Correspondence received regarding “6801 Granada Boulevard”
City of Coral Gables - Planning and Zoning

Re'gg}g o Name and Address Object ODjE&bn Comments (Verbatim)
1108 13 | Gil Haddad SEE ATTACHED CORRESPONDENCE
6800 Granada Boulevard
Coral Gables, FL 33146
11 18 13 | Riviera Neighorbood SEE ATTACHED CORRESPONDENCE
Association and Robert D.
Brennan
1204 13 | Sandra Levinson X Dear Director and Members of the Planning and Zoning Department Board:

President

Riviera Neighborhood
Association
Sandylevinson1@gmail.com

Please find attached Riviera Neighborhood Association's position regarding the proposed lot division of 6801
Granada Blvd. Please review our position and take it into consideration when it comes before the Planning
and Zoning meeting December 11, 2013.

Please acknowledge receipt of this email and letter. Thank you for your consideration.

Sandra Levinson
President
Riviera Neighborhood Association

(see letter below)




Correspondence received regarding “6801 Granada Boulevard”
City of Coral Gables — Planning and Zoning

Date
Received

Name and Address

Object

No
Objection

Comments (Verbatim)

Riviera Neighborhood Association
Post Office Box 43-0825
South Miami, Florida 33243-082

December 4, 2013

Director and Members of

Planning and Zoning Department
City of Coral Gables

405 Biltmore Way, Second Floor
Coral Gables, FL. 33134

Dear Director and Planning and Zoning Board:

The Riviera Neighborhood Association (RNA) was founded in 1996. Since, it has attempted to advance the
interests of the hundreds of homeowners on and west of Riviera Drive to SW 57t Avenue and US 1; south to
Sunsel Drive and north to Hardee Road. This area covers approximately 800 households, many of whom
are long time RNA members and supporters.

The Board of Directors of RNA respectfully expresses its unanimous opposition to the attempt to re-plat;
sub-divide or lot split, the City Beautiful heritage lot located at 6801 Granada Blvd.

The natural hammock south of the main house; the beautiful oak laden driveway and the proximity of the
flora and wildlife are all essential elements of this historic property. These epitomize the Alfred Browning
Parker vision. His genius is a heritage that is treasured by the Riviera district residents and indeed, an
asset to all Coral Gables residents and their prodigy.

We citizens rely on the City’s unanimous determination made in 2007 to preserve this community
treasure. There has been no change as to the property as a whole, nor, especially so, as to that portion of
the property south of the main house. In the absence of change to the property itself, there is no just
reason to change the correct 2007 determination the City made in goaod faith for the citizens of Coral
Gables.

Most respectfully submitted,

Sandra Levinson
President
Riviera Neighborhood Association

12/6/2013 8:52 AM
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ROBERT D. BRENNAN. txoits

PLANMNING [IF PAR TMEBL______

ARBORICULTURAL CONSULTING
3074 Kirk Street, Coconut Grove, Florida 33133 7 308bks. ey ~8 PM 133

10/20/2013

City of Coral Gables:
Planning Department:
Historic Preservation Board:

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Robert D. Brennan. ! live in Coconut Grove at 3074 Kirk St. 33133

the arborist at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, after work | am an arboricultura?goc:;{ﬂlt:nx?
at Brenrfan Consulting Inc. and member of the American Society of Consulting Arborist. I am
the pre§1dem of the Tropical Arborist Guild, and the vice chairman of the Agricultural
Ex.tensmn Support team. Iam very familiar with the flora and fauna of the costal region of
Miami-Dade County as I have studied and lived here for 58 years within a mile or so of the
coast. Sl?eciﬁcally, the property at 6801 Granada Blvd. in Coral Gables, F1I have observed
since being in Sea Scouts and meeting across the Coral Gables waterway in the early 1960’s.

I have looked at and was embarrassed by, what is supposed to be a professional tree survey of
the property at 6801 Granada Blvd. from 2006 prepared by the Lannes & Garcia Inc. survey
company. These applications may be used to determine the location of trees it is my opinion
that this was not prepared by an arborist or anyone who knows south Florida trees. The tree
descriptions are way to vague to be useful as a tree survey.

I have also reviewed a 2013 drawing that locates trees at 6801 Granada Blvd. in Coral Gables
F1. I compared it to a drawing and property survey that shows small red circles indicating
where trees are supposed to be but the drawings show no placement for a home or driveway to
a structure placed on the land after sub division. The drawings suggest that many trees will be
relocated or removed. I do not see any space on the property of where a house, drive, pool,
decks and other building has been completed, to put relocated trees.

Moving trees properly so they will live a normal lifespan is a very expensive proposition
especially for the nearly 100 trees that are on the Southern one third of the property. Any
building or moving of the trees will destroy a habitat for migratory birds and other animals that
keep our eco system in balance. There is also the possibility that there are endangered ferns
and other plants on this property... If the same care is used to move the tree as was used to
create the tree survey then the nearly one hundred trees wiil perish for sure.
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ROBERT D. BRENNAN

Arboricultural Consulting Inc.

3074 Kirk Sireet, Coconut Grove, Florida 33133 T 305-323 7342

I have been asked to work and consult on many construction sites where there is tree damage
has already occurred and trees are being well cared for.. Itis very unusual for a corporation,
without a personal face to make any effort to protect trees or the environment. It is beyond
dispute that any movement of equipment will cause ground compression and crush root and kill
the trees many years in the future.

I met Alfred Browing Parker in the early 1970’s and I respect his work because he included
nature and invited it in to his drawings, plans and effect of his homes. Unlike the architects
today who order the bulldozing of millions of dollars of trees because they do not understand
the value growing in front of them. Mr. Parkers homes became part of the nature that
surrounded them.

This property as it sits is an ecological, arboricultural and historical gem. It should be protected
as a historic and ecological site because of its maturity, diversity and beauty. Every vote for
dividing a piece of property this size is a vote for removing examples of the importance of this
kind of display of nature. This property rivals the grounds at Four Fillies Farm for its diversity
and uniqueness.

I would recommend that, competent people who know their jobs do a tree, bird and mammal
survey. I can recommend some people if you wish. Registered consulting arborist, or ISA
Certified Arborist of great reputation. Board Certified Master Arborist.

I have walked the western perimeter and observed the property from the waterway this,
property should be protected as is.

Yours in arboriculture,

/Mﬂgw

Robert D. Brennan
F1-1059-A

mo‘z AMERICAN SOCIETY of
WWW. TropicaiTreeGuy.com  Member: CONSULTING ARBORISTS TreegurufPmac.com



Riviera Neighborhood Association
Post Office Box 43-02?

OF Cora; o
South Miami, Florida 332 45%%&6 Dg;‘:;f%g?tgﬁg
AM ID:

November 15, 2013 38

To:  Mayor jim Cason

Vice-Mayor William Kerdyk
Cemmissioner Pat Keon

Commissioner Vince Lago
Commissioner Frank Quesada

City Attorney Craig Leen =
planning and Zoning Department '\~

Gentlemen and Ladies:

The Riviera Neighborhood Association {RNA) was sounded in 1996. Since, it has attempted to advance the
interests of the hundreds of homeowrers on and wst of Riviera Drive to SW 571 Avenue and US 1; south to
sunset Drive and north to Hardee Road. This area cevers approximately 800 households, many of whom
are long time RNA members and supporters.

The Board of Directors of RNA respectfiully expresses its yaanimeus opposition te the atiempt to re-plat;
sub-divide or lot split, the City Beautiful heritage lot located at 6801 Granada Blvd.

The natural hamemock south of the main house; the teautiful oak laden driveway and the proximity of the
flora and wildlife are all essential elements of this historic property. These epitomize the Alfred Browning
Parker vision. His genius ig a heritage that is treasured by the Riviera district residents and indeed, an
asset Lo all Coral Gables residents and their prodigy.

We citizens rely on the Cliy's unanimous determination made in 2607 to preserve this community
greasure. There has been no change as 10 the property as a whole, nor, espesially so, as to that portion of
the property south of the main house. in the absence of change to the property itself, there is no jast
reasen to change the correct 2007 determination the City made i good faith for the citizens of Coral
Gabies.

Most respectiully submitted,

A’ %m,uﬂ)
ndra Levinson, President
Riviera Neighborhood Association

Sent via email and regular USPO delivery




il aR}OBER’E D. BRENNAN
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PLANM” Y ARBORICU!.TURM. CONSULTING
9913 NOV 18 AT e 3074 Kirk Street, Coconut Grave, Fioride 33133 1 305.373-7342

Su plemessTH L Re#sAT
10/20/2013 Avd Pha7e

City of Coral Gables:
Planning Department:
Historic Preservation Board;

To Whom It May Concern:

My nane is Robert D). Brennan. ] live in Coconut Grove at 3074 Kirk St. 33133, By day I am
the arborist at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, after work ] am an arboricultural consuliant
at Brennan Consulting Inc. and member of the American Society of Consulting Arborist. [ am
the president of the Tropical Arborist Guild, and the vice chairman of the Agnﬁulmﬁ
Extension support team. 1 am very familiar with the flora and fauna of the costal regicn of
Miami-Dade County as I have studicd and lived hiere for 58 years within a mile or so of the
coast. Specifically, the property at 6801 Granada Bivd. in Cora! Gables, F1 1 have observed
since being in Sea Scouts and meeting across the Coral Gables waterway in the early 1960°s.

[ have looked at and was embarrassed by, what i3 supposed to be a professionai tree survey of
the property at 6801 Granada Blvd. from 2006 prepared by the Lannes & Garcia Inc. survey
company. These applications may be used to determine the locaiion of trees it is my opinion
that this was not prepared by an arborist or anvone who knows south Florida trees. The trec
descriptions are way 10 vague (¢ be useful as a tree survey.

I have also reviewed a 2013 drawing that locates trees at 68¢1 Granada Blivd. in Coral Gables
FL. I compared it t0 a drawing and property survey that shows small red circles indicating
where ees are supposed to be but the drawings show no placement for 2 home or driveway fo
a structure placed on the land after sub division. The drawings suggest that aany rees will be
reiocated or removed. § do not see any space on the property of where  a house, drive, poot.
decks and other building has been completed, t¢ put relocated troes.

Moving trees properly so they will live a normal lifespan is a very expensive proposition
especially for the nearly 100 trees thar are on the Southern one third of the property. Any
building or moving of the trees will destroy a habitat for migratory birds and other animais that
keep our eco system in balance. There is also the possibility that there are endangerad ferns
and cther plants on this property... If the same care is used to move the tree as was ased 1o
create the tree survey then the nearly one hundred wees will perish for sure,

AMERICAN SOCIETY of
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Arbom(,ulturaﬂ Consultmg Ine.

3074 Kirk Street, Coconut Grove, Florids 33153 T 308 323 7342

I have been asked to work and consult on many construction sites where there is tree damage
has already occurred and trees are being well cared for.. Itis very unusual for a corporation,
without a personal face to make any c¢ffort to proteet trees or the environment. 1t is beyond
dispute that any movement of equipment will cause ground compression and crush root and kilt
the trees many years in the future.

I met Alfred Browing Parker in the early 1970’5 and { respect his work because he includad
nature and invited it in {0 his drawings, plans and effect of his homes. Unlike the architects
today who order the bulidozing of millions of dollars of trees because they do not understaned
the value growing in front of them. Mr. Parkers homes became part of the nature that
surrounded them.

This property as it sits is an ecological, arboricultural and historical gem. It should be protected
as a historic and ecological site because of its maturity, diversity and beauty, Every vote for
dividing a piece of property this size is a vote for removing ¢xamples of the importance of this
kind of display of nature. This property rivals the grounds at Four Fillies Farm for its diversity
and uniqueness.

I would recommend that, competent people who kaow their jobs, do a tree, bird and mammal
survey. I can recommend some people if you wish. Registered consulting arboriss, or [SA
Certified Arborist of great reputation. Board Certified Master Arburist.

1 have walked the western perimeter and observed the property from the waterway; this
property snould be protected as is.

The photograph of the Ficus aurea, a Florida native, takes decades for the roots to entwine the

rock like this while it helps support the wall.

This photo shows the western boundary neur the south comer of the property. ..

chﬂ AMERICAM SOCIETY of
WWAWY. TroplcaTreeGuy.cxn  Mernber: M CONSULTING ARBORISTS Tresgunifoms.com



Ax'b@rncuituml Cons ulmrag Inc.

3074 Rivk Sirees, Covonut Grove, Floride 33133 305 323 Ti42

Yours in arboriculture,

St S pnn

Robert 2. Brennan
Fi-1059-A

Pige 2
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