name is Jim Hartnett. 

I'm born and raised in the City of Coral 
Gables. I would like to request of the Board 
and the Staff that a more public notice of this 
particular issue be given to the City -
citizens of the City of Coral Gables. 

The only reason I'm here tonight is because 
I happened to be walking out of City Hall and 
happened to see it on the publish board, but 
you have a letter from the Political Action 
Committee, which I don't know whether the whole 
Board got it or not, but this is a very 
important issue and there are a lot of people 
that would be here, who will pack this hall on 
this particular issue if we get more notice on 
it. So I'm requesting that we do that notice 

24 
25 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 - - - -

in the Herald and notice in all the 
publications in the City of Coral Gables. 
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CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 
Eric, was it put, notice in the Miami 

Herald, in the Neighbors? 
MR. RIEL: Yes, there was a press release 

that was -- I believe it was published on 
Friday, in the Herald. 

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: And normally-
MR. RIEL: The legal ad, we post the legal 

ad in the Daily Business Journal --
MS. MENENDEZ: Right. 
MR. RIEL: The Daily Business Journal, 

where we post all the legal ads. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: And how else do you-
MR. RIEL: We post it-- We post it in all 

the departments. The agendas are on the web 
page. But let us look at some additional 
avenues to get the word --

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Maybe some-- There's 
City of Coral Gables e-mails that go out. 

MR. RIEL: We'll look at some other 
avenues--

CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Perhaps use that, 
also. 
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MR. RIEL: -- to make sure that everybody 
is informed. 

MR. J. HARTNETI: Thank you, Mr. Chainnan. 
CHAIRMAN AIZENSTAT: Thank you. 
All right. Any other questions, comments? 

The meeting is adjourned. Thank you. 
Thank you, everybody, for taking the time 

to come. 
(Thereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 

8:40p.m.) 

-
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1 CERTIFICATE 
2 
3 STATE OF FLORIDA: 
4 ss. 
5 COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE: 
6 
7 I, JOAN L. BAILEY, Registered Diplomate 
8 Reporter, Florida Professional Reporter, and a Notary 
9 Public for the State of Florida at Large, do hereby 

10 certify that I was authorized to and did 
11 stenographically report the foregoing proceedings and 
12 that the transcript is a true and complete record of my 
13 stenographic notes. 
14 
15 DATED this 17th day of October, 2011. 
16 
17 
18 SIGNED COPY ON FILE 
19 

JOAN L. BAILEY, RDR, FPR 
20 
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Notary Commission Number EE 083192 
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1. I 101211 I ThorW. Bruce 
3252 Riviera Drive 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 

2. I 1 0 12 11 I Andrea Cole 
1 009 Hardee Road 
Coral Gables, FL 33146 

October 12, 2011 
City of Coral Gables - Planning Department 

Letters Received from Property Owners re: Trucks 

X 

X 

From: Thor Bruce <thor.bruce@comcast.net> 
Date: October 12, 2011 2:27:28 PM GMT-04:00 
To: <eriel@coralgables.com> 
Subject: Please keep pickup truck ordinance 
Mr. Riel, 

Please enter into your log that I support the continuation of the "no pick-up truck parking 
overnight ordinance." 

Thanks, 
Thor W. Bruce 
3252 Riviera Drive 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 
From: andrea443@aol.com [mailto:andrea443@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2011 2:36PM 
To: Planning; jimcason@coralgable.com; mandesn@coralgables.com; Cabrera, Ralph; Kerdyk, 
William; Salerno, Patrick 
Subject: re pick-up trucks 

I am writing to urge you to uphold the ban on pick-up trucks in the Gables residential areas that 
was recently upheld by the courts. The great beauty of the City of Coral Gables derives in large 
part from the restrictions that keep out unsightly things such as trucks, pick-up trucks, boat 
trailers, boats, etc. in our residential neighborhoods. The City's rules also help citizens to avoid 
issues with neighbors who, if free to do so, might park whatever comes into their minds on 
property next to or near ours. 

Why would the City fight - with taxpayer money - to preserve our restrictions on trucks, 
recreational vehicles, boats and boat trailers etc. and then tum around after winning to do just 
the opposite? 

We live in Coral Gables and DO NOT want to see unsightly vehicles parked around our homes 
and neighborhoods at anytime, but especially during evenings and weekends. It is difficult to 
maintain the beauty of our residential areas when our neighbors are free to park whatever next 
to, across the street from, or behind our homes. There are many reasons for the restriction on 
what can be parked in our residential areas and the prohibition helps significantly to maintain the 
elegance and enjoyment of our homes and our residenial neighborhoods. 

I do not want to suddenly have my neigborhood transformed into a Hialeah or other similar 
areas where there are no agreed upon restictions that provide for the beauty and enjoyment of 
our homes and neighborhoods in peace. It is difficult to think of Coral Gables as the City 
Beautiful or the Garden City if the City permits citizens to fill our residential neighborhoods with 
all kinds of commercial and other unsightly vehicles, recreational vehicles, boats, trailers, etc. 

We chose to live in Coral Gables for the very reason that it had rules that provide protection 
aaainst such unsiahtlv thinas in our neiahborhoods. 
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October 12, 2011 
City of Coral Gables - Planning Department 

Letters Received from Property Owners re: Trucks 

·~~ -i~~, ;~'tn«iift'it.,....'· · · Br ..... ,. .... ,,;~ ~"!';~~~i":'l "~~·.;;_-~,_~4;,..-,,~~~~*·r ,· ·~ • . H' ;~·-·...-~·~-!·-+<.:;( • .:1,.'~~~~' 
~-- . . .... -. - ...... ~ - ~- ~ '~ - . ~ ·~ ~~:t~~~~~----~·_;-~~! J-;.. ~:· .. ·-=-; ·eomm"eht8 (V:ertilftlm) ;Jl _ · · £ ... _, ,.,~., __ • ..,... • .._T_c ·.F . 

Objection 

Subject: Truck Ordinance Public Hearing 
Dear Mr. Riel : 

Good aftemoon. Please see attached letter and enclosure from Vincent E. Damian, Jr. , 
President of Coral Gables Citizens PAC. 

Thank you. 
Reesea R. Saetae-Oiortegui 
Legal Assistant to Vincent E. Damian, Esq. and 
Ken Taninaka, Esq. 
Salomon, Kanner, Damian & Rodriguez, P.A. 
80 S.W. 8 Street; Suite 2550 
Miami, Florida 33130 
Tel. (305) 379-1681 
Fax (305) 374-1719 

CORAL GABLES CITIZENS POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
oos.w e•t>n~£n 

"""""' e.MMI, FLOAII»> UUO 

Cor-'GableaCitlzenePAC com 

THt:PI'IOH[ ()Oe)37t-11111 
TE.L.fC0PYPQ!I)'7~ ·111U 

t-~ 

October 12. 2011 

Board ol Dlrecton,: 
VIA £MAlL 

ViMcnt F:. Damian, Jr. ElbiA1:teMtat 
Tel: (3115) m-1681 Chairman 

Roxcy Bolton 
l'lannl"'l. & Zoning Dotml 

Tei:(305)WMJ390 
</oErk Riol.~ 

Mndra Murado 
Re: Truck Ordinance Hearing 

Te1: (301i)~ 
Dear Mr. Ai1.cnst8t 

Salvatatt Cer.:i 
I was juat informed that the Planning and Zoning Board will M Tel: (JOS) 6fi1,167'J 

disctLV~Ing th~ b.n on truck pilrking ln the City of Coral Gables. I have 

Charlet Cl.rtman attached hereto a lettl!r addressed tD the Planning and Zoning Board, c/o 
Te~ (305) 661-5614 you. 1 would appreciate it if yo1.1 would give <>ach member tl( the Board 

this lel:tP.r or read it into the record. It is unfortunate that this meeting was 
Pott!O'Rork< not publicized, os 1 "Dl .. urc there wuukJ be m11ny, many residenls who 
Td:(JOS) '"-'7551 would havt' attended voicing !timilor l!)(p~ions . I urge you to 

Robert Yanno 
recommt!lld that there be- no clw\ge In the truck ban ordlrumce. 

T•~ (]()!;) 601-2615 Yours w ry truly, 

Robert Burr -- "7.\~~J 
Te1:(30!!)44.>-7'173 Vincent E. Damian, Jr. 

Pre5ldcnt of Coral Gabl£.'!11 Clti1'.cns 
Political Action Committee 

VED/rrs 

1"'~,-..-~-lt-\l-11 ... 
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5. 101211 Enrique Lopez X 

Salomon, Kanner, Damian & Rodriguez, P.A. 
80 S.W. 8 Street; Suite 2550 
Miami, Florida 33130 
Tel. (305) 379~1681 
Fax (305) 374-1719 

CORAL GABLES CITIZENS POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
ID•.wl"'aTREI!.T 

""'""' ....... nOIIIDII!lSJ:IO 

CoraiG•bleiCillzeniPAC com 

Tfl..V'tl0tiii!.()O!I)311-1811 
TEI.ICOPV f:loMI ~t• 171t ·---

Bo.udoll.>ifl'dutt: 

VIncent E. D.ami•n, Jr. 
Tel' (3051 !19-1681 

R....yBallon 
Tel' (l!OSI ""-'l390 

SAndra Mwado 
Teh (305) Mll-<300 

S.lvataA> Gnxt 
T~lr (308) 661-3679 

Charle1Gittm.an 
To!' (305) .. 1·5614 

PattlO'Rorke 
Tel: (305) "'-?M1 

Robert Yanno 
Tel: (305)&61-2615 

Robert BUJT 
Tel' (3051 -7973 

Oct:obcr 12. 2011 

VIA EMAIL Mcl4ror!lgable!.com 

ErkRiel 
Plannlng Director 
Planning&: ZDnJng Board 

.Re: Truck Parking Public Hearing 

De.r Mr. Riel: 

PIHse dn:ublb: a <.'Op)' of the attached letter to lhtt Planning •od 
Zoning 8oard Mernbero •t th~ m-..eting, this evenlng. 

VED/rn• 
Encl 

Youn very truly, 

---"a~~ <f. 
Vlnct'nl K Damian, Jr. 
Pn.osW.~nt of Cor11l Gabll"$ Citizen! 
Political Action CommiHec 

From: Enrique Lopez [mailto:aklgroup@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2011 11 :09 AM 
To: Planning 
Cc: jcason@coralgables.com; Kerdyk, William; Cabrera, Ralph; Quesada, Frank; Anderson, 
Maria; Salerno, Patrick; Foeman, Walter; Leen, Craig; aklgroup@bellsouth.net; Riel, Eric 
Subject: Pickup Truck Ban - A City Beautiful "Quality of Life" Factor 

My fellow residents and members of the Planning and Zoning Board: 

I write to you in the hope that you will unquestionably reject the recent effort by a handful of our 
elected officials to change what has been, is and will continue to be part of our Quality of Life in 
our City Beautiful. It is incomprehensible that our city leaders can support an effort to dilute, 
diminish and/or destroy what has made our city the most emulated city in our state, not to 
mention its world-wide recognition for being what it is. Similar great cities, nationally and 
internationally, are not known or recognized for having quality of life diminishing components 
such as pick up trucks. There are many cities in our county and state that allow it, however, we 
are not one of them. 

When I moved to our city 2~y_ears ago, I knew where I was moving to, knew and understood the 
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October 12, 2011 
City of Coral Gables - Planning Department 

Letters Received from Property Owners re: Trucks 

I have had to endure this during the past several years as the ordinance was being challenged 
by undesirable and tasteless elements in our City. After a long, hard-fought and costly battled, 
we prevailed. Now the new officials see it as an issue to do away with the ban pickup trucks. 
Shameless, to say the least. What international city has pickup trucks? Where is the majority 

•n~ocu:>ntorl? Where is code enforcement? Sleep at the switch as usual. 

City Beautiful. A testament to Quality of Life as 
seen by those elected officials who support doing away with the ban on pickup trucks. This 
picture taken on September 12, 2011 at 6:45PM. 

The other side of the nice F-150 that has been an icon at 1248 Sorolla Avenue while the 
ordinance was being challenged. Even after the victory and grace periods, the administration 
has fallen short in enforcement. Unacceotable and intolerable in our City. 

If any of those elected officials wish to have this motorized beauty in front of your homes, please 
advise so that a group of us can buy a handful of them and park them in the swale areas of your 
homes. I am sure they may look equally attractive. No excuses for the obvious void in 
leadership at the elected level and the concentrated effort to attempt to do away with the ban. 
Buvina a few of them to oark in strateaic homes of elected and aooointed officials mav not such 
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Letters Received from Property Owners re: Trucks 
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6. I 10 12 11 I Isabel Merritt 
606 Alminar Ave. 
Coral Gables, Fl33146 

7. I 101211 I WalterJ. Stanton Ill 
President, Carney Stanton 
P.L. 
Attorneys at Law 
4000 Ponce De Leon 
Boulevard, Suite 470 
Coral Gables, Florida 33146 

8. I 10 1211 I Mr. Courtney R. Thompson 
5307 Orduna Drive 
Coral Gables, FL 33146-
2640 

X 

X 

X 

From: lstabel@aol.com [mailto:lstabel@aol.com) 
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2011 1 0:44 AM 
To: Planning 
Subject: Uphold the truck ban 

As a citizen of Coral Gables, I would like to express my opinion that the truck ban remain in 
place. Our city is beautiful because we require certain standards. Let's keep it that way. 

Sincerely, 
Isabel Merritt 
606 Alminar Ave. 
Coral Gables, Fl33146 
From: Walter Stanton [mailto:Walter@WALTERSTANTON.COM] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2011 10:16 AM 
To: courtt1@bellsouth.net; Cason, Jim; Anderson, Maria; Cabrera, Ralph; Kerdyk, William; 
Quesada, Frank; Salerno, Patrick; Planning 
Cc: stanton@carneystanton.com 
Subject: Reversal of Ban on Trucks in Coral Gables - reply from Walt Stanton 

Gentlemen: 

I strongly agree with the views expressed below by my friend Courtney Thompson. 

All the best, 
Walter J. Stanton Ill 
President, Carney Stanton P.L. 
Attorneys at Law 
4000 Ponce De Leon Boulevard, Suite 470 
305-7n-0261 
786-513-3954 fax 
305-458-5131 cell phone 
Coral Gables, Florida 33146 
135 S.E. 5th Avenue, Suite 202 
Delray Beach, Florida 33484 
561-330-8140 
From: Courtney Thompson [mailto:courtt1@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2011 10:04 AM 
To: Cason, Jim; Anderson, Maria; Cabrera, Ralph; Kerdyk, William; Quesada, Frank; Salerno, 
Patrick; Planning; 'Courtney Thompson' 
Subject: Reversal of Ban on Trucks in Coral Gables 

Dear Mayor Cason, Vice Mayor Kerdyk, Commissioners Anderson, Cabrera and Quesada: 

Several of you know me and of those of who you do, know that I am a centrist. .. one who usually 
sees the "Win-Win" for all sides in a conflict. My correspondence to you today is in that ~rit of 
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10. I 10 12 11 I Alicia Vidal 

October 12, 2011 
City of Coral Gables - Planning Department 

Letters Received from Property Owners re: Trucks 

X 

policy but we would encourage a stronger enforcement of lawn and home upkeep. I sit in my 
house and view flowering weeds growing out of the steps of my neighbor's home as he feeds 
cats that he doesn't care for in the least. The home next door has a resident that never comes 
out and has her awnings down over her windows. In addition, in her driveway sits a derelict car 
that should be in the junk yard. Several homes including the across the street neighbor does not 
cut or weed their lawns. 

The City Beautiful?? Trucks are the least of my worries living in Coral Gables but would add to 
the already declining neighborhood. 

Regards, 
Joan Lange, Challenge Foundation 
National Schools Director 
1416 Algeria Avenue 
Coral Gables, Fl33134 
Mobile:239-405-2638 
From: GreenPaperMoon@aol.com [mailto:GreenPaperMoon@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2011 2:33AM 
To: Planning; Cason, Jim; Kerdyk, William; Anderson, Maria; Cabrera, Ralph; Quesada, Frank; 
Salerno, Patrick; Menendez, Maria A.; Leen, Craig 
Cc: GreenPaperMoon@aol.com 
Subject: About the Trucks that do not belong in the 
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October 12, 2011 
City of Coral Gables- Planning Department 

Letters Received from Property Owners re: Trucks 
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There are too many different types and our police officers cannot carry a tape measure every 
time they see a truck. Allowing them would make it impossible for those of us with normal cars 
to park anywhere in the city. 

The other factor to consider is that a great amount of the drivers of trucks think they own the 
road and the parking spaces and have no manners either while driving or once they get out of 
their trucks. It is just as if the trucks are a "MACHO ICON" to them. 
And although not all, I have seen a few stepping out of their trucks wearing the sleeveless tank 
top known as a "wife beater" (a CG policeman taught me this when I tried to describe a man 
dressed like the character portrayed by Alec Baldwin and Marlon Branda in 'The streetcar 
named Desire") and to me, that attire goes well with trucks but NOT in the City Beautiful. 

I hope you DO NOT CHANGE THE PRESENT BAN which cost us so much money and years to 
win the right to RE-IMPOSE IT as the City's ordinance. 

I am proud of our City without the trucks (large or small) and I do not wish the City Beautiful to 
be like others around us. 

I voted for each of the five of you in the Commission at its proper time; I hope I will not have to 
regret it 

Alicia Vidal 
Dorothy McDaniel Stein X From: Stein, Dorothy M. [mailto:DStein@futuresconsultants.com] 
1149 North Greenway Drive Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2011 1 :41 AM 
Coral Gables, Florida 33134 To: Cason, Jim; Anderson, Maria; Cabrera, Ralph; Kerdyk, William; Quesada, Frank 

Cc: Salerno, Patrick; Planning 
Subject: KEEP THE BAN ON TRUCKS 
Importance: High 

Honorable Mayor, Commissioners and City Manager, 

Please keep the ban on trucks! Please help to preserve the unparalleled beauty and serenity of 
Coral Gables, its traditions, our way of life, the value of our homes! Please remember WHY you 
decided to move to Coral Gables! 

Trucks in Coral Gables will lower home values and will diminish the unique quality of the City 
Beautiful. 

Do not lower our collective standards. You are only hearing from the squeeky wheels. 
But make no mistake: Most homeowners do not want trucks, no matter what color, what size, we 
simply want NO TRUCKS. 

Thank you in advance for upholding our traditions and way of life. 
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13. I 10 11 11 Aurelio Rey 
arey@burnsmcd.com 

October 12, 2011 
City of Coral Gables - Planning Department 

Letters Received from Property Owners re: Trucks 

X 

October 11, 2011 

City of Coral Gables 
Planning and Zoning Board 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am unable to attend tomorrow evening's Planning and Zoning Board public hearing regarding 
the City of Coral Gables Truck Ordinance, but hope you will consider my written comments. 

My wife and I have lived in Coral Gables for over 20 years. Prior to buying our home we were 
advised that the city had the strictest planning and zoning controls of any community In South 
Florida. We Invested with the knowledge and understanding that the rules are many but are 
designed to preserve the city's character and property values. 

I am not opposed to change (or pick-up trucks) and believe that cities need to evolve. Certainly 
there have been many "Improvements" since we moved here Including the addition of al fresco 
dining, the Installation of street medians and traffic calming devices, and other changes. 

However, I don't believe that allowing pick-up trucks to park outside overnight Is going to 
Improve Coral Gables. There are already too many automobiles being parked In front {on the 
sidewalks and swales) of some homes -to the extent that some residences appear to be used 
car lots. We don't also need to Include pick-up trucks and add to the visual clutter. 

Please maintain the current ban on pick-up truck parking and continue to keep Coral Gables as 
The Oty Beautiful. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

L.Df;v:_ 
Lawrence D. Krles 
748 Catalonia Avenue 
Coral Gables, Fl 33134 

From: Rey, Aurelio [mailto:arey@burnsmcd.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2011 3:17 PM 
To: Planning; Cason, Jim; Kerdyk, William; Anderson, Maria; Cabrera, Ralph; Quesada, Frank 
Subject: Coral Gables Planning and Zoning Board 

Mr. Mayor, Commissioners and Members of the Coral Gable Planning and Zoning Board 

The City of Coral Gables, The City Beautiful, has been my home since 1975, owning a number 
of businesses there and residing in my present home since 1986. It is the place where my wife 
Amelia and I have seen the birth and growth of our four children. It is also the place where we 
both received our education and are proud Alumnae of the University of Miami. Because of my 
architectural education and our sensibilities of place and community, we have always found 
Coral Gables to be "America's Best City to Live and Raise a Family In". I have always been an 
involved resident with vears of volunteerina in manv endeavors for the Citv. While oresentl 
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October 12, 2011 
City of Coral Gables - Planning Department 

Letters Received from Property Owners re: Trucks 
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15. I 1 0 1 0 11 I Jeaneen Bell 
nnbell@comcast.net 

X 

Sent: Monday, October 10, 2011 10:27 PM 
To: Cason, Jim; Anderson, Maria; Cabrera, Ralph; Kerdyk, William; Quesada, Frank 
Cc: Salerno, Patrick; Planning 
Subject: KEEP THE BAN ON TRUCKS 

Honorable Mayor, Commissioners and City Manager, 
Please keep the ban on trucks! Please help to preserve the unparalelled beauty and serenity of 
Coral Gables, its traditions, our way of life, the value of our homes! Please remember WHY you 
decided to move to Coral Gables! 

The truck restriction was the main reason we moved to Coral Gables in 1972. A few years later, 
the truck restriction was the main reason we bought a home in Coral Gables instead of South of 
Sunset where we could have had a much larger home on a much larger lot for a much lower 
price in 1977. We gave up a lot of appreciation and a lot of space inside and out for the 
privilege of NOT having to look at trucks -all day, all evening, all weekend. 

Trucks in Coral Gables will lower home values and will diminish the unique quality of the City 
Beautiful. Most homeowners, realtors, mortgage bankers will agree with the above. 

Do not lower our collective standards. You are only hearing from the squeeky wheels. We have 
a lot of older home owners who will not come to a public hearing at night, they will not be in the 
position to send letters or emails. But make no mistake: Most homeowners do not want trucks, 
no matter what color, what size, we simply want NO TRUCKS. 

Thank you in advance for upholding our traditions and way of life. 

Sincerely, 
Eva Gordon 
1020 Andora Avenue 
Coral Gables, FL 33146 
(305)665-1927 
From: Jeaneen Bell [mailto:nnbell@comcast.net] 
Sent: Monday, October 10, 2011 10:52 AM 
To: Planning 
Subject: Truck parking 

Hello, 

As a homeowner in Coral Gables since 1985 I am opposed to a truck ban in the City. I find it 
absurd that this matter has gone back and forth for so many years. It's time for the City to allow 
people to drive which ever vehicle they choose for their personal life style. We pay darn good 
money in taxes to live here and I'm appalled at the condition of our streets and the swales. The 
streets are like old wash boards in various shades of black and gray tar with rut holes and bad 
patch jobs. The swale has such large holes that when it rains it looks like miniature swimming 
pools full of debris. _How can you be so blind to these problems, butyetjocus_Qn_~hat type of 
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October 12, 2011 
City of Coral Gables - Planning Department 

Letters Received from Property Owners re: Trucks 

Cabs' should continue to be strictly regulated with parking timeframes. 
Consider establishing a correlation between the size of a driveway and lot and the type 

of vehicle that could be permitted. A large SUV or Pick-Up might be overwhelming in a very 
small driveway on a narrow lot in north gables, but might be a better fit on a larger driveway and 
bigger lot in central or south gables. 
In closing, as the exterior design and aesthetic of pick-up trucks has evolved over time, so 
should the regulations and ordinances of the City of Coral Gables. Thank you for your attention 
to this issue. 

Sincerely, 
Thomas R. Mooney 
601 Navarre Avenue 
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Menendez, Jill 

From: Dacosta, Susan 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, October 11, 2011 3:25 PM 
Riel, Eric 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Menendez, Jill; Foeman, Walter 
Article in Neighbors- Trucks 
20111011152529.pdf 

Please see attached article that Mayor Sfesriick asked for it to be distributed at tomorrow night's Planning and Zoning 
meeting. He will not be able to attend because of a business trip. 

Thank you, 

Susan 'DaCosta 
.J'taministrative .J'tssistant to 
Walter J. f'oeman, City C{erk 
City of Cora{ (ja6fes 
405 1Jiltmore Way 
Cora{ (ja6fes, J'.L 33134 

305-460-5210 
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Menendez, Jill 

From: Dacosta, Susan 
Sent: 
To: 

Friday, September 30, 2011 12:50 PM 
Menendez, Jill 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

FW: Correspondence on Trucks 
0021_001.pdf 

Please find attached the e-mail correspondence we have received to date regarding Trucks in Coral Gables. 

Thank you, 

Scuan 9)aeo_.,14 

~tttat.We (L,6i6tani. to. 
Waiwt J. gomum, eitv e&Jtli 
305-460-5210 

From: clerk 
Sent: Friday, September 30, 201112:52 PM 
To: Dacosta, Susan 
Subject: Attached Image 
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Dacosta, Susan 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Foeman, Walter 
Thursday, September 15,2011 4:15PM 
Dacosta, Susan 
FW: 
Pick-up trucks and boats.JPG; Pick-up turcks.JPG 

From: Don Slesnick [mailto:DonSiesnick@scllp.com] 
Sent: Monday, September 12, 201110:14 PM 
To: cason, Jim; Kerdyk, William; cabrera, Ralph; Anderson, Maria; fquesada@frvf-law.com 
Cc: Salerno, Patrick; Leen, Craig; Foeman, Walter; tvaldemoro@miamiherald.com; tvaldemoro
longest@miamiherald.com; jchrissos@MiamiHerald.com 
Subject: FW: 

Jeannett and I have visited a number of very lovely neighborhoods this summer. The ones which have retained their 
worth, which offer the best price retention for residential properties and where sale prices have bounced back quickest 
from recession are those with stringent zoning codes and strong enforcement of those codes. Attached are examples of 
an up-scale sea-side west coast Florida community that has not paid attention to those principles and thus has suffered 
greatly in missing the rebound of values (in contrast to the impressive performance of Coral Gables property prices). 
You will also note that closely following the introduction of pickup trucks is the addition of boats in the front yard ... once 
the door is open it is hard to determine "what gets in and what stays out." Please take care in your decision making on 
this matter- it is always down played by those who want trucks as an insignificant policy manner- that perception is 
deceiving. Don Slesnick 
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Dacosta, Susan 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Foeman, Walter 
Tuesday, September 13, 2011 2:02 PM 
Dacosta, Susan 
FW: Banning of trucks in Coral Gables? 

From: Maria Anderson [mailto:whatmeworry535@gmall.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 201112:01 PM 
To: Mary Puchades 
Cc: Foeman, Walter 
Subject: Re: Banning of trucks in Coral Gables? 

Thank you Mary - I am with you. This letter will be made a part of the public record so that your voice can be 
heard. 

Regards, 
Maria 

On Tue, Sep 13, 2011 at 11:58 AM, Mary Puchades <mar:ypuchl@aol.com> wrote: 
Ms. Anderson, 

Who would want our city to go back to an idea which was wrong to begin with? Please, don't set us back as a city, 
discriminating against trucks being parked on our properties overnight. It is wrong! Please communicate my sentiments. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Puchades 
909 Milan Avenue 
Coral Gables. FL 33134 
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Foeman, Walter 

From: Don Slesnick [DonSiesnick@scllp.com] 
Sunday, September 11, 2011 11 :04 PM Sent: 

To: jcason@coralgables.com; Kerdyk, William; fquesada@frvf-law.com; Cabrera, Ralph; 
Anderson, Maria 

Cc: Salerno, Patrick; Leen, Craig; Foeman, Walter; tvaldemoro@miamiherald.com; tvaldemoro
longest@miamiherald .com; jchrissos@MiamiHerald .com 

Subject: Pick-Up Trucks 

Dear Mayor Cason, Vice-Mayor Kerdyk, Commissioner Cabrera, Commissioner Anderson and Commissioner Quesada: 

I write to you again to communicate my feelings about the pick-up truck ban. I hope you read my last communication, 
but I am not sure as only Commissioner Cabrera responded to me. It is my understanding that you have scheduled a 
"workshop" on Tuesday evening which I am unable to attend. Let me make several pertinent points about this 
discussion: 

1. It has been suggested by one member of the Commission that having been out of office for five months I am 
now out of touch with the citizens of our City. Since that day I have continued to be an active part of the 
community in very many ways, and am in touch with as many citizens as anyone currently in ~he city 
government. The last scientific study that was done of the community's feelings on this issue (the one that I 
based my solid support of the legal defense of the ban) was a survey performed by the Kitchens Group (a well
recognized survey specialist) in January 2007. The Kitchens Group reported that based on the methodology 
"The margin of error is +/-5.4% with a 95% confidence level." The results on pick-up trucks was conclusive: 
"Would you support allowing pick-up trucks to be parked in front of homes: Strongly support= 13%; Somewhat 
support= 12%; Somewhat oppose= 16%; Strongly oppose= 55% and unsure= 5%". The survey team 
concluded this section by stating: "Seventy-one percent (71%) of voters oppose allowing pickups to be parked in 
front of homes. A majority (55%) strongly oppose this. Strongest opposition comes from the oldest voters- 65+ 
years of age." Maybe we don't care anymore about those who oppose allowing the parking of pick-ups, but if 
we do there needs to be some evidence that the mood of the majority has changed- evidence other than ten 
fetters to the press and someone's "gut feeling". 

2. "fhe question has been rhetorically asked: "How can we start enforcing the law since it hasn't been enforced in 
several years?" Well, it was only an administrative decision not to enforce the law as a courtesy while the legal 
challenge was still in progress, but beyond the somewhat extensive press coverage (that would have made it 
abundantly clear about the rationale for the hiatus of enforcement) instructions had been given to place 
warning notices on pick-ups informing owners that the ban was in abeyance while the suit was pending, and 
that if the City succeeded enforcement would be resumed. If those notices were not issued, then there is a 
breakdown in the City's administration which needs to be questioned. 

3. Every time this discussion has arisen, the question is: "What is wrong with a cute, little Ford 150 (or its 
equivalent) that is non-commercial with an empty bed?" Maybe nothing- but that is not the description of all 
trucks. There are many very large pick-up trucks- much larger than the typical SUV. Just cruise downtown and 
look at some ofthe pickup trucks parked in our commercial district during business hours (many do not fit into a 
normal parking space). What about the trucks with the oversized wheels- good for cross country Everglades 
explorations? What about the trucks with diesel engines that need to warm up for about 30 minutes in the 
morning before being moved (some of you may listen to "Car Talk" on PBS and hear neighbors' complaints 
about the noise produced)? Once you tinker with the ban, you will have a difficult time legally distinguishing 
between one or another pick-up truck. 
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4. Those citizens who have invested substantial sums of money in their homes and are rightfully concerned about 
real estate values want their neighborhoods to be as pristine as possible and distinguishable from the 
neighborhoods from the east, west and north of our city limits that have a proliferation of such vehicles. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my comments. 

Don Slesnick 
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Foeman, Walter 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

T ony-EBS [tony@expertbusinessservices.com] 
Monday, September 12, 2011 7:00PM 
jcason@coralgables.com; Kerdyk, William; 'Frank Quesada'; Cabrera, Ralph; Anderson, 
Maria 
Salerno, Patrick; Leen, Craig; Foeman, Walter; tvaldemoro@miamiherald.com; tvaldemoro
longest@miamiherald.com; jchrissos@MiamiHerald.com 
Trucks in Coral Gables 

To our city government: 

.Jis a (ong-time _prow[ resident of the city of Cora( (ja6{es I urge you to uyfw(c{ tfie 6an on the 
overnight yarfiing of trucks in our City 'BeautifuC. The remova( of such 6an wi(( 6e a rea( 
detriment to our yroyerty va(ues ana create an environment un6ecoming of our city. 

:for many years, the resiaents of our city have suyyortea this 6an wfii(e a sma{{ minority of 
truck owners managea to conform to it. 'We shouG£n't change this un(ess the majority of the 
city resicfents agre_e to it. What wi{{ be next? : 'Boats? , Traifers? , Chain unfi fences? 

I have invested a significant sum of money in my home and I am very concerned about the 
va{ue of my yroyerty being diminished. 

Like you a({ {ifie to say: "Let's k.eey our city 6eautifuC' 

Thanks for your time. 

Ji\.ntonio N .J\.rroyo 
1621 Lugo .J\.ve 
Cora{ <]a6fes, :JL 33156 
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Foeman, Walter 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Don Slesnick [DonSiesnick@scllp.com] 
Monday, September 12, 201110:14 PM 
Cason, Jim; Kerdyk, William; Cabrera, Ralph; Anderson, Maria; fquesada@frvf-law.com 
Salerno, Patrick; Leen, Craig; Foeman, Walter; tvaldemoro@miamiherald .com; tvaldemoro
longest@miamiherald.com; jchrissos@MiamiHerald.com 
FW: 
Pick-up trucks and boats.JPG; Pick-up turcks.JPG 

Jeannett and I have visited a number of very lovely neighborhoods this summer. The ones which have retained their 
worth, which offer the best price retention for residential properties and where sale prices have bounced back quickest 
from recession are those with stringent zoning codes and strong enforcement of those codes. Attached are examples of . 
an up-scale sea-side west coast Florida community that has not paid attention to those principles and thus has suffered 
greatly in missing the rebound of values (in contrast to the impressive performance of Coral Gables property prices). 
You will also note that closely following the introduction of pickup trucks is the addition of boats in the front yard ... once 
the door is open it is hard to determine "what gets in and what stays out." Please take care in your decision making on 
this matter- it is always downplayed by those who want trucks as an insignificant policy manner- that perception is 
deceiving. Don Slesnick 
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Please Print 

Speakers Name: }J) lhL fff/11 ':::T /1 fi-;<-pj.e // 

Ad d res s : tffY? Cl/1-ftC/b S /fNO aT 
Telephone: 36 {p{;b !}303 

@ ~~7/f,. ~£7 

/C>)~// 

Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 
all information contained herein is a public record. 

--·-------- - ·---- - - ---···----- --------

. ·h_._ <\ 
t · -• . •'i I 

.. · -~- l' .~ ;";i' 
City of Coral Gables, Florida 
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board 

-------'----·--- ,------------ -------------- --------

-. 

Order of 
Receipt 

Subject : 
Discussion of the City of Coral Gables provisions related to 
trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles 

--- ---· ------

City Public 
Hearing 
Location 

Speakers 

Commission Chambers, City Hall 
405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134 

! October 12, 2011, 6:00- 9 : 00p.m. 

Please Print 

Name: LA~ 
Address: __,(o~(oi..4-C)=--· ~~_L_e_~~- _· =--(j~Q_S_lr-________ _ 

T e I e phone: --=3__;0s:..__'::)::....L-._7_4:...:.._~ __ ~-=-/-~_· _v_( ___________ _ 

E5~_ re \~\G{g~L- ~@ , 

~ __ l0~f~L~~~~L( ______ _ 
Signature Date 

Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 
all information contained herein is a public record . 



Please Print ttv·Mlbak 
/ 1ft L!~ ~v2,..Jr.:t(4fZ~ Speakers Name: _'_vv ________ {---=-. {_ ; ___________________ _ 

Address: __ /:f_b_(_(~/t~4-:__fZ_f4-_~_o_S(._i_-____________ _ 

Telephone: __ ~ __ o_S __ ~f-~_1 __ -£ __ ·~-~-)--------------------------------. /0£ ,~ LJ_gr5"?J 
Ema1l £.-J~ 

o<J,- ~ 
Cb~Gtt.>~ pJef 

@--~-----------------------

Signature Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record. 

-- - ... __________ _ 

Please Print 

Speakers Name: __ ~\~A~)+/~~~;~/~A~-~~~~~~--~S~t~~~~S~+c~/ ~~b~~--------------

Address: __ ~f-34/~(~)-~(;~, ~~~/~V~o~.~/·~~~£~1~------------------

T e I e phone: __ t:zg£........lz::::(;~--~;2~9-=:J:....___-~~...::::::~:::.......!..../ ...:..._/ -----------

Em a i ~~~~~~~....[..::::_J~)._ __ @ 0{41/J ,C (_ / C 0 VVj 

Ia - I 2 - 2cY II 
Date 

Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 
all information contained herein is a public record. 



Please Print 

Order of 
Receipt 

Speakers Name: ~~~~~~~r~~e~~~Of~(t~S~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A d d r e s s : --"'b""{o-+-"'1 o5:......L-~Lf3=.=....;!Jttz"-f:."-<!~J,"'--· --"""'~:......:...._r----"-"{1::.<-...:..... f:l<...J..I,g {~~~~{!j~_?-_--"""'3~:S _.._10--'---~-
T e I e phone : -----4.-£2).::;_DS.::::._-"b&£~J-+(-¥J-~'tot~~V ___ ________ _ 

r /J Jlif~l-er luJm 
~~~~ --krJ--+6----:-z);-; --

Date f 
to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record. 

---------------- ·- - - ·- - ------------- . ·--

Please Print 

Order of 
Receipt 

Speakers Name:~~~,~N~~'-~~\-~~- -~~~-Q_J_D_·--~--~-
A d d res s: --J<:9+---I\r-tl----l-(...:..__/a~· t-=--O\v....::::._\!......:::...ro.!....=....U..:__i ~----11..~~------
Telephone:~~~e~~~'~~~· ~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~ 
Em a i I\) \Ld\f'J~ \ a@J~lj (_()~ · @ __________________ _ 

Signr!;;;) Dat'e \ \ 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record. 



Please Print 

Order of 
Receipt 

Speakers Name: v tc..h{l~ 'l3 f\ e"_(). ~ 
Address: \WJS W£iV\CvV\62 S{-. l LffcJ GJAJ, FL 35(3~ 
Tel ephone~3oS- ~G 7- 3dd-.!3 b._l<Tl G- Lfl3 -Cf 0 '2.-C,. 

bv1 f ~ -=--()___o..!..__{,~~~------
f2( ---L!--=+o;(----=---;:l~t ! ___ _ 

Signature Date ~ 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record . 

.. ·-------· ·-----

Please Print 

Order of 

Receipt 

speakers Name: bo Cor~ 
-~~----~~-=~-----------------------------------

Address: (020 fl//cforu !1Yc~I?Ue_ 
--------~~~~--~------------------~~~---------------

Telephone: %1 {dD5-/Cj',27 ----~~~---~+-~~~~~~~----------------------

--~~~---------------------@------~--~-----------------------
)lcj'(p IO}_z /zot 

Signature 
~I 

Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record. 



Please Print 

Speakers Name: --'~~~kJ~t1~-J~~~.~~~~~ch_._·~~f-~~---------------------------------
Address: __ ~,~5]~)~~~~-~-~-~~-I_~~~---(~~0_L ______________________________ __ 

Telephone: 

Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record. 

-- -- - ---------··- - -

Please Print 

Order of 
Receipt 

Speakers Name: \JJ ~ 'r't N~'\""A:-- -5-'t::..-S~\ ohf.S -------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address: ____ ~ __ 1\ __ 
0 
__ ~--·------~-=~~------------------------------------

T e I e phone: 6o -~ ..-- 4- y '-\- ~ .s-, 'f 
.... 

Em a i I ~~ ~-~~_;_-~___!. _________ _ 

Signature 
I 6/ U It?> v j 

Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record. 



.. -~,;...· (! \ 
,· I . -·, -; '. \ 

I. · ~ ~ J-:1 1 
City of Coral Gables, Florida 

Order of 
Receipt 

:_ -· t ~".:·.~~~ Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board 

Subject : 

City Public 
Hearing 
Location 

Discussion of the City of Coral Gables provisions related to 
trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles 

I Commission Chambers, City Hall 
l 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 
! October 12, 2011, 6:00-9:00 p.m. 

I 

Please Print 

3 3 1 3 4 

Speakers Name: __ ~~~~'~//_1_
1

~~--S~e~5~~5~;_'~-~--~_7 ________________________ __ 

Address:~7~(~f---~~/V __ t_·v~e~R~~~~~·I~Y~~~1 ____________________________ __ 

Telephone: ___ ?~0~~--~-4~7~(~~~7~7~0_0 __ · ------------------------------

Email ~ 

lfri 
@ ____________________________________ ___ 

Signature Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record. 

Please Print 

Order of 
Receipt 

Speakers Name: 

Address: l \f y l 
------------------------------------------------------------------

Telephone: __ ~g~o-~----~~q~~~-~b~3_? __ 7~--------------------------
@ ____________________________________ _ 

Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

~11 ;nfnrrn:.~inn rnnt~inPrl herein iS a publiC record . 



Please Print 

Order of 
Receipt 

Speakers Name:~R~c~?~\J~-K~~<J~0J~~l_{~c~h~--------------------------
A d d r e s s : 3 7 F rvJ ~ .1' Jt v E' ~, t;_ pt --
Telephone: :20.Y- ~3d: -] ·2/ D 

Em a i I K ~ @~~~o~· L_~~do~· -M~---------

Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record. 

Please Print 

·~I 
Signature Date 

Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 
all information contained herein is a public record . 

Order of 
Receipt 



Please Print 

A d d r e s s : --+-L(.....£2~9____..£~A'---L:..._:,J:-___.~~o.L_t:..._V....:...:_' rt/'_0 ----L.Au-v:::__=.£ ________ _ 

Te I e phone: .Jo~ ,.. fO 2 - J' ),-6 f 

Sig 
/0--r L-- II 

Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all i nformation contained here i n is a public record. 

:· ·· ·~ ·> j City of Co r a I G a b I e s, FIori d a 
___::__i_:;_~ ·,· R e q u e s t t o a d d r e s s t h e P I a n n i n g a n d Z o n i n g B o a r d 

Order of 
Receipt 

Subject: 
Discussion of the City of Coral Gables provisions related to 

! trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles 

City Public 
Hearing 
Location 

; Commission Chambers, City Hall 
1 405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, Fl 33134 
; October 12, 2011, 6:00- 9:00p.m . 

I 
Please Print 

Speakers Name: l-0'-A.JE:LL- lL.u y\,) 
--~~--~~~~--~--~--------------------------------------------

Ad d r e s s : __ l ....:....( __ r=-'5_LA-_~ __ .!,_C4-vE~=:::::::......-..:....VV1__:__:_l _:~:..:::....._.:...!.__E..:..:r.:....::SAc-..:....____:tf__:____r=:---=-'----3-~_1_3_'/!..__ 

Telephone: __ ~ __ 5 __ 3_~----~ __ 8_C)_o ____________________________ __ 

E m~=---l-_L=----------- @ l ~ ':J\/IN'Lriv.J . Co~ 

~( to[,z_} 11 
S i g n a t u r e _D_a __ t -e---+1 --'----1~--:........!....-------------------------

Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 
all information contained here i n is a public record. 



Please Print 

S p e a k e r s N a m e : ""'fo"""".'!_.::;;;....:"-. _.B""'""c..=.· '.:.:.~<".;:....., ... -=c.;.:;.k..,&~-----------------------------

Telephone: :-fv )-J 'f?-r 'JJC> 
----~~-----------------------------------

Email @ ------------------------

Signature Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record . 

Please Print 

Order of 
Receipt 

Speakers Name: __ ~~Q~N~·~~~~O~~~~~·l\_\~_ro_. _l\ __________________________ _ 

Address: \'l~(o So~\\q 1\\Je ... 
-----------~--~~--------------------------

Telephone: 

Signature 

~:.) ~~l l~~3 

@~a~D~\.-~~~~-------------
,o.,;; ... ;J 

Date 
Pursuant to Article I , Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record. 
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City of Coral Gables, Florida 
Request to address the Planning and Zoning Board 

Order of 
Receipt 

Subject : 
Discussion of the City of Coral Gables provisions related to 
trucks and abandoned/junk motor vehicles 

City Public 
Hearing 
Location 

Commission Chambers, City Hall 
405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33134 
October 12, 2011, 6 : 00- 9:00p.m. 

Please Print 

Speakers Name: /J?/) /? /( /...O f/-Jj)/-l 
--~,1~~~~----~~~~~------------------------------------

Address: f J P'(} 6/1 .J j__ i9;f /)0 
------~----------------------------~---------------------------------

T e I e phone: __ 7_ g-,_6_-__ s-;__ (;?_--_J __ .....L-9--='):::...._~------l-9_0_· ---------

Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained . herein is a public record. 

------ ··--

Please Print 

Speakers Name: 'ROD "()(C.~/NS6~ 

Order of 
Receipt 

Add r e 55: -~-~_O_M....:...!,A-....:,_1-f~{ _V_ R-_r v-=-~------------

T e I e p h o n e : 3o5 3 ( <6' 2-tf 2J.o 

Em a i I rcx:l @_ rodL · CO~ @ 
--~------~~-------------------- --------------------------------------
y(,Q~ 

Signature Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record . 



Please Print 

Speakers Name: 

Order of 
Receipt 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Address: 

Telephone: 3us Lf3q 75?.-L--

E m a i I ~ N a o 1'- q q I e ErN I:J I L- ,. COM · @ -----------------------

Date ;P)1j;! 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record. 

Please Print 

Speakers Name: ?4-LEY-MO& 6!;>i<JSTE/H 

Ad d res 5 : -'--=/ S_O_D---+-ftrv.=..:.....· _C£-=-____!.__tE.::...,____LE_r--_v_rJ_;_B_c_V._D ______ _ 

Telephone: 

s i 

?:as- lflf 3 77 s'? 

Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

:>II infnrrn:>tinri rnnt;~inPti hPrPin is a oublic record. 



Please Print 

Speakers Name: 

Signat Date / 
uant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 
all information contained . herein is a public record . 

Please Print 

s pea k e r 5 Name : -;;; 1'1 ~ ( -4e SQ/\ 

A d d r e 5 5 : _::;53 Ha.,y:) ( <:-"l /J,ve._ 

Telephone: 2D5 SU --z.o~7 
Em a i 1_-tQ_I'I_S_cz_r-.,--;.¥_.a___;~::;......_--" ______ @ ~(\ovJt. 1\IL+ 

Signatur 

{0( (-z)t, 
Date 

Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 
=>II infnrm:.tinn rnnt:~ined herein is a oublic record. 

Order of 
Receipt 



Please Print 

speakers Name: __ ~/_·V~Jr~JC~/ ___ ~_~_0 __ ~-----------------------------
A d dress: )Sea for-Jce Pt7 tarJ &v/J , 

-~~~--~~---=------------~--~,~--~~-------------------------------

Telephone:~3_o~~-- -~-4~3~~~7_S_g ____________________________ __ 

Email f)So/D 

L'fv.M E 
@ £6-SS'. ;JE r 

jfJj!:rf' 
Date S i g/a t u r e 

Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 
all information contained herein is a public record. 

·- - · --------

Please Print 

,/ 

Order of 
Receipt 

S p e a k e r s N a m e : ll\Atk...- I00'Zt-
~~~~~~~----------------------------------------------

Telephone: --~· ~'~~o~~--~~~l~0~~~--4~~-o __ --------------------------------------
@ __________________________________ _ 

Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained herein is a public record. 



Please Print 

~ ~ _\ 

Order of 
Receipt 

Speakers Name: \ Ot)):> \';ZE<::;,.~N 
--------------------~~L-----=-------------------------------------

Address: ___ ~f--V~2~1~---~Ih~t~S~5~t __ A~~~~t4 __ v~~=~' ----------------------------
Telephone: J~ . vtr- &S"i'O 

Em a i I <}OoDf!2E5Jo.-J UoJih~'( .cofV\, 1 
~~?56 --~-.D-;~~2~;~-~---------

Signature Date r , 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

all information contained . herein is a public record. 

Please Print 

Speakers N a m e ---;;?,/'ffY1rl. {]Of{TfZ£;-Rft:S 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Signatur .e 

L/:3 S Gfn'+LO N ;'A )4V 

Date 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution, 

:~II information contained herein is a public record. 





Local Government Truck Performance Standards Comparison 

Cities 

Performance Coral Boynton Coral Palm 
Royal 

St. 
Standards Gables, 

Barnegat, Bartlett, 
Beach, 

Burlington, Calabasas, Chicago, 
Springs, 

Edmonds, Gardner, Jacksonville, Orlando, 
Coast, 

Riverside, Palm Skokie, 
Louis, 

Weston, 
NJ IL WA CA IL WA KS FL FL IL Beach, IL FL FL FL FL FL 

FL 
MO 

Commercial 
vehicle X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
regulations 
Government 
vehicle X X X 
exemption 
Large truck 

X X X X X X 
prohibition 
Permit 

X X 
program 
Physical 
impairment X 
accommodation 
Truck cover/ 

X X X X 
cab permitted 
Truck location 

X 
specifics 
Truck number 

X X X 
limitation 
Truck 
screening/ X X X X X X X X X 
garaged "11111 

Truck size 
X X X X X X X X X X X :i 

limitation i» 
Visitor pass 

X ~ 
program 3 
Source: Prepared by Planning through various outlet s; October 2011 ~ 

I til 
•• :l t 

·~ ·~-



Planning and Zoning Board 
Public Hearing 

Discus sion of the City of Corzll Gabl£• s 

provi sions re!<Jtecl to tru cks and 

abandoned/junk motor vehicle s 

October ll, lOll 6:00 9:00pm . 

Applicable City Code and 
Zoning Code Provisions -Trucks 

1. Zoning Code Article 4, "Zoning Districts", Division 4, 
"Prohibited Uses", Section 4-411, "Parking in residential 
areas", and Section 4-412, "Trucks, trailers, commercial 
vehicles, and recreational vehicles--Parking upon streets 
and public places"; 

2. Zoning Code Article 5, "Development Standards", Division 
19, "Signs", Section S-1902.0.8., "General design standards 
that are applicable to all signs"; 

3. Zoning Code Article 8, "Definitions", "Truck"; 
4. City Code Chapter 34, "Nuisances", Article Ill, "Lost, stolen, 

junked, abandoned property", Division 2, "Vehicles", Section 
34-78, "Abandoned or junk motor vehicles on public or 
private property prohibited; exceptions"; and, 

5. City Code Chapter 74, "Traffic and Vehicles", Article I, "In 
general", Section 74-4, "Definitions", "Commercial vehicle". 

:>t t .,.:rco,p.,rtmer.! l 

August - 2005 

• Amendments were drafted 
- Version A (see Tab 3 of binder) 

- Version B (see Tab 3 of binder) 

• Planning and Zoning Board Minutes- 2005 
(see Tab 4 of binder) 

• Implementation of amendments were delayed 
due to current litigation 

I 

A ttactunent f ... 
10/12/2011 

Order of Public Hearing 

1. Overview 

2. Code Enforcement process- Building and 
Zoning Department 

3. legal process- City Attorney 

Summary of legislation 

Ordinance 111184 April. 1960 Establislled truck provisions fur residential 

Ordinance #1374 Dec., 1963 Miscellaneous update of provisions 

Ordinance 1#1506 Oct., 1965 Change In hours of enforcement 

Ordinance IH844 April, 1970 Included licensed contractors provisions 

Ordinance lfl976 Sept., 1972 -Permitted trucks within 1arages 
-Permitted advertisin& related to elections 

Ordinance #1987 Sept., 1972 Amended to regulate campers and house 
trailers and include provision in Zoning Code 

Ordinance ft2173 Nov., 1977 Amended vehicle advertising related to 
elections 

Ordinance #2536 Jan., 1985 Miscellaneous update of provisions 

Resolution #2008-204 Nov., 2008 Directed City Attorney to schedule public 
"~~lin.n.~J::!ore the Planning and Zoning Board .: 

City Commission Truck Workshop 
Sept. 13, 2011 

City Commission requested the Board conduct a 
meeting to secure input to determine is the 
provisions should be updated, and if the Board 
recommends updating, what provisions should 
be updated 

1 



Local Government Truck Performance 
Standards Comparison ____ :;:_,._ 

., ... '-... -:"" ' '::' ... 

--

Available Performance Standards for 
Regulation of Trucks 

1. Disabled/ADA. Provide provisions for Disabled/ADA 
patrons subject to standards. 

2. Commercial vehicles. Assess provisions for 
applicability in residential areas. 

3. Government vehicle exemption. Exemption for 
government and emergency vehicles. 

4. Large truck prohibition. Monster trucks, dually, 
semi's, etc. 

5. Overnight parking. Allow parking at night. 
6. Permit and/or registration program. 
7. Signs. Commercial signs (option for removable 

magnetic signs). 

Public Notice Provided 

I ~·Of N&tfce -~ 
Posted in Building and Zoning Department 09.19.11 
Posted in Planning Department 09.19.11 
Posted in Code Enforcement Division 09.19.11 
legal advertisement 09.21.11 
Posted agenda on City web page/City Hall 09.21.11 
Posted Staff report, City Attorney 09.28.11 
background info, legal ad on City web page 

Issued Press Release 10.06.11 
All Oct. 121h Public Hearing Documents 10.12.11 
posted on web page --- " 

10/12/2011 

Board Direction 

Secure the Planning and Zoning Board's input 
and recommendation as follows: 

1. If changes are warranted to the current 
Zoning Code provisions? or 

2. If changes are warranted, direction as to how 
the provisions should be amended? List of 
available performance standards may include 
the following: 

Available Performance Standards for 
Regulation of Trucks 

8. Truck location. Within property setbacks, side-yard, 
rear-yard, etc. 

9. Truck number limitation. limit number oftrucks in a 
driveway, right-of-way or swale. 

10. Truck screening. Screen trucks on three sides, garaged, 
etc. 

11. Truck limitations. Regulate via size, weight, dimensions, 
height of body above ground, length, number of tires, 
open bed (items within truck bed), number of axles, etc. 

12. Vehicle cover. Allow factory made tops, rigid covers, 
bed covers, form fitting tarps, etc. 

13. Visitor pass program. 

Press Release 

n..c.~:<fO>rOIGo;..ull_o_z.oo.-~-r<l"'~"" 

k:l<l"!~ • .--~ •• ...., ,. ,...." n'"" ~"'"'""""' " oc.:I<O 
=:.::~~ ... , .... ~._,loo.IY:I<~' 

.,.......,,.1 Cc...,.......,C,..~atr"•' 

oo;s-.w·•-"""'Co-oiG.o~>IK 

~11 ~...::~=~.:::;~~~~~C...""::.!"'.:f!r-
....... ~~:--~or.> 

=).~t;.r~ 
Pltn<ifllOtoilrt~nt 

.. 

" 
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Documents Available Online 

Staff Report 

City Attorney 's Office Background information 

Legal Advertisement 

Staff's PowerPoint Presentation 

City Commission minutes- Sept. 13, 2011 Workshop 

Public comments received 

Applicable City Code and Zoning Code Sections 

Available Performance Standards for the Regulation of Trucks 

Local Government Truck Performance Standards Comparison 

www.coralgables.com 

"Planning Department page- Planning and Zoning Board Meeting
Oct 12'h Mtg" 
tlr~ rg O..po:<trro~r! 

Code Enforcement Process 

Building and Zoning Department 

........ ll!PIW"-• .. I> 

October 12th Public Hearing Intent 

• Secure Public Input 

• Secure the Planning and Zoning Board's input 
and recommendation as follows : 
1. If changes are warranted to the current 

Zoning Code provisions? or 
2. If changes are warranted, direction as to 

how the provisions should be amended? 

• City Staff will be a resource in process 

10/12/2011 

October 12th Public Hearing Intent 

• Secure Public Input 

• Secure the Planning and Zoning Board's input 
and recommendation as follows: 
1. If changes are warranted to the current 

Zoning Code provisions? or 
2. If changes are warranted, direction as to 

how the provisions should be amended? 

• City Staff will be a resource in process 

Leg a I Process 

City Attorney 

3 



MODIFY THE CORAL GABLES 
PICKUP TRUCK ORDINANCE 
THE CITY OF CORAL GABLES CAN STILL REMAIN 
THE CITY BEAUTIFUL WITH MODERN SUVS AND 

PICKUP TRUCKS 

AESTHETICS 

Opposition: 

~ Trucks are unsightly and if we allow them in 
Coral Gables we will lose our reputation as 
The City Beautiful. 

CONFLICTING LOGIC AND THE WEAKEST POINT 



AESTHETICS 

AESTHETICS 

Junk & Derelict Car Ordinance 



AESTHETICS 

ZILLOW HOME VALUE INDEX 

' UP 6% 

·,Zillow 

NOV 
2011 

PROPERTY VALUES 

INTENT 
~ If your vehicle has a bed attached, you have 

the ability to commit commerce. 

JUL 



INTENT 

~ The All American Jeep® 
~ The Hummer 
~ The Pickup Truck 

TIMING 

~ TRUCKS CAN NOT BE PARKED IN THE GABLES 
BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 7:00 PM - 7:00AM. 



TIMING 

SIZE 

Opposition: 

~ The North Gables cannot handle pickup 
trucks. Trucks are too big. 

FALSE 



SIZE 

~ Escalade - Length 1 8'- Height 6' 
~ Sport Trac - Length 1 7' - Height 6' 

~ Difference - Length 1' 

EXCEPTIONS 

' · If you reside or work on the University of 
Miami campus the pickup truck ban does 
not apply. 

2 . If you are a government entity, the pickup 
truck ban does not apply. 

REALLY? 



LAMPOON 

CONCLUSION 

~ The City Beautiful still can remain The City 
Beautiful with non-commercial pickup trucks. 



October 11, 2011 

VICTORIA E. BRIEANT 
1118 FERDINAND STREET 
CORAL GABLES, FL 33134 

Coral Gables Planning & Zoning Board: 
Mr. Jeffrey Flanagan- Jeffrey@cwfpa.com 
Mr. Robert Behar- Robert@beharfont.com 
Mr. Javier Salman- jsalman@c3ts.com 
Mr. Eibi Aizenstate - eibi@bellsouth.net 
Mr. Grabiel Julio- juliognibiel@grapastudio.com 
Mr. Vince Lago- vincelago@yahoo.com 

Coral Gables City Commissioners and Mr. Mayor: 
Mayor Jim Cason -- iimcason@coralgables.com 

ENTERf:D AS EXHIBIT U(Cb-la ]r,ltld·rA 
15i~n 

THE PLANNING J.\ND ZON!i\IG BOARD 
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Vice-Mayor William H. Kerdyk, Jr. -- wkerdyk@coralgables.com 
Commissioner Maria Anderson- manderson@coralgables.com 
Commissioner Rafael "Ralph" Cabrera, Jr.- rcabrera@coralgables.com 
Commissioner Frank C. Quesada -- fquesada@coralgables.com 

Coral Gables City Attorney, Craig Leen, Esq. --lalfonsin@coralgables.com 

Re: Proposed Truck Proposals 

Dear Members of the Zoning Board, City Commissioners and City Attorney: 

I respectfully submit my thoughts on the issue of modifying the truck ordinance, in 
advance of Wednesday's public hearing. 

Coral Gables residents and property owners should be asking a different question. The 
question should not be whether to ban trucks or allow trucks. Even under the current ordinance, 
some trucks are allowed under certain conditions. The question should be what kinds of vehicles 
should be permitted on residential property overnight in Coral Gables? 

I believe the most appropriate answers are in the modified Version A, submitted with this 
letter. In summary, I submit that the City should modify the restrictions to allow overnight 
parking of vehicles in good repair that are not used for trade, services or commerce in general 
and limit overnight parking restrictions to trucks that are used for trade or services and 
commerce in general. (Modified Proposal A, attached to my letter) The noncommercial trucks 
should be able to be parked in driveways, in garages or shielded from view by the street on three 
sides (for example, two walls and a garage). This approach would preserve the restrictions on 
overnight parking on the swale or the street. 

I would like the Zoning Board to please consider these facts in formulating its 
recommendation to the City Commission. 
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In 2010, five (5) cities competed for the Most Beautiful City Award. They are: (1) Baker 
City, Oregon; (2) Coral Gables, Florida; (3) Franklin, Tennessee; (4) Marco Island, Florida, 
Pacifica, California; and (5) San Point, Idaho. Of those finalists, only Coral Gables has a 
limitation on parking trucks. Sand Point, Idaho won. What does Sand Point do that made it a 
winner over Coral Gables? I suggest the decision was not made because of trucks. 

Homeowners and renters are not most intent on observing the streets and homes between 
7 p.m. and 7 a.m. and prospective buyers look at property during the day. The aesthetics of our 
neighborhoods is more important during daylight hours (7 a.m. to 7 p.m.), when people are out 
and about and there is no ban in effect on parking any kind of vehicle in your driveway or on the 
street or swale on a temporary basis. What do we see then? Manicured lawns and ubiquitous 
lawn trucks and trailers parked in our streets. (We need the lawn services and other contractors 
to help maintain our properties.) We also see well maintained homes with dirty roofs that in 
increasing numbers need to be power washed. We see streets with cracks, potholes and patches, 
trees in need of trimming, and sidewalks in need of repair. These are, correctly, the focus of the 
current City administration and they have much more of an effect on property values than 
whether the number-one and number-three selling vehicles in America and number-one selling 
luxury vehicles in our country are parked in our neighbors' or our driveways overnight. The 
Ford F-Series and the Chevrolet Silverado Trucks are two of the top three selling vehicles in 
America in 2010 and thus far in 2011. See www.cars.com. 

At night, we do not see trucks in garages, which are permitted under the current and our 
proposed ordinance. But even if we were to see vehicles in good repair that are not used for 
trade, services or commerce at night, how is that more offensive than seeing them during 
daylight hours or seeing commercial trucks during daylight hours? The aesthetic offense should 
come from vehicles outfitted with ladders, advertising signs and logos, and being in a junked 
condition that can be seen from the streets, regardless of the hour. For the residents on the tonier 
streets, the Greenways and Granada, for example, their neighbors are unlikely to buy and park a 
rundown vehicle, so their nighttime aesthetic views should be protected by their own affluence. 

I believe we should be wary of some of the proposals that have been discussed that are 
detailed in what would be permitted or not permitted that would require code enforcement 
officers to enter onto private property to peer into the beds of trucks to see whether they are 
covered or what they may contain, or to count wheels that cannot be seen from the street or 
check details of the vehicle and then compare it against checklists (make, model, coverings, etc.). 
Under the Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, code enforcement officers are required to 
make their observations from off private property, without entering private property to search for 
a possible or suspected violation. Code enforcement officers may not enter private property to 
search for a code violation without the consent of the owner or the operator or occupant of such 
premises, or without a duly issued search or administrative inspection warrant. If the 
enforcement officers cannot make a determination by their observations from the street, no 
aesthetic violation should be claimed. If an officer must leave the street and enter our private 
properties to determine whether a non-commercial truck has two or four doors, a covered bed, 
doolies or cargo, then I believe the proposed ordinance would be an intrusion on our 
Constitutional rights, and unrelated to the purpose of preserving the character of our community 

MIA 31178363 

. . 



and we should be way of proceeding down that path. Aesthetics matter if they can be seen by 
public observation. 

In informal meetings I have attended in recent weeks, a few people has said they would 
consider moving away from Coral Gables if trucks are permitted to park overnight in driveways, 
even when these individuals have lived in Coral Gables for decades, or that they would never 
have bought here if they thought trucks would have been allowed. I regret they may feel that 
way, but where are they going to go? I could not fmd a truck ban the same as ours. And I doubt 
that we envisioned the transition from station wagons to SUV s and trucks. A more serious effect 
of compeJling people to move away is that many sons and daughters of decades·long residents 
face the real hardship of having to move away from their parents' homes and the community 
they grew up in because their sole vehicle is a modem, well~maintained, non~commercial truck. 
These young adults are the present and the future of our community. I submit we should not 
want to drive them out because they are part of our cultural shift of having purchased pickup 
trucks. 

Coral Gables adapted when our society shifted to owning SUV s. Starting in 1991 with 
the introduction of the Ford Explorer, SUVs became popular. The City granted them an 
exception to the truck ban. How could it do otherwise? Does anyone really believe that our 
property values would be higher if w~ prohibited parking SUV s in our driveways? Pickup trucks 
are this decade's SUVs. To drive out our young adults because they are part of this trend, citing 
the need to uphold property values, is, at best, misguided. 

Just as the City is modernizing Miracle Mile, it's time to modernize the truck ban to 
recognize that the future of our City lies in recognizing that our current and future residents own 
noncommercial trucks. If we do not move forward, we will fall behind. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Very truly yours, 

~£.d~ 
Victoria E. Brieant 
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DRAFT OF A MODIFIED "VERSION A"- Submitted by Victoria E. Brieant on 10/1112011 

Article 2, Definitions 

Carport. A roofed structure not more than seventy-five (75%) percent enclosed 

by walls and attached to the main building for the purpose of providing shelter for 

one or more motor vehicles. (Sec. 2-27) 

Trailer. Every vehicle without motor power, designed for carrying persons or 

property on its own structure and for being drawn by a motor vehicle. (Sec. 2-125) 

Truck Commercial. A~ry mot-e:· 'H!hicle tlesignetl, use£1-eHmlint-aim!dfor ll'flllspo:'iing or 

deliveri''CPI'fJPerty or mat-erial used iu 11·ade or commerce iH ae11£-1!0l. Trueks shall 

include any motor vehicle having space designed for and capable of carrying 

property, cargo, or bulk material and v.41ich space is not occupied by passenger 

seating. (2536) (8ee. 2 128) 

Vehicle. Every device, in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be 

transported or drawn upon a highway or street, except devices moved by human 

power. (Sec. 2-134) 

Vehicle, commercial. Any vehicle designed, used or maintained, as a means of 

transportation on land of people, goods or things used in trade, services, or 
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commerce in general. For the purposes of this ordinance, buses, vans and other 

vehicles seating more than nine (9) persons used for transportation of people shall 

be considered commercial vehicles. (2536) (See. 2 135) 

(1) Any vehicle designed, used or maintained for the transportation of persons, 

goods, or things used in trade, services or commerce in general or equipped on the outside with 

ladders or scaffolding For the purposes of this ordinance, buses, vans and other vehicles seating 

more than nine (9) persons used for transportation of people shall be considered commercial 

vehicles. 

(2) Any vehicle which bears, displays, or has affixed to it any marking, sign, 

lettering, logo, picture, symbol, number, or the like, whether alone, or in 

combination, which identifies or advertises a business or similar commercial 

venture or use. 

(3) Any vehicle with a curb weight (vehicle only) exceeding 8,500 pounds. 

( 4) Any vehicle having unenclosed space designed for and capable of carrying 

property, cargo, or bulk material and which unenclosed space is not occupied by 

passenger seating. 

Vehicle, motor. Every vehicle which is self propelled. (Sec. 2-136) 
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Vehicle, Personal. A vehicle in good repair that is not used for trade, services or commerce in 

general is NOT a commercial vehicle. 

Vehicle, Abandoned, Junked and Derelict Vehicles. Any inoperable vehicle, any vehicle 

partially dismantled or wrecked, any vehicle loaded with trash or refuse for more than 72 

hours or is more than 10 years old and appears to be worth less than $1000. Any vehicle in a 

condition that it can or does harbor diseases,furnish shelter and breeding places for 

mosquitos or other insects or become a breeding ground and harbor for rats and other pests. 

Vehicle, recreational Any vehicle self propelled or capable ofbeing towed and 

primarily designed, constructed or converted to provide recreational uses, or to 

provide temporary living quarters for camping, or recreational travel. The 

following shall be included as recreational vehicles, but not to the exclusion of any 

other types not mentioned; trailers; trailer coaches; camping trailers; and full-tent 

trailers; motor homes; pickup (slide-in) camper and mini-motor homes, so called "Monster 

Trucks" consisting of a vehicle modified or purposely built with extremely large wheels and 

suspension. Any van designed for and containing seating for the transportation of not more than 

nine (9) persons and containing rear and side windows shall not be considered a 

recreational vehicle. (2536) (Sec. 2-137) 

Truck, Pickup. A light truck with an open body and low sides or no sides, not used for trade, 

services or commerce in general. 
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* * * 

Sec. 8-11 - Parking in residential areas. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to park any vehicle displaying advertising 

signs or any pickup truck, trailer, commercial vehicle, or recreational vehicle, in or 

upon any property, public or private, in any area of the city which is zoned 

residential. This prohibition, however shall not apply in the following cases: (2536) 

1. Vehicles which are entirely enclosed within the confines of an 

enclosed garage. 

2. Vehicles, not being used or maintained as commercial vehicles, which 

are entirely enclosed on at least three sides by a carport or other structure 

(including walls, fences or hedges of more than four feet) so that the rear, driver 

and passenger sides of the vehicle are shielded from visibility from any adjacent 

street. Said carport or other structure shall be permitted only when placed in 

accordance with all applicable building and zoning codes. 

3. Pickup trucks, not being used or maintained as commercial vehicles, 

that have the truck's cargo box fully covered by a rigid cover made specifically for 

the purpose of covering pickup truck cargo boxes. Such cargo box cover must be 
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no higher than the cargo box walls and does not include tarps. 

4. Pick-up trucks which contain no property, cargo or other material in the 

cargo box. 

;h 5. Vehicles used by licensed contractors or service establishments while 

actually doing work in such residential areas between the hours of7:30 a.m. to 

6:00 p.m. excluding Sundays and holidays, provided, however, that such vehicles 

shall contain written identification on both sides of the vehicle clearly indicating 

the name of the contractor or service establishment. Such identification shall be in 

conformance with the standards set forth in Section 8A-276(b ), Commercial 

Vehicle Identification, of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida. 

~ 6. Loading or unloading of trucks, trailers or commercial vehicles 

provided that such loading or unloading takes no more than two (2) hours, and is 

not done between the hours of 7:00 p.m. of one day and 7:00 a.m. of the next day. 

4.- 7. Automobiles carrying advertising signs on the top of such 

automobiles dealing with the candidacy of individuals for elected office. This 

exemption, however, shall cease seven (7) days after the date ofthe election in 

which the person was finally voted upon. 
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~ 8. Automobiles carrying advertising signs, advertising propositions to be 

submitted and voted upon by the people. This exemption, however, shall cease 

seven (7) days after the date of the election in which the proposition advertised was 

finally voted upon. 

&.- 9. The loading or unloading of recreational vehicles as provided for 

under Section 8-11 herein. 

::j....; 10. Mobile cranes and other heavy equipment used during building 

construction. 

11. Vehicles owned or operated by a physically impaired individual when 

a medical doctor has certified that the vehicle is necessary due to physical 

impairment. 

12. Passenger automobiles which require governmental identification, 

markings or insignias of a local, state or federal government agency. 

(b) The Building and Zoning Director and its designees shall be charged with 

the responsibility of determining compliance with the regulations governing the 

parking of such tmeks, trailers, commercial vehicles and recreational vehicles in 

residential areas as provided herein, however, in case of dispute, direct application 
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may be made to the City Commission. 

Sec. 8-12 - TFueiES, tTrailers, commercial vehicles, and recreational vehicles-

Parking upon streets and public places. 

Except as provided for herein no trucks, trailers, commercial vehicles, or 

recreational vehicles, shall be parked upon the streets or other public places of the 

City between the hours of7:00 p.m. on one day and 7:00a.m. of the next day. This 

prohibition is in addition to the tetal prohibition covering residential areas dealt 

with in Section 8-11 hereof. (2536) The prohibition of this Section shall not apply 

to pickup trucks which are not being used or maintained as commercial vehicles as 

defined in this Code. 

MIA 3ll78364vl 
10/ll/ll 

-7-



r..N TERED AS EXHIBIT Vtdm" "Brt~..t A 1 
''~ Nm1m:R 

THE PLANNING AND ZON!NG BOARD 
·:JN 10. 12.. 1t -~ 

- ~- ~"'-# 












